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Sheikh Yassin urges 
Muslims to unite 

CAIRO (AFP) — Hamas’ spiritual goide. Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 
on Monday issued a “ay of help” for Muslims jo dose ranks 


w m — ■ “ ■> ~ — — mir 

Movement [Hamas] calls on the Muslim region [fcr J^3p] for die 

sake of die land and foe sat^ sites fo JamsatanT Sheikh Yassra 

said in a statement received here. “ITus is a vibrant ay of hek 
deafening foe IsadL occupation faces, and raging Muslims to 
dose ranks against Israel and foe laad-fopeaoe principle" on 
which foe Middle East peace process is based, be said. The "time 

r wi b ia fiw fuiPMttM ta — ■ . . 1 . . < 


’he said. 


Sheikh yasan raged Muslims to liberate Jerusalem, home of foe 
compound of A1 Aqsa Mosque and foe Dome of foe Rode He 


issued his appeal from Mount Araik in Saudi Arabia. 



An independent Arab political daily puftfcfefffey tfi&'Jbrdan Press Foundation 



Happy 
’Eid Ai Adha 


THE JORDAN TIMES will not be published from 
Wednesday, April 8, until Friday, April 10. The next 
issue will appear on Saturday, ApnJ 11. The Editor 
and staff of the Jordan Times wish its readers and 
advertisers a very happy ’Eid Al Adba. 
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PNA: Sharif was killed by 
his commander in Hamas 

Hamas: These lies are an attempt by the PNA to 
avoid blame, to make the Zionist enemy innocent 
and to try to prevent our response for the killing 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — The 
bomb-maker fcr the Islamic 
group Hamas whose mysteri- 
ous slaying last week sparked 
tineas of revenge atraHrx on 
Israel was murdered by his 

nwn Cf gTTTnatvfer in a n ffitemat 

feud, Palestinian security 
sources said Monday. 

Adel AwadaQah, chief of die 
Hamas military netwesk on 
the West Bank, shot and killed 
bomb-maker Mohieddin 
Sharif to prevent him from 
taking charge of their gnxp, a 
security source said an condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Thyeb Abdul Rahim, a close 
aide to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, announced 
Monday thztf West Bank 
polioe had anested five Hamas 
members in connection with 
foe March 29 slaying of 
Sharif, but be would rax pro- 
vide additional detafls. 

The security source said all 
five suspects were dose. asso- 
ciates of Sharif and Awadallah, 
who escaped anest raid' is 
being hunted by Pakstiriian 
poGce. 

Hamas, die main armed 
Palestinian movement- 
opposed to peace agreements 
with Israel, rejected the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) findings as “ties” and 
renewed charges foal Israel 
killed Sharif and would be the 
target of revenge attacks. 

‘The Palestinian Authority 
story is all lies rnadp under 


intense pressure from the Unit- 
ed States and Israel," said the 
statement issued by Izzeridme 
Al Qassam, the Hamas mili- 
tary wing. 

“These lies and inventions 
are an attempt by the Palestin- 



PNA Preventive Security 
Chief Jibril Raj crab talks to 
the press in 'Ramallah on 
Monday CAP photo) 

ian Authority to avoid blame 
fix this crime, to make foe 


foe killing,” it said, vowing foal 
‘ShatiPs- Wbc^wfll not have 
been spilled, in vain.” 

Primp Minister Benyanrin 
Netanyahu, who had waned 
Israel would hold President 
Arafat responsible for any 
Hamas revenge attacks, wel- 
comed the outcome of die 
Palestinian investigation as “a 
positive development” 


“This shows that what we 
said, that Israel was not 
involved, is true,” said Mr. 
Netanyahu, who has mate 
tougher Palestinian action 
against Hamas the main con- 
dition for moving ahead with 
foe peace process. 

This proves that, if the 
Palestinian Authority wants, it 
can fight tormrism, ” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “What they 
must demonstrate now is the 
same, systematic, serious and 
deep war against the terrorists 
and their infrastructure.” 

Sharif. 32, an engineer and 
explosives expert, was 
believed to have been the main 
organiser of a spate of suicide 
bombings which killed dozens 
of Israelis since 1995. His 
most recent attacks in 
Jerusalem last .s ummer killed 
21 people and plunged foe 
peace process into crisis. 

Sharif was found dead at the 
scene of an explosion in an 
industrial zone in Ramallah, 
which is under the control of 
the PNA. 

. An anfopsyToundfiiai Sharif 
had been shot and killed 
before his body was (dared in 
a booby-trapped car which 
was then detonated in an 
apparent bid to hide his mur- 
der. 

The senior Patestmian secu- 
rity source said Awadallah was 
iifcniifiw t as Sharif’s murderer 
by Ghassan Adasi, 19, a 
recently recanted Hamas 


member with whom Sharif 
was living and who was arrest- 
ed by Palestinian police hours 

after foe munVr. 

Mr Adasi reportedly said be 
witnessed Awadallah shoot 
Sharif as foe three woe sitting 
in a car in Ramallah. 

Awadallah was furious over 
a bid by Sharif to rake over as 
fawridme Al Qassam com- 
mander in the West Bank, Mr. 
Adasi was quoted as saying. 

After foe shooting, Awadal- 
lah ordered Me Adasi to deto- 
nate explosives in the car to 
make it appear that Sharif was 
killflri while building a bomb, 
foe sources said. 

Senior PNA officials turned 
over foe results of foeir investi- 
gation to Hamas political lead- 
ers in Gaza City Monday 
afternoon but the Islamist 
group rejected foe findings. 

“The Palestinian Authority's 
version of the killing has been 
rejected by Hamas.” sod 
Hamas spokesman Abdul 
AzizRantiki. 

.are csttrymg out our 
own investigation and initial 
results show that Israel is 
responsible fa killing ShatjfT 
Mr. Rantissi said 

Ml Abdul Rahim warned 
Hamas a gamsr "rushing their 
reaction’’ to foe charges. 

Tf Hamas continues to 
reject foe findings,” he said, 
“we will be forced to make 
more details public.” 


Israel to build strip of new 
towns south of Hebron 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
has approved the creation 
of six Jewish towns along 
the border with the West 
Bank, a project designed to 
prevent a link-up between 
Palestinian areas and 
Bedouin c ommunitie s 

inside Israel, officials said 
Monday. 

A cabinet panel approved 
late Sunday the develop- 
ment plan drawn up by 
National Infrastructure 

Minister Ariel Sharon to 
create the new towns just 


inside Israel's pre-1967 
frontier with the West Bank 
south of Hebron. 

Officials in Mr. Sharon's 
ministry said the purpose of 
the plan was to provide a 
buffer in Israel between 
Palestinian areas in foe 
West Bank and Arab Israeli 
communities who make up 
a majority of die population 
in the adjacent Negev 
desert region. 

The project calls for con- 
struction during an initial 
period of 4,500 units in the 


six new communities. 

No timetable for con- 
struction was decided. 

The Sharon plan has 
drawn criticism in Israel 
both from ecological 
groups who oppose foe 
development on environ- 
mental grounds and from 
community associations 
who say the government 
should focus on developing 
existing towns in foe 
Negev, one of Israel’s more 
economically depressed 
regions. 


10,000 Arab Israelis protest home 
demolitions, police brutality 


. -or; 


v; 


SHFARAM (AFP) — Some 
10,000 Arab Israelis demon^ 
straled in northern Israel Mon- 
day do protest the demolition 
of bedouin homes by the Jew- 
ish State autho rities and 

alleged brataHty by Israeli 
police. 

Marches carried Palestin- 
ian flags and the green and 
white banners affalam as they 
paraded from Shfaram to the 
nearby village of Um Al 
SehafL scene of intense dash- 
es over the weekend between 
Arabs and police. 

lire march coincided with a 
general strike observed in 
Arab towns of northern load 
to protest government policies 
in dealing with foe country’s 
Arab min o rity , Municipal 
offices and schools were 
closed for the day and many 
businesses only opened in the 
afternoon. 

; - vtofj Witnesses said Israeli pofice 
--1 1 j kept their distance from the 
marchers and no i nc**” 1 * 8 
'vere reported. 

The strike and demonstra- 
tions were cxganised two days 
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after dozoK of Arabs and 
police were injured in clashes 
which ezupted during aprotest 
? gamg foe polk* denioStioQ 
last week of three homes- in 
the Um AI Sehali. 

The videhce brake out 
when residents tried to rebuild 
foe homes, which police 
claimed were constructed 
without permits although 
Arabs said bad been standing 
fix decades. 

Police deployed to prevent 
foe contraction were met by 
a hail of stones and responded 
tty beating protesters with 
dubs. 

Israd’s Arab minority num- 
bers about one nuffion out of a 
total population of some six 
million. 

The Arab citizens, Palestini- 
ans who remained in their 
homes when farad was creat- 
ed in 1948, have representa- 
tives in parliament but mast 
do not save in. the armed 
forces and complain of eco- 
nomic and political discrimi- 
nation inside foe Jewish state. 

Abed Anabtawi. a 


spokesman for an umbrella 
organisation for Arab Israeli 
groups called the Land Com- 
mittee. said the ho using 
demolition issue was a dear 
instance of discrimination. 

“•people braid without per- 
mits because foe state refused 
to giant them as part of its dis- 
criminatory policies,” be told 
AFP, claiming that an addi- 
tional 12300 unauthorised 
Arab homes were slated for 
demolition. 

Ibrahim Nanr Hussdni, foe 
mayor of Shfaram, said foe 
large turnout at Monday’s 
protests “are a victory for us 
because now the government 
wifl have to tinnk twice before 
trying to demolish any more 
homes.” 

Israeli President EzerTOz- 
man told farad Radio Mon- 
day that he “understood foe 
anger” of the Arabs over the 
bousing demolitions and 
acknowledged font many 
Arab Israeli citizens live in 
difficult circumstances. 


Iran, Iraq 
exchange 
more 
POWs 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
freed 500 more Iraqi pris- 
oners of war (POW) in 
return for 23 Iranian sol- 
diers in foe latest exchange 
of POWs from foeir 1980- 
88 war; the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA report- 
ed Monday. 

The latest exchange took 
place Sunday at Iran’s 
Khosravi bonier point in 
Kermanshah province, 
IRNA said. Officials from 
both countries and repre- 
sentatives of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the 
Red Cross were present. 

The swap came as part of 
an agreement to exchange 
380 Iranian captives for 
5392 Iraqis, the most sig- 
nificant prisoner exchange 
since foe UJ^.-brokered 
ceasefire ended the war. 

A total of 52,993 Iraqi 
prisoners and 39369 Irani- 
ans have been freed since 
foe end of foe 1980-1988 
war between the two coun- 
tries. 

Tehran and Baghdad 
agreed in January to 
resolve outstanding prob- 
lems to normalised ties, 10 
years after foe end of their 
bloody conflict, giving pri- 
ority to humanitarian 
issues. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kama! Kharazi announced 
Sunday that Iran would 
soon officially lift a ban on 
its dozens travelling to 
Shiite Muslim holy sites in 
Iraq. 



An aerial view of thousands of Muslim pilgrims standing on Mount Arafat during the annual Muslim Hajj in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia on Monday. More than two million Muslims stood in prayer Monday on Mount Arafat, climaxing the 
annual pilgrimage which marks one of the most sacred days in the Muslim calendar (AP photo) 

Muslims climb Mount Arafat, 
site of the Prophet’s last sermon 


MOUNT ARAFAT (AFP) 
— Some two million Mus- 
lims cm Monday converged 
on Mount Arafat, where foe 
Prophet— Mohammad gave 
his last sermon, to form a 
sea of humanity for foe cli- 
max of the annual pilgrim- 
age. 

Starting at dawn, pilgrims 
dressed in white made foeir 
way on foot up the rocky 
mountain in groups from 
foe Mina plain, some JO 
kilometres away, where 
they spent foe night in tents. 

The pilgrims, including 
more than one million Mus- 
lims from outside Saudi 
Arabia, spent the day in 
prayer on and around 
Mount Arafat 

The “wuquf” (stationing) 
on foe mount is an essential 
pan of foe annual pilgrim- 
age to Islam's holiest sites 
in western Saudi Arabia, 
known as foe Hajj. It sym- 
bolises man’s appearance 
before God on foe day of 
the final judgement 

The centre of foe gather- 
ing was the 60-metre Jabal 
Rahmah (Mount of Mercy) 
from which foe prophet 
seated on a cameL 
addressed a crowd of 
100,000 faithful for foe last 
time, 14 centuries ago. 

The Prophet Mohammad 


himself said that “Arafat is 
foe Hajj.” 

Men in unstitched white 
cloth sheets and women 
covered from head to foot 
in white, apart from the 
face and hands, repeatedly 
chanted a single refrain: 
“Labbayka Aliahumma, 
labbayk” (Here 1 am, my 
God. here I am). 

The pilgrims also prayed 
at the huge Nimra Mosque 
at foe foot of Mount Arafat 
that can take more than one 
million worshippers. 

The “hajj is” in foe open 
air were sprayed with a fine 
mist of water, to keep them 
from dehydrating, and bot- 
tles were handed out. 
Traders sold umbrellas to 
shield the pilgrims from the 
sun. and fruits were also up 
for sale. 

The temperature was 
expected to rise to as high 
as 39 degrees Celsius. 

“Arafat welcomes the 
guests of Allah.” said foe 
commentator on Saudi tele- 
vision which ran a live 
broadcast of foe ascent. 

Iranian pilgrims staged a 
demonstration against 
Israel and foe United States 
as they marched toward 
Mount Arafat, foe official 
news agency IRNA report- 
ed. Several thousand pil- 


grims cried “Death to 
America” and “Death to 
Israel” 

The protesters then heard 
a speech from foe head of 
Iran’s Mecca pilgrimage 
affairs. Mohammad 

Mohammadi Reyshahri, 
said IRNA. 

Iranian pilgrims, although 
not all of them, have held a 
“Disavowal of foe Pagans” 
rally each year during foe 
hajj. This year, they num- 
bered 80,000. 

Their demonstration has 
turned violent in foe past, 
including in 1987 when 
more than 400 pilgrims, 
mostly Iranians, were killed 
in clashes with Saudi 
police. 

In the past two years, 
Iranian pilgrims held foe 
rally in foeir tent camps. 

The latest protest, which 
Ml Reyshahri had 
promised on Saturday 
would be “very peaceful.” 
came amid efforts by 
Tehran and Riyadh to end 
nearly two decides of ani- 
mosity. 

AO the pilgrims were to 
return to Mina at sunset, 
after stopping en route in 
foe valley of Mozdalifa to 
collect pebbles with which 
to stone pillars representing 
the devil in Mina. 


In an earlier leg of foeir 
journey of faith, the pil- 
grims streamed into foe 
Mina plain on Sunday from 
Mecca, foe birthplace of foe 
Prophet. They made the 10- 
kilometre journey by bus 
while thousands trekked on 
foot. 

On Tuesday, foe first day 
of foe feast of AJ Adha, the 
pilgrims slaughter sheep. 
Iambs and camels to com- 
memorate foe act of faith of 
Abraham who was pre- 
pared to sacrifice his son 
for God. 

Mina, dotted with tents 
for the invasion by pil- 
grims, has in the past been 
the scene of several cata- 
strophes in which hundreds 
of people have died. But 
this year’s Hajj has so far 
been free of any serious 
incident. 

In April 1997, 343 pil- 
grims. mostly from India 
and Pakistan, died in a 
blaze started by a gas stove 
which, fanned by strong 
winds, swept through the 
tents in Mina. 

Saudi authorities have 
launched a campaign to 
build 40.000 large fireproof 
tents in a bid to avoid a rep- 
etition of the 1997 inferno, 
and a ban has been slapped 
on c:is conker*. 


Civilian killed in 
south Lebanon bombing 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — A 
Lebanese civilian was killed 
and a Pakistani and two 
other Lebanese civilians 
wounded Monday when a 
bomb blew up as their bread 
truck drove near foe 
Lebanese-Israeli border, 
Israel’s proxy South 
Lebanon Aimy (SLA) mili- 
tia said. 

The explosion occurred in 
mid-moming as the bakery 
truck was going along foe 
Markaba-Houla road in the 
Israeli-occupied zone of 
south Lebanon, the SLA 
said. 

The bomb “destroyed their 
light truck, which was trans- 
porting bread,” foe SLA 
said. “A Lebanese civilian 
was killed and two others 
injured. A Pakistani 
employed by the bakery was 
moderately wounded and 
hospitalised.” 

Slightly earlier in die day. 
another bomb exploded on 
foe same road as an Israeli 
patrol passed, but there were 


no casualties, the SLA said. 

Israeli public radio said 
that two bombs exploded 
along the Israeli-Lebanese 
border near foe Israeli town 
of Metula. 

The explosions, which 
went off on Lebanese terri- 
tory as an Israeli patrol 
passed by, did not cause any 
casualties, the radio said. 

The Lebanese security ser- 
vices confirmed foe two 
attacks, saying one of foe 
bombs blew up as an Israeli 
patrol went by. 

The Israeli military was 
combing south Lebanon to 
try to find foe perpetrators. 
Israel Radio said. 

No claim of responsibility 
has been made so far. 

Meanwhile, the interna- 
tional committee monitoring 
foe ceasefire in south 
Lebanon began meeting 
Monday in the Lebanese 
town of Naqoura on foe bor- 
der with Israel to review five 
Lebanese and Israeli com- 
plaints. 
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On the occasion of 



Arab Bank is honoured 
to convey to 
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and to 

the Arab & Islamic nations 

its felicitations and best wishes 
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Algerian forces kill more than 
100 rebels during sweep — paper 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerian 
government forces have killed 
more than 100 armed 
Islamisis during a major 
sweep in the Quarsenis region 
southwest of the capitaL the 
daily L'Authentique repotted 
Monday. 

Security services meanwhile 
said eight people were killed 
in a massacre by Islamist 
rebels overnight Sunday at the 
small village of Sidi Hadjeref 
in the M'Sila district also 
southwest of the capital. 

An official statement added 
that security forces had 
launched an intensive opera- 
tion to track down the people 
responsible for the “bak and. 
cowardly attack" on Sidi Had- 
jeref. 

The death toll in the Ouarse- 
nis area may have been as 
high as /SO to 200 according 
to a member of a local self- 
defence group who witnessed 
the operation which ended on 
Friday. L'Authentique said. 

It added that most sources 
had given a more plausible toll 
of more than 100. but said esti- 


mates were difficult as the 
operation took place over a 
large area, and artillery lire 
had dismembered several vic- 
tims. 

An Islamist leader figured 
among the dead, and two other 
leaders, or emirs, were arresr- 
ed, the paper added. 

The crackdown in the region 
destroyed 15 military bunkers, 
including two used as a com- 
mand post and hospital. 

Security forces were tipped 
off on the location of the 
armed groups by on Islamist 
informer aril by three young 
women kidnapped in a mas- 
sacre in the Relizane region 
who escaped from their cap- 
tors last month. 

A separate army operation 
took place near the town of 
Sidi Bel Abbes in the north- 
west. L’Authentique said. 

The government paper El 
Moudjahid said on Saturday 
that 200 armed Islamists were 
killed in operations in the west 
of the country 1 . 

These incidents were not 
confirmed by security forces. 


27 killed in ‘terrorist’ attack 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Twenty-seven people were killed 
overnight by “terrorists" in west Algeria’s Arzew region, 
security officials said in a statement Monday. 

The statement came after press reports that Algerian 
government forces had killed more than 100 aimed 
Islamists during a major sweep in the Ouarsenis region 
southwest of the capital. 


but observers have noted a 
decline in major activities by 
Islamist armed groups in the 
past few weeks, though 
attacks against civilians are 
reported on a daily basis. 

According to Monday's El 
Watan daily, a bomb exploded 
last Thursday on a road at 
Timridjen in the eastern 
coastal Jijel region as a mili- 
tary convoy drove post, but the 
blast caused no injuries. 

The dailies Liberte and El 
Khabar said 20 aimed 
Islamists had been killed in the 
region of Boumerdes. east of 
Algiers, while El Watan said 
two were killed at Sidi Mous- 
sa, near the capitaL 


The army has been carrying 
out a series of search-and- 
destroy missions against the 
bases of armed gangs, particu- 
larly in the west of northern 
Algeria, but no official or 
independent figures have been 
released. 

Liberte has said that figures 
given in the press itself are 
often "‘greatly exaggerated." 

Algeria has been in the grip 
of an Islamist insurrection, at 
an estimated cost of more than 
60.000 lives, since the cancel- 
lation in 1992 of the second 
round of general elections the 
now-outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. 


Israel’s main right-, left-wing 
English press form alliance 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Jerusalem Post, Israel’s con- 
servative English-language 
daily newspaper, announced 
Monday that it had formed 
an alliance with the 
Jerusalem Report, an out- 
spokenly liberal weekly. 

Linder the deal, the Post 
purchased a 49 per cent 
share of the Report and both 
companies will appoint 
directors to the other’s 
board, the Post said. 

Norman Spector. a former 
Canadian diplomat who is 
president and publisher of 
the Post, will become chief 
executive officer of the 


Report while the magazine’s 
editor, Hirsh Goodman, will 
serve as executive vice-pres- 
ident of the Post. 

Mr. Spector said in a state- 
ment that the two publica- 
tions would remain editori- 
ally independent while bene- 
fiting from consolidation of 
administrative, circulation 
and production activities, he 
said. 

Mr. Goodman. who 
worked at the Jerusalem 
Post before founding the 
Report, said the magazine 
needed to associate with a 
large publishing house after 
suffering financial losses in 


recent years. 

He told reporters that he 
hoped as executive vice 
president at the Post to 
“return the paper to more 
professional tracks." 

The Jerusalem Post has 
long been viewed as a 
mouthpiece for the political 
right in Israel. Its former 
managing director, David 
Bar-rflan. is now media 
advisor to Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The Jerusalem Report, in 
contrast is a liberal, inde- 
ndent publication which 
s strongly supported the 
peace process. 


Somali faction leader claims 
Egyptian mediators are partisan 


MOGADISHU (AFP)— A 
Mogadishu faction leader 
Monday accused Egyptian 
mediators of being partisan 
and treating with contempt 
Somali leaders who did not 
sign a peace agreement in 
Cairo in December. 

“They have no regard for 
faction leaders who were 
not in Cairo for the peace 
summit last year. They 
should not add fuel to the 
Somali conflict." said 
Muse Sudi Yalahow. who 
controls the Medina 
enclave of south 
Mogadishu. 

Egypt has kept a team of 
mediators in (he Somali 
capita! since January to 
facilitate the implementa- 
tion of the Cairo agree- 
ment. 

Under that agreement. 


Somali factions undertook 
to participate in a national 
reconciliation conference 
which would create a tran- 
sitional government of 
national unity prior to 
democratic elections. 

The conference is slated 
for May 15 in the south- 
central town of Baidoa. 

The talks had originally 
been scheduled for Feb. 
15, then March 31. but 
were delayed largely 
because another warlord. 
Hussein Aideed. refused to 
withdraw his militiamen 
from Baidoa. 

Mr. Aideed vowed last 
week to withdraw his mili- 
tia from Baidoa a month 
ahead of the national rec- 
onciliation talks. 

Mr. Yalahow. the deputy 
chairman of the United 


Somali Congress/Somali 
Salvation Alliance, headed 
by north Mogadishu war- 
lord Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad, said the conference 
would not take place 
because Mr. Aideed did not 
intend to withdraw his 
fighters from Baidoa. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi and Mr. 
Aideed maintain that 
Egypt is an honest peace 
broker in Somalia. 

Feuding warlords control 
different regions of Soma- 
lia. which has been without 
a government since the 
overthrow of dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane in 
1991 by a coalition of 
clan-based rebels. 


Pope 
Shenuda 
denies 
persecution 
of Copts 



SPEAKING ABOUT THE PAST: Mohammad Radwan, 70, stands in front of the 
building that used to be his family home in the Kefar Shaul neighbourhood of occu- 
pied Jerusalem as he revisits the area that once was called the Arab village of Deir 
Yassin. A man from the Orthodox Jewish neighbourhood passes by. Radwan claims 
93 villagers died during the battle at Deir Yassin on AprO 9, 1948 and not the 240 
that the Jewish side claimed, and admits that on the basis of the rumours of mas- 
sacres ‘they ended up expelling people from all of Palestine 1 (Reuters photo) 


Arrest of Tehran mayor provokes 
political confrontation in Iran 


By Kianooche Dorranie 

Agence France Presse 


CAIRO ( AFP) — The head 
of the Coptic Christian 
church. Pope Shenuda HI, 
denied in statements pub- 
lished on Monday that his 
community was subject to 
persecution in Egypt. 

“Everything being said 
about the persecution of the 
Copts in Egypt is lies.” the 
Egyptian news agency 
MENA quoted Pope 
Shenuda as telling 
reporters. 

A U.S.-based Coptic 
group took out a full-page 
advertisement in the Wash- 
ington Post two weeks ago 
to complain about human 
rights abuses in Muslim- 
majority Egypt. 

The ad was criticised by 
influential Copts in Egypt 
and slammed by Ossaraa 
AI Baz, the senior political 
advisor to President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Copts represent about 5.S 
per cent of the country's 
population of 62 million, 
according to unofficial esti- 
mates. but the International 
Coptic Federation said 
from Washington that 

Copts number 10 million 
people. 

Pope Shenuda said that 
“all the eventual problems 
the Copts may have should 
be sealed in Egypt." not 
abroad. 


TEHRAN — The controver- 
sial arrest of Tehran's moderate 
mayor has triggered a crisis 
among the leadership of the 
Islamic republic, pining the 
administration of President 
Mohammad Khatami against 
the conservative-led judiciary. 

Mr. Khatami's cabinet held 
an emergency meeting on Sun- 
day to discuss the surprise 
detention of Tehran Mayor 
Gbolam-Hossdn Karboschi cm 
corruption charges on Satur- 
day. 

Government spokesman 
Araollah Mohajerani said the 
ministers were "shocked and 
saddened" by (he move, warn- 
ing (hat it could “damage pub- 
lic administration" in Iran. 

The arrest has intensified a 
factional dispute in the Islamic 
republic and is seen as a major- 
blow to the moderate camp. 

Moderate officials and news- 
papers have rallied support 
behind the mayor, describing 
his arrest as a move by their 
conservative opponents to 
destabilise Mr. Khatami's gov- 
ernment. 

“Karbaschi's arrest is a blow 
to the democracy, political and 
cultural reform in Iran." said 
MP Faezeh HasbemL the 
daughter of former President 
Ali-Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani. 

"This is an act of revenge by 
the fisticm which lost in the 
presidential election. The 
mavor has done nothing wrong 


except to engage in and suc- 
ceed in his political activities.” 

Mr. Kafbaschi campaigned 
hard for Mr. Khatami ahead of 
the May presidential poll and 
was instrinriental in his victory 
over a conservative candidate. 

The mayor angered right- 
wing conservatives after he 
helped form a moderate politi- 
cal group two years ago to 
challenge the conservatives, 
which dominated political 
affairs up to then. 

Judicial officials have denied 
the legal proceedings against 
the mayor are politically-moti- 
vated, and say they are part of 
a campaign against ‘'01-gooen 
money." 

“The court will investigate 
free of any political concerns,” 
said Mohseni EjeiL the head of 
a special court for trying public 
servants. 

He said “enough evidence 
has been gathered against the 
mayor" during investigation of 
other municipality officials” 
arrested in connection with the 
case. 

Conservative officials have 
backed the court and said Me 
Kaibaschi’s impressive 
achievements during nine 
years at the helm of the sprawl- 
ing municipality are no 
grounds to waive the charges 
against him. 

"All men are equal before 
the law 1 ... Serving the govern- 
ment is no reason to condone 
violations," said conservative 
MP Mohammad-Reza 
Bahonar. “We should accept 
that die law should treat us all 


equally, and Kaibaschi is no 
exception.” 

Me Kaibaschi, 44, is a key 
figure in the president's 
entourage and the government 
said he was still officially the 
mayor of the capitaL a post he 
has held since 1989. 

The government daily Iran 
said Monday that Ml Kar- 
baschi would stand trial in 
about three weeks, and that no 
decision had been taken on 
whether to hold the trial in pub- 
lic or not 

He is reportedly being held at 
Tehran's Evin prison. A judi- 
cial official, quoted by Iran 
newspaper, said die judge will 
make a decision on whether 
Ml Kaibaschi could be visited 
in prison. 

The Iranian cabinet has 
charged that '"there is not 
enough legal basis" for the ■ 
move against lbs mayor: 

“A number of jurists present 
at the cabinet meeting 
expressed disbelief at the legal 
grounds for the detention of 
Kaibaschi” said the govern- 
ment spokesman. 

He said the arrest warrant for 
Ml Kaibaschi had been issued 
by a judge who was too young 
and inexperienced, as shown in 
the content of the warrant 

The interior ministry, which 
appoints the mayor of die cap- 
ital also protested the arrest 
complaining it had not been 
informed of the move. 


Hrawi meets 
Assad, Syria 
again rejects 
Israeli 


pullout offer 


Protests continue in Iranian town over dissident cleric 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Shopkeepers 
in a central town extended their 
strike for another day to protest 
the treatment of a dissident cler- 
ic under house arrest for criticis- 
ing Iran’s supreme leader, a 
newspaper said Monday. 

The bazaar in Najafabad, 
hometown of Avatollah Hossein- 


Ali Montazeri. was closed Sun- 
day for a second straight day, 
and policemen were deployed in 
the town, which is close to the 
historic city of Esfahan. Farda 
(Tomorrow) newspaper said. 

It said Friday prayer leaders in 
Esfahan and Najafabad had 
appealed to the shopkeepers to 


end their strike. 

The ayatollah has been under 
increased police surveillance in 
the holy city of Qom. central 
Iran, since November when he 
criticised leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei for dominating politi- 
cal affairs. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


, PROGRAMME TWO 

; 16:10 Cartoon — C.R.O. 

: 16:30 French programmes 

' 18:00 Quiz Show — SmallTalk 
. IS JO ..Drama — Border town 

19:00 Le Journal 

| 19:15 Doc. — De Cause Aeffet 

i 19:30 News Headlines 

j 19:35 Comedy — Pride and Joy 

! 20:00 What Would You Do? 

! 20:30 Encounter 

! 21:10 ..Drama — Acapolco Bay 

i 22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature Film — "Soul 
: Man” 

[ 23:59 ..Metro Cafe' 

00:30. End of XX. 
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TeL 


PRAYER TIMES 



-Fair 

06:13 


Dhuhr 

15:12 ... 


19:03. 

Maghreb 

20:22 



CHURCHES 


St Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweffidi. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 


Anglican Church 

4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. S 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church Of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614 190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771331 


Warm and sunny weather con- 
ditions will prevail for the com- 
ing days with temperatures ris- 
ing above average by 4-7 
degrees Centigrade and winds 
southerasteriy light to moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be warm and 
sunny, winds northerly moder- 
ate. and seas calm. 


Nairoukh phar ma cy -4623672 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh — .250080 
Al Qnds pharmacy — i — \ 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Al Lavra 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authorii) 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...S 156 15 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Informaiion....44- 
53200 

Queen Alb Inti. Aupoit -44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


Amman 

....08/26 

. (4/1 15 

Deserts 

.05/27 


EMERGENCIES 


Jordan Valley 12/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 30 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 24 per 
CCTL Aqaba 19 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Bassam Karadsheh ...759200 
De Kama Mazzawj „„S947SS 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 7767510 

Dr. KhalidAbdo 5657129 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..4637055 
Al Salara pharmacy ...4636730 
Yacoob pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmetsani pharmacy 4637660 


Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Civil Defence Depatrrrnl 5^6! i ! I 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue „ —4630341 

CKil Defence Emergency 199 

RecusFbbce iSi 4621 11 1.4637777 

Fire Briaade ......46 1 7 101 

Blood Sank T75I2I 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police —..S96399 

Public Security Dept.... . 463032 J 

Hotel Complaints ....5605800 

Price Compi£tints....-....5661 176 
Wxr&ScAeraceCcmphEXS #*7467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints —._-._.7S711 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assisancei ........... — 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre tor Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 3921199 


The Islamic. Abdh 5 666 1 3 1/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Tel. 
836813.856856 

Luzmila 4630195 


Zarqa 

- -...(09)983323 

National Hospital 
I09W00S6O 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)9S6732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
_.(09 199099 

IRBID: 

Pnncess 

Basma Hospital 
1 02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
rn?i?7?"»75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


Overseas Calls .., 


010230 


Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 4623101 


Khalidi Maternity. 4644281)6 

Akilch Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabol Amman Matcmitv 
4642362 

Malhus.J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeixani ...,560707) 
Shmeisoni Hospital ....5669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-M uasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Nluhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka >.,,.89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 560224050 
Amai Hospital ........ 5674155 


AQABA: 

Pnnccss Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


Abdali TeL Repairs.. 
Jordan Television 


..5661101 
7731)1 


ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

07:45 -.Sanaa (RJ) 

08:15 .Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:20 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Mfc50 ..„._Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 
17:05 .Cairo (RJ) 


18:30 ...Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
19:00 -. London, Frankfurt (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:00 .Riyadh (SV) 

13^30 Aden (IY) 

14:25 — Munich (LH) 

15:00 Istanbul (TK) 

18:05 Kiev (6U) 

18:30 ...Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

1*00 .-Paris (AF) 

20:25 — Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

^^5 — LamacafCY) 

23:40 ............Amsterdam (KL) 

00»5 .... Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 ......Rome (AZ) 

04:25 ... .............London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

08:45 - -Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 ...Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:20 . — —Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

“JS Aqaba (KW) 

23:50 .-Amman (Madia Airport) fifty 


08:50 Amsterdam, New York fKJ) 

12:15 Vienna, Brussels (RJ) 

13:00 — Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

13:00 — Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RB 


13:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

14:00 London (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 


21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 ..Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Fli ghts 

07:25 — -..Frankfurt (LH) 

MJ0 .Riyadh (SV) 

14:30 Aden(IY) 

1S: 15 Munich (LH) 

16:00 Istanbul (HO 


1*05 Kev(6U) 

1*30 _ -Dubai(EK) 

21:10 _ — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:40 Cairo (MS) 


00:40.. .Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

01 :55 Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 JRwne(AZ) 
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DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Lebanese and Syrian leaders 
held talks here Monday as 
Syria’s ruling Baath Party 
said neither Beirut nor Dam- 
ascus would guarantee 
Israel’s security if it with- 
draws from south Lebanon. 

Lebanese President Bias 
Hrawi arrived here Monday 
and immediately went into a 
meeting with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad, Syrian 
presidential spokesman 
Gebran Kourieh said 

The talks came a day after 
Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam went to 
Paris to discuss the Israeli 
offer to pull out of south 
Lebanon in return for securi- 
ty arrangements to protect its 
northern territory from cross- 
border attacks, most of 
which are conducted by 
HizboDah guerrillas. 

Mr. Khaddam, whose 
country is the de facto power 
in Lebanon, said Sunday 
after meeting French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac that 
France was not convinced 
that the Israelis were serious 
about pulling out of southern 

Lebanon. 

Syria, which has about 
35,000 troops stationed 
across two- thirds of 
Lebanese territory, and 
Lebanon have repeatedly 
rejected the Israeli offer. 

Baath Party assistant Sec- 
retary General Abdullah Al 
Ahmar said Monday, “Israel 
can withdraw from south 
Lebanon just like it went in, 
but neither Lebanon nor 
Syria will guarantee its secu- 
rity.” 

Mr. Ahmar, speaking cm 
the occasion of the party’s 
5Isr anniversary, said “it’s 
Israel that is threatening the 
security of Lebanon and ' 
Syria, and only a just and 
comprehensive peace will 
bring security to the entire 
region." 

During March 14 talks in 
Damascus, Mr. Assad and 
Mr. Hrawi reiterated that the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
of die peace process with 
Israel were inseparable. 

Syria is opposed to Israel 
making a separate peace with 
Lebanon which could isolate 
Damascus and demands that 
Israel return the Golan 
Heights, occupied in the 
1967 Mideast war, as the 
price for peace with ft. 
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DEPARTURES 


Rpyal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
6:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 


06:45 


L 


-Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
07:45 Amman (Maika Airport) 
(RW) 

09:15 Aqaba (RW 

10:30 „^mman (QAIA) (RW) 
18:45 Amman (Marka Airport) , 

(RW) 

18^5 Tel Aviv (RW)' 

21*30 Amman (QAIA) (RW)- 
22^0 -Aqaba (RW) 
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Home News 


rawi meet King receives messages of good 
ssad ’ % wishes on occasion of ‘Eid A1 Adha 
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AMMAN (Petra) — On 
the • occasion of "Eid A1 
Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
on Tuesday, His Majesty 
King Hussein has received 
cables of good wishes 
from • Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, the 
speakers of Parliament, 
heads of public and private 
organisations, prominent 
public figures, and heads 
of religious denomina- 
tions. 

Cables of good wishes 


were also sent to the King 
by heads of Arab and 
Islamic, countries on this 
occasion. 

Meanwhile, the Royal 
Court has announced a 
programme allowing 
prominent Jordanians to 
present their good wishes 
to the King at Raghadan 
Palace on Tuesday morn- 
ing. The programme 
includes members of the 
Council of Ministers, lead- 
ing public figures, mayors. 


presidents of trade unions, 
prominent Muslim and 
Christian clerics, represen- 
tatives of refugee camps, 
heads of diplomatic mis- 
sions and tribal chieftains, 
as well as heads of the 
Armed Forces, the General 
Intelligence Department, 
the Public Security 1 
Department and the Civil 
Defence Department, 
along with senior officers 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation in Jordan. 
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Theatre festival concludes with 
rousing performance by local band 
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By OmarKanni 

Special to the Jordan Tones 
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AMMAN — The fifth 
Amman International Theatre 
Festival for Independent 
Groups concluded Sunday 
after two successful weeks 
with the promise of a sixth 
next yean 

: atc c-indui-wi The festival’s finale was a 
-liar. jL-mlLi. performance at the Royal Cul- 
' ' ' tural Centre by the local Jor- 

danian band. The Petra 
Group. 

Having put on perfor- 
mances by theatre groups 
from all over the Arab World 
as well as Sweden. France, 
Indonesia and India, it was fit- 
ting that the finale, like the 
curtain raiser, came from the 
host country. . 

Organisers estimated that 
around 500-600 people 
attended performances each 
night of the festival, and Sun- 
day's concert saw them sitting 
in the aisles of the Main Hah. 
.Packed to the rafters, the audi- 
ence gave everything it had. 
Clapping, whooping and . 
sometimes singing along, they 
left Tareq Nasser, pianist and 
composes and his bond with- 
out a doubt as to the audi- 
ence’s appreciation of their 
first live.pafoimance.. 

Tareq Nasser is, we£-known : “ 
foL.hi%,nuiac,.Jhavii^ com-. ; 
posed for both Syrian and Jor- 
danian television. The band 
itself, a nine-piece set-up 
composed of piano, ‘oud, vio- 
lin, saxophone, flute, congo 
drum, a “tar” - the Arabic 
drum, a “jerrah” drum - what 
most people know as a clay 
water jug - and three voices, 
has been together far nearly 
five years. The reason this v 
their first live performaix , 
explained Mr. Nasser, is that 
most of their work has been in 
the studio. 

In feet, Mr. Nasser's feme is 
all fee more astonishing see- 
ing that he doesn't even have 
a tape for general release. This 
is something the festival has 
changed: a workshop between 
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The Swedish band Backs rehearses before their perfor- 
mance at the final night of the Fifth Amman Interna- 
tional Theatre Festival for Independent Groups 
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the Swedish-group-Backa and 
The Petra Group, which was * 
teccffded,' wiB s6ofr-bfe : atffciil-n. 
able on general release. 

Arabic music, to the West- 
ern ear. is not often easily 
accessible. The main reason 
for this is die quarter note — 
Western music has only half 
notes. The quarter note makes 
the tune distinctively Eastern 
and more complicated, but 
creates difficulties in trying to 
arrange for harmonies, which 
in turn give Western music its 
very melodic quality. 

Mr. Nasser has cut our the 
quarter notes and added three- 
part harmonies to Arabic 
melodies (of his own compo- 
sition), retaining the tradition- 
al rhythm and arrangement 
The end result is a very ambi- 
ent and melodic sound, which 


nevertheless retains its distinc- 
tive Arabic origin. ■ 

If; Is nif'niede^dnly- £ con-" 
scious effort on behalf of Mr. 
Nasser, that his music should 
be more accessible to “the 
Western ear.” but it was some- 
thing feat he was made con- 
scious of during the 'jam" 
with the Swedes: “They 
picked up on my music so fast 
and were very enthusiastic 
about it.” 

One of fee aims of the festi- 
val is to promote greater 
understanding between vari- 
ous artistic cultures, and it is a 
tribute to the organisers that it 
should have produced what 
has every appearance of 
becoming a huge success: 
watch out for fee Petra 
Group/Backa collaboration in 
a Music Box near you. 


Three family members 
suffocate 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
members of the same family 
|died of suffocation in the Jabal Zuhur dis- 
trict Sunday night. A police report said a 
member of the family found the three, aged 
75, 17 and 12, lying on the floor when he 
entered the house and reported the matter to 
the. police. The three died of asphyxiation 
resulting from inhaling gas leaking from a 
cylinder in their home, according to the 
report. The bodies were taken to Al Bashir 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Hospital for an autopsy. 

Rotary club donates dress- 
making shop to charitable 
society 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman/Jerash 
Rotary Club announced Monday that it has 
financed the creation of a dressmaking 
shop, which it presented to Al Rajaa' Char- 
itable Society for deaf women in the Yajouz 
district. Representatives of the club pre- 
sented the machines to the society’s coun- 
cil. 
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U.S. embassy dismisses allegations of American 
agencies funding Jordanian communist leaders 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The U.S. 
embassy here yesterday 
dismissed recent allega- 
tions by a former commu- 
nist leader that U.S, agen- 
cies had granted funds to 
the Jordanian Communist 
Party (JCP). 

“Such reports are baseless 
and unfounded," a U.S, 
embassy spokesperson told 
the Jordan Times. 

He was referring to an 
article by veteran commu- 
nist Yacoub Zayaddine 
published March 31 in the 
Arabic daily Al Arab Al 
Yawm. 

Dr. Zayaddine, who was 
JCP secretary general for 
10 years from 1987-1997, 
wrote that “the Central 


Intelligence Agency iClAi 
had infiltrated the oldest 
political parties, such as fee 
JCP, by giving huge 
amounts of money to some 
of their leaders." 

In a column published in 
the latest issue of the Ara- 
bic weekly Al Majd. Dr. 
Zayaddine reiterated his 
allegations, expressing 
regret that political parties 
should rely on financial 
assistance from fee CIA. 
the U.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development 
(USAID), or other North 
American agencies for their 
survival. 

In a strongly worded 
press statement Sunday, the 
JCP responded to Dr. 
Zayaddine’s accusations by 
threatening to take him to 
court for libel. 


"We will defend the 
party's reputation through 
all legal means, and will 
never allow the assassina- 
tion of its history or the tar- 
nishing of its members' 
reputation,'* said the state- 
ment 

JCP Secretary General 
Munir Hamarneh Sunday 
told the Jordan Times that 
Dr. Zayaddine had been 
asked twice to produce evi- 
dence of his allegations 

before the Disciplinary 

Committee of the party, but 
“he never showed up." 

The Jordan Times yester- 
day was unable to reach Dr. 
Zayaddine for comment. 

Al Arab Al Yawm, how- 
ever. yesterday quoted the 
former JCP secretary gener- 
al! n an undated interview 
as saying that he repeatedly 


asked for an official inves- 
tigation into funds received 
by one JCP leader during 
his frequent trips to New 
York, but the request was 
turned down. * 

Frustrated by his “help- 
lessness in solving this dan- 
gerous case within fee 
party’s political frame- 
work," Dr. Zayaddine 
reportedly resorted to 
exposing it to the general 
public. 

AJ Arab Al Yawm also 
said Dr. Zayaddine apolo- 
gised for not showing up 
before fee JCP Disciplinary 
Committee, citing health 
reasons, and asked instead 
for a meeting wife the 
party's poJitburo. 

Dr. Zayaddine, 76, won 
the Jerusalem seat in the 
1956 parliamentary elec- 


tions, and has been a promi- 
nent player on Jordan's 
political stage ever since. 

He succeeded in keeping 
the JCP united after the col- 
lapse of fee Soviet Union, 
which dealt a heavy blow to 
communist groups world- 
wide. 

He also maintained the 
party through the internal 
divisions sparked by Sad- 
dam Hussein's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, when some 
communists opposed Bagh- 
dad's move, while others 
supported it. 

During the party's last 
elections, in December, he 
turned down a re-election 
bid due to his age and his 
desire “to give younger 
comrades the chance to 
reach leadership positions 
as part of change.” 


Health 

ministry 

report notes 

unsatisfactory 

care for 

pregnant 

women 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Min- 
istry of Health’s annual 
report on fee mother and 
child care services in Ionian 
have noted an unsatisfactory 
situation wife regard to fee 
coverage rate of pregnant 
women, which stands at 25 
per cent . 

The report. which 
announced feat Jordan will 
observe World Health Day 
today, also said post-delivery 
services cover an estimated 
eight per cent . and family, 
planning services 4.7 -"per;, 
cent of women.' - - ' 

However, fee report noted 
that there has been a progres- 
sive improvement in fee 
mortality rate of newborn 
children, which now stands 
at 32 for every 1.000 births. 
The birth rate stands at 35 
per cent annually, it added. 

The mother and child 
health care services were 
started by the Ministry of 
Health in 1955. According to 
the report, there is one centre 
offering these services for 
every 49.000 persons in the 
Amman region. In Karak, 
the distribution rare is one for 
every 5.000 citizens, while in 
other govemorates, there is 
one for up to every 10,000 
citizens, depending on fee 
population density. 

The report pointed out that 
fee Minirtiy of Health main- 
tains close cooperation in 
providing health services 
with other concerned depart- 
ments, such as the Ministry 
of Education. It said fee Min- 
istry of Health plans to carry 
out public awareness pro- 
grammes focusing on mater- 
nal health and mother and 
child health, among other 
subjects, through the media 
in the coming few days. 



CIRCASSIAN DANCE TROOP PERFORMS: The Adyge Circassian dancing troupe from Russia performs the 
dance of their forefathers Monday at A I Hussein Sports City in Amman. The troupe performed as part of their 
Middle Eastern tour during the Muslim ‘Eid Al Adha festival, which started on Monday (Reuters photo) 


Srour demands full IPU membership 
for Palestinian Legislative Council 


WINDHOEK (Petra) — 
The speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament, Sa’d 
Hayel Srour. who is 
attending the 99th meeting 
of the International Parlia- 
mentary Union (IPU), has 
demanded that the Pales- 
tinian Legislative Council 
be admitted as a full IPU 
member. 

Mr. Srour made his 
remarks at a preparatory 
meeting of Arab delega- 
tions to coordinate the 
stands of Arab parliaments 
at the IPU meeting, which 
opened Monday in the 
Namibian capital of Wind- 
hoek. 

He also demanded that 
Arab states support efforts 
by the Arab Parliamentary 


Union (APU) to be recog- 
nised as an associate 
member of the IPU. 

In their addresses to the 
meeting. Jordanian parlia- 
mentary delegation mem- 
bers Jawdat Sboul. Ali 
Abul Ragheb. Fawzi 
Tueimeh and Mohammad 
Bataineh underlined the 
need for united Arab posi- 
tions vis-a-vis the topics 
on the IPU agenda. 

The Libyan delegate 
suggested that the Arab 
delegates request fee lift- 
ing of sanctions imposed 
on Libya be added to the 
agenda. 

*The Arab delegates 
unanimously supported 
the domination of a 
Tunisian deputy. Faezah 


Kafi, as head of fee coor- 
dination committee on 
women parliamentarians. 

Mr. Srour. wfeo is 
expected to deliver Jor- 
dan's address to the meet- 
ing next week, met sepa- 
rately with fee heads of 
delegations from Syria. 
Iraq. Morocco and Pales- 
tine. 

According to Mr. Srour. 
fee IPU's agenda covers 
world economic, political 
and social questions, 
means of avoiding con- 
flicts. establishing peace 
in countries plagued by 
unrest, the right of 
refugees to repatriation, 
combating AIDS and pro- 
moting democracy around 
fee world. 


In his address to the con- 
ference, which ends April 
11, Mr. Srour will review 
developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace process, 
Jordan's contributions to 
the cause of peace, and 
human rights issues 

Later Monday. Mr. Srour 
was received by Namibian 
President Sam Injuma, to 
whom he conveyed greet- 
ings from His Majesty 
King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. They also 
reviewed topics on fee 
IPU agenda. 

Mr. Srour said Jordan 
was keen on promoting its 
relations with Namibia 
and African nations 
large. 
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Jordanian Saddam Hussein gets mixed 
reception for learning Hebrew in Israel 

basic four-level courses. 


What’s 
going on 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of electrical 
equipment, borne appliances, 
clothing, perfume, sweets 

(marking the advent of ’Ed 
Al Adha) at the University of 
Jordan, until April 7. 

* Paintings cm handmade 
paper at Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 
Sl (TeL 5699141/2). until 
April 25. 

* Modem Jordanian 
Ceramics" by Raed Al 
Dahleh at Institute Cer- 
vantes. Jabal Amman, until 
April 10. 

* Works by Jordanian artist 
Yousef Baddawi at Darai Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh until 
April 9 (TeL 4643251/2). 
Also displaying a private col- 
lection of Mamdouh Bisharat 
entitled “A Vision, An Identi- 
ty” and works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists — "The 
New Collection.’' 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 16- 
year-old Saddam Hussein 
Dalqamouni won 'the hearts 
of many Israelis after attend- 
ing a recent course at an 
Israeli institute, but returned 
home to find a storm of 
protest from political parties 
opposed to normalisation 
with fee Jewish state. 

. The teenager, named after 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
— an arcb-foe for most 
Israelis for attacking the Jew- 
ish state with missiles seven 
years ago — said be won a 
scholarship to polish up his 
“advanced” Hebrew skills 
acquired from watching 
Israeli television pro- 
grammes. 

He tried in vain to seek a 
local institution to help him 
pursue his Hebrew language 
studies, but most said he was 


too advanced for their pro- 
grammes. 

After months of search, 
luck knocked on his door, be 
said. 

The cultural attache at fee 
Israeli embassy in Amman, 
who heard of his wish to 
improve his Hebrew skills 
through a local newspaper, 
offered him a chance to attend 
a 30-day course for free at 
“Olpan Alova,” a religious- 
run Israeli educational institu- 
tion. 

“None of the concerned 
parties in the country were 
able to help me although I 
took all the required exams to 
help identify my Hebrew lan- 
guage . skills,*’ Mr. 
Dalqamouni. a resident of the 
northern town of libid. told 
the Jordan Times. 

He was referring to several 
cultural centres teaching 
Hebrew language across fee 
country but only offering 


“I even tried to offer my ser- 
vices for free, such as helping 
translate from Hebrew to Ara- 
bic to develop ray skills, but 
no one cared,” he added 
“So, I had no choice but to 
accept the Israeli offer.” 

He said the embassy’s cul- 
tural attache and a team from 
Israeli television visited him 
and tested his Hebrew lan- 
guage abilities. 

Israeli embassy officials 
were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

“After that, they offered me 
a one-month scholarship to 
study at Olpan Akiva institu- 
tion in the Israeli city of 
Naianya,” Mr. Dalqamouni 
explained 

The institution focuses 
mainly of teaching Hebrew 
and religion to children of 
Jewish immigrants. 

However, an Irbid-based ' 
Islamist-led coalition of polit- 


ical parties opposed to Jor- 
dan’s 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel condemned Mr. 
Dalqamouni's trip to Israel 
and urged his family to pro- 
tect him from Jewish attempts 
to “brainwash him." 

“I asked those who opposed 
my acceptance of the scholar- 
ship to suggest an alterna- 
tive,” said Mr. Dalqamouni. 
“What was I expected to do if 
1 could not find a chance in 
my own country?” 

T believe there is nothing 
wrong in taking advantage of 
our democracy and of the 
peace process between the 
two countries,” he added 

Many Jordanians remain 
opposed to the treaty that 
ended a 46-year state of war 
between the two countries 
and opened the door for nor- 
malisation. 

However, several Jordani- 
ans are pursuing higher edu- 
cation in Israel. 


Palestinian rights committee reviews 
developments in refugee camp 


AMMAN ( J.T. ) — A com- 
mittee for fee defence of 
the tight of Palestinian 
refugees to return to feeir 
homeland Monday reaf- 
firmed its determination to 
confront attempts on the 
part of any party to deny 
the refugees’ right. 

In a statement made 
available to the Jordan 
Times, Ulayan Ulayan. 
spokesperson for the com- 
mittee, said the committee 
members met Sunday and 
took a number of deci- 
sions concerning the com- 
mittee's mission and activ- 
ities. 

He said the committee 
does not serve as a rival to 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation but stressed 
that the refugees' cause is 
at fee core of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and should 
be protected by all means. 

The statement said: “The 


Palestine issue is an Arab 
Nation problem as much as 
it is a problem for the 
Palestinians, and therefore 
it is the duty of all Arab 
countries to carry out col- 
lective action to defend fee 
refugees* rights.” 

The committee said it 
opposes any attempt to liq- 
uidate the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) or to reduce its 
services to the refugees 
because, it said, the agency 
has received a mandate 
from the international 
community to serve the 
refugees until fee problem 
has been solved. 

According ro fee state- 
ment. the committee 
reviewed the outcome of a 
meeting between fee 
refugees and Mamdouh 
Abbadi. mayor of Amman, 
following the demolition 
of a number of housing 


units in Al Hussein 
Refugee Camp. The com- 
mittee stressed the need 
for the implementation of 
what was agreed on during 
the meeting wife Dr. Abba- 
di, particularly under- 
standings concerning fee 
creation of new homes for 
those who lost feeir hous- 
ing in fee refugee camps. 

The group also requested 
that if be represented in 
contacts and talks wife 
UNRWA and the govern- 
ment in order to follow up 
on the demolition question 
at the camp. 

The statement said the 
committee members plan 
to meet with UNRWA 
Commissioner General 
Peter Hansen and other 
concerned officials to dis- 
cuss housi ns for those 
refugees who lost their 
homes in Al Hussein 
camp. 
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South and North Korea agree to 



high-level talks, venue undecided 


SEOUL (AFP.) — South 
Korea and North Korea 
agreed Monday to hold 
high-level talks for the first 
time in four years. 

But they differed on the 
venue, with Pyongyang 
wanting Beijing and Seoul 
pushing for the truce vil- 
lage of Panmunjom. 

“We will send a five- 
member delegation headed 
by the vice-minister of uni- 
fication to discuss bilateral 
issues including ways to 
renew South- North Korean 
relations and fertilisers,'* 
Seoul said in a message to 
the North. 

“We will keep April 1 1 as 
the date as your side has 
proposed, but taking into 
account that this is a new 
meeting ... we think it 
would be berter to hold it 
either in Panmunjom or 
elsewhere on the Korean 
Peninsula, whichever you 
choose." it said. 

Government officials 
said Seoul's message was 
relayed at 3:00 p.m. (0600 
GMT) over the hot-line 
telephone between the 
South and North Korean 
Red Cross liaison offices in 
Panmunjom. 

The meeting, if it goes 
ahead as scheduled, will be 


the first official govem- 
ment-ro-govemment con- 
tact between the two war- 
ring Koreas since ties were 
cut In July 1994 after the 
death of the North Korean 
leader Kim Il-Sung. 

Asked if the talks would 
take place even if North 
Korea insists on Beijing as 
the venue. Unification 
Minister Kang In-Duk told 
reporters: “We will make a 
decision after receiving a 
response back from North 
Korea." 

“Several issues, not only 
on fertilisers but also fami- 
ly reunions and economic 
exchanges, will be dis- 
cussed at this meeting." he 
added. 

But government officials 
here warned it was early to 
be too optimistic on non- 
food issues since North 
Korea's purpose for the 
meeting was “really for 
them to ask us for the fer- 
tilisers and food aid." 

“We will have to wait 
and see. but we hope North 
Korea would agree to 
change the venue since we 
are hoping this round of 
talks will lead to the begin- 
ning of dialogue between 
the two Koreas." a govern- 
ment official told AFP. 


“North Korea is desper- 
ate for the fertilisers and all 
the food aid it can get from 
us. Our government has 
said it was willing to offer 
more food aid only if North 
Korea officially asks for 
il" the official said. 

A panel of U.S. experts 
last u-eek said it estimated 
that at least one million 
North Koreans had died of 
hunger, and North Korea 
has said its supplies of food 
grains ran out completely 
m March. 

North Korea Saturday- 
proposed holding the vice- 
ministerial level talks in 
Beijing on April 1 1 to “dis- 
cuss the provision of fer- 
tilisers and other issues of 
bilateral concern." 

South Korea last month 
said it was ready to help 
supply possibly as much as 
200.000 tonnes of nitrate 
fertilisers to help the 
famine-stricken North's 
crippled agricultural sys- 
tem during the crucial 
spring planting season. 

Seoul has pledged 50.000 
tonnes of food through 
U.N. channels, and the 
South Korean Red Cross 
other 50,000 tonnes. 

South Korean President 
Kim Dae-Jung Sunday 


Leader says Khmer Rouge 
has routed government forces 


SRI SA KET. Thailand 
(AFP) — Cambodia's 
Khmer Rouge leader 
Khieu Samphan said 
Monday, and the Thai 
military confirmed, his 
forces had beaten back 
government troops try- 
ing to take the rebels’ 
last stronghold. 

Khieu Samphan said in 
an interview with clan- 
destine Khmer Rouge 
radio that his forces had 
routed Phnom Penh 
troops, who had been 
attempting to overrun 
Anlong Veng in northern 
Cambodia. 

“The whole of Anlong 
Veng has been complete- 
ly liberated and reoccu- 
pied by (Khmer Rouge) 
forces and local resi- 
dents. who have utterly 
destroyed the operation 
of Hun Sen and the com- 
munists." the radio said. 

A senior Thai military 
officer who escorted 
reporters to the border 
here in northeast 
Thailand Monday, con- 
firmed the Khmer Rouge 
old-guard had regained 
“complete control” of 
the jungle base. 

Khmer Rouge forces 
had by Saturday pushed 
the troops of second 
Premier Hun Sen south- 
wards to an area outside 
of Anlong Veng. seizing 
a string of villages for- 
merly occupied by state 
forces. Khieu Samphan 
said. 


The guerrillas had 
"chased out all the pup- 
pets and the traitors after 
completely destroying 
them," he said in the 
broadcast monitored 
here. 

A clean-up operation 
was underway in the 
vicinity of the sprawling 
jungle base.^ . .Khieu 
Samphan said in Tiis sed : 
ond broadcast in three 
days, apparently "aimed 
at proving rebel control 
of the area. 

The leader branded the 
battle a “major defeat” 
for Phnom Penh and 
vowed no such military 
advances into rebel terri- 
tory would take place 
again. He said seven 
government soldiers had 
been killed in a battle 
Saturday. 

A group of Khmer 
Rouge defectors, number 
by sources in the area at 
about 600. struck a deal 
late last month with gov- 
ernment forces, allowing 
troops to enter the 
Anlong Veng area for the 
first time in nearly four 


years. 

Government troops 
gained a shaky foothold, 
but were reportedly beat- 
en back in a counter- 
offensive, according to 
the Thai military and to 
Cambodian sources who 
have been to the area. 
Thousands of refugees 
fled 16 kilometres to the 
Thai border. 


Thailand said it had not 
allowed the refugees to 
cross the border, nor had 
it received any requests 
for asylum from the 
Khmer Rouge leader- 
ship. 

Colonel Theerasak 
Rirtivong. commander of 
16th infantry regiment in 
Sri.Sa Ket province, who 
confirmed the Khmer 
Rouge claims, said most 
of the 7.000 refugees had 
returned home as fight- 
ing subsided. 

About 200 families — 
between 1 .000 and 2.000 
people — were 
encamped on the 
Cambodian side of the 
border, their villages 
held by government 
troops. 

The rebel radio dis- 
missed as lies reports 
that Thailand had 
refused to open its bor- 
der to the fleeing resi- 
dents of Anlong Veng. 

No independent confir- 
mation of whether they , 
were actually allowed to 
enter Thailand was pos- 
sible as the border area is 
sealed to civilians. 

The radio. which 
broadcasts from a mobile 
unit thought to be in 
Anlong Veng, also 
strongly denied some 
reports which had indi- 
cated it was transmitting 
from within Thai territo- 


Jailed Chinese journalist 
must have treatment 


PARIS (AFP) — Press 
freedom activists demon- 
strated Monday at 
venues where Chinese 
Premier Zhu Rongji was 
meeting with French 
officials and business- 
men and demanded the 
urgent hospitalisation of 
imprisoned Chinese jour- 
nalist Gao Yu. 

Reporters sans 

Fronrieres (RSF 
Reporters without 

Borders) said in a state- 
ment distributed outside 
the headquarters of the 
French Employers* 
Association that the 
health of the 54-year-oJd 
journalist was causing 
“extreme concern". 

“Gao Yu's life is in 
danger.’* the commu- 
nique said. “We are not 
talking here about only 
allowing a journalist to 
express herself again but 
about allowing her to 
Jive." 


French police later 
picked up a dozen-odd 
members of the RSF 
group who were protest- 
ing about the plight of 
Gao Yu outside a big 
Paris hotel where the 
Chinese premier was 
holding another meeting 
with French business- 
men. The protesters were 
released after identity 
checks. 

Ms. Gao. 54. who 
worked for the Hong 
Kong newspapers Mirror 
Monthly and Chinese 
Overseas Daily, was 
arrested in October 1993 
and sentenced a year 
later to six years in 
prison for “divulging 
state secrets." 

China’s new Premier 
Mr. Zhu. on a three-day 
official visit to France, 
was meeting Monday 
with President Jacques 
Chirac and Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin as 


well as the speakers of 
the national assembly 
and the senate. 

It was unclear whether 
Gao Yu’s case would be 
raised during the discus- 


sions. 

RSF appealed for her 
release on medical 
grounds in March saying 
that this would mark a 
small step towards 
improving human rights 
in China. It also called 
for the "immediate, 
unconditional release of 
the 12 journalists cur- 
rently imprisoned in 
China." 

A year ago Gao Yu won 
the prestigious 

UNESCO/Guillermo 
Cano Prize for Freedom 
of the Press. She had 
already spent 14 months 
in prison following the 
1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown. 


welcomed North Korea's 
proposal as “major 
progress and change” jn 
relations between the two 
Koreas. still technically at 
war since the 1950-53 
Korean war ended with the 
signing of an armisiice. 

South and North Korea, 
the United Stales and 
China have held two 
rounds of talks in Geneva 
to try to replace the 
armistice with a permanent 
peace treaty, but the last 
round broke down last 
month and they have not 
yet even set the date for the 
next meeting. 

Mr. Kim has said he was 
against any “German- 
style" absorption of the 
North by the South, and a 
strict separation of politics 
from economic contacts. 

Mr. Kim also placed pri- 
ority on uniting the mil- 
lions of family members 
divided by the 1950-53 
Korean war in what he 
called his “sunshine poli- 
cy." 

Since the war only one 
reunion has been held, 
involving a handful of 
family members, in 1985. 
Many have no idea 
whether relatives are alive 
or dead. 


Fifty face 
execution, 
jail for 
selling 112 
people in 
China 


BEUING i AFP) — 
Chinese authorities have 
sentenced 52 people to 
death. Life imprisonment or 
shorter jail terms for 
abducting and selling 112 
women and children in the 
southeastern province of 
Fujian, an official said 
Monday. 

Seven received the death 
penalty while two were 
sent to prison for life, the 
official from the Quanzhou 
People's Intermediate 
Court said, adding the rest 
received sentences ranging 
from 1 S months to 1 5 


years. 

The Sing Tao newspaper 
in Hong Kong said the sen- 
tences were passed at a 
court in Anxi district, 
where most of the gang 
came from, adding it was 
the largest such case to 
date. 

The gang, headed by 
three brothers, also raped 
13 of the women. Five of 
them attempted suicide, 
two successfully, it said. 

The case came to light 
when some of the women 
escaped and alerted the 
police who moved in to end 
the gang's four-year crime 
spree, the official said. 

The 110 women and two 
children, a boy of 1 6 and a 
14- year-old girl, came 
from the poorer provinces 
of Guizhou in the south- 
west or Guangxi in the 
south and were sold in the 
wealthier coastal province 
of Fujian for between 
1.700 and 3.500 yuan 
($202 to S3 9 3 > between 
1991 and 1995. 

The official said I wo of 
the women were kidnapped 
by members of their own 
family. 

Women are often sold to 
poor farmers in remote 
rural areas w ho are looking 
for wives, while children 
go to couples who cannot 
conceive. 

Most of the women in the 
Fujian case had returned to 
their families but some had 
preferred to stay with their 
husbands, the official said. 

Public security ministry 
figures show that nation- 
wide between 1991 and 
1995. 88.700 women and 
children had been freed 
from kidnap, while 32.000 
trafficking gangs had been 
broken up and 143.000 
people arrested. 




Northern Ireland peace talks chairman and former U.S. Senator George Mitchell 
arrives at Stormont for the final week of multi-party peace talks. The parties have 
until Thursday's deadline to reach an agreement on the future of Northern Ireland. 
(Reuters photo) 


N. Ireland Protestant rules 


out agreement at any price 


BELFAST (.AFP) — Ulster 
Unionists said Monday that 
they would not sign up to an 
"agreement at any price" for 
a Northern Ireland peace 
settlement. 

Jeffrey Donaldson, nego- 
tiator for the Ulster 
Unionists, the province's 
biggest party representing 
the Protestant majority, told 
BBC radio there were still 
fundamental difficulties to 
be resolved before an agree- 
ment could be reached. 

London and Dublin hope 
to present a blueprint settle- 
ment to the negotiators 
Monday. 

Mr. Donaldson told BBC 
Radio: "I think there are 
still very real difficulties to 
be resolved between us in 
terms of arriving at an 
agreement. “Those difficul- 
ties are fairly fundamental 
and it's nor clear yet 
whether they can actually 


be resolved for the dead- 
line." 

Mr. Donaldson added: "At 
the end of the day. the 
Ulster Unionists want to see 
agreement but it is not 
agreement at any price. We 
represent the pro-union 
people of Northern Ireland 
and we will not be signing 
up to an agreement which 
would fundamentally 
undermine Northern 

Ireland's position within the 
United Kingdom.” 

The head of the Ulster 
Unionist Party. David 


Trimble, agreed there were 


still problems regarding a 
key issue — creation of a 
cross-border body linking 
Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic. 

Referring to the Catholic 
nationalists, he told the 
BBC: “We understand their 
concerns. We are readyto - 
meer their concerns if we 


Euthanasia row looms 


large in Dutch election 


AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Controversial proposals to 
legalise euthanasia and 
endorse two decades of 
tacit medical practice 
have electrified an other- 
wise staid Dutch election 
campaign as leading par- 
ties barFle for floating vot- 


ers. 

With more than u third 
of the electorate still 
wavering and three-quar- 
ters of that number rating 
euthanasia a hot political 
issue, the stakes are high 
ahead of the May 6 poll. 

The reformist D66. 
junior partner in the cur- 
rent three-way coalition 
with Labour and the 
Liberals iVVD). has 
already announced ii will 
fight ihe election on a pro- 
euthanasia ticket. 

Desperate to reverse a 
steep decline in opinion 
polls. D66 has shifted the 
emphasis of its campaign 
away from the ee«:>nom> 
and’ towards ethics, ft 
hopes to revive its flag- 
ging fortunes by champi- 
oning mercy killings. 

Its proposed amend- 
ments to existing legisla- 
tion have unleashed a 
parry-political war of 
words which could have a 
real bearing on the out- 
come of next month's 
poll. 


Opening the attack in 
Protestant daily newspa- 
per Trouw. Kees Klop of 
the opposition Christian 
Democrats (CD A) said 32 
years of D66 had yielded 
three rights: “The right to 
kill others... the right to 
kill yourself... and the 
right to shop Sundays". 

D66 party leader. Health 
Minister Els Borst. 
slammed the comments as 
“a scandalous caricature" 
of the truth. 

Although technically 
illegal. Euthanasia is tol- 
erated by the Dutch 
authorities provided cer- 
tain strict conditions are 
met. The onus is on a 
physician to prove a com- 
pelling argument for 
relieving suffering, as 
opposed to preserving 
life. 

Right-to-die campaign- 
ers believe the existing 
rules offer doctors insuffi- 
cient legal protection and 
point to. a string of prose- 
cutions brought in 1973 
after the government 
changed its interpretation 
of the guidelines. 

D66 wants to clarify the 
existing laws so that doc- 
tors who follow the rules 
are exempt from prosecu- 
tion. 

Its proposals have won 
support from the VVD. 


and Labour Prime 
Minister Wim Kok has 
said the issue could play a 
role in talks to form a new 
coalition. 

The CDA. however, 
have made clear they will 
not countenance the' D66 
proposals. Vigorously 
anti-euthanasia and anti- 
abortion. the CDA is the 
second largest party in the 
current parliament, with 
34 of the 1 50 seats, and is 
running a close third in 


opinion polls. 

“Euthanasia is becoming 
a highly topical issue once 
more." Jan Van Der Worp. 
director of the Dutch 
Voluntary Euthanasia 
Society (DVES) told 
Reuters. 

He said DVES was 
advising its 100.000 
members to vote for par- 
ties backing euthanasia 
reform in their electoral 


programmes. 

"That’s not only d66 but 
also the liberal and green 
left parties." he said. 

A poll by Dutch radio 
concluded 84 per cent of 
voters were in favour of 
legalising euthanasia if 
carried out by a doctor 
under strict conditions. In 
1996. doctors said they 
helped 3.200 people to 
die. 


Dinosaur remains found 


under Argentine city 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) 
— Fossil bones of a 
dinosaur 85 million years 
old have been uncovered 
by construction workers 
in south-western 


Argentina, palaeontolo- 
gists reported late 

Sunday. 

The remains were 

uncovered by workers in 
the Patagonian city of 


Neuquen. some 575 kilo- 
meters southwest of 
Buenos Aires, as they 
were digging for the 
foundation of a building, 
palaeontologists from the 
National University of 
Comahue said. 

The palaeontologists 
are still not certain what 
kind of dinosaur it is. but 
speculated that it was 


likely to be a known 
species that was ei®ht 
metres long. e 

The remains, especially 
the skull, were in a bad 
state due to the humidity 
in the soil, palaeontolo- 
gist Pablo Posse told 
reporters. 

Dinosaur fossils have 
been found in the area 
before. 
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can. but the problem is how 
do you do that and still have 
an institution that is work- 
able.” 

Catholics want such a 
body to have executive 
powers but the Protestants 
are wary that such an 
arrangement would give the 
Republic of Ireland too 
much of a say in the running 
of Northern Ireland affairs. 

Despite crucial differ- 
ences on the north-south 
body, the British and Irish 1 
governments sponsoring the 
talks are optimistic that a 
peace agreement wifi be 
signed on April 9. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam said 
she was certain that an 
agreement between all par- 
ties would be found by the 
Thursday deadline set by 
the American chairman of 
the talks, former Senator^ 
George Mitchell. 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 
was preparing Monday 
for a 24-hour visit by 
French President 

Jacques Chirac, whose 
arrival coincides with 
the sixth anniversary of 
the start of the 1992-95 
war. 

Mr. Chirac, making 
his first trip to Bosnia, 
was to arrive in 
Sarajevo from Paris at 
around 8:00 p.m. (1800 
GMT), and spend much 
of Tuesday in the capi- 
tal before visiting a 
French army base at 
Mostar. 

Over the weekend city 
workers hoisted the 
French tricolour along- 
side the Bosnian and 
Muslim-Croat 
Federation flags on 
lamp posts in the city 
centre, where buildings 
are still peppered by 
bullet holes and streets 
cratered with “Sarajevo 
roses” — the imprints 
of deadly Serb mortar 
shells. 

“Bosnia-Herzegovina 
will welcome Chirac as 
a friend, and Sarajevans 
will never forget his 
role in lifting the city’s 
siege” the Oslobodenje 
newspaper wrote 

Monday. 

Mr. Chirac, who took 
office in May 1995. is 
seen as being more will- 
ing than his predecessor 
Francis Mitterrand to 
use NATO firepower 
against Serb forces 
which had been laying 
siege to Sarajevo since 
April 6. 1992. 

Seven months later he 
hosted the signing in 
Paris of the Dayton 
peace accords, which 

;;ded the war by 
deploying a multina- 
tional NATO-led force 
across the former 
Yugoslav Republic. 

Mitterrand was the ’ 
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visit Bosnia, and he did * 'Ui-h, cri;i j 
so in spectacular form, - ^ -.aid F r ,’, k |, 
donning a flak jacket to ; -^nd. ls ^ )t 
pay a brief visit to • ■*.* Biv„ ;ri , L , n 
Sarajevo two months 
after the siege began. : "i; 

But many Sarajevans ; ;j%h , . 
feel he was opposed to ; ' 

the use of air-strikes 
against the Serb gunners t : ,l illin 2s , 
high in the hills over r ^ rebel; „ t 'L 
their.city. . ; > 

‘Mitterrand min- ’ . 'jJrRpF, rii ' , i ‘ 

imised the problem in j ya '' u '; 

Bosnia to a humanitari- irnii t] “ ' 
an issue,” Oslobodenje ? 
wrote, whereas “Chirac • , n - 
marked a radical turning • . JHiii* ( _ - 
point in French policy.” H the' w 

Mr. Chirac’s pro-- ^ 

gramme includes a ' 
gathering with the ■— 

French community after w 

his arrival Monday. 111 
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his arrival Monday. • *v m 
Tuesday he meets sep* : 
arately. then together i ft, 

with President Alija <2%ii Ul , 
Izetbegovic. a Muslim, c 
and the Serb and Croat ?. . u j | ri 
members of Bosnia’s u * ilL ' 

collective presidency, ' K 

Momcilo Krajisnik and \\ Wann^j_ 
Kresimir Zubak. ‘ * k" 

After that he will take ^ 
a walk through the city • % , ^ u 


centre and speak at ti# l " prw . ' 

, l M 


national theatre ' L t- ' 

young Muslims, Serbs 
and Croats who are 
being bussed in for the 
occasion from all ° ver i % 

Bosnia. ... 

Later Tuesday he will 
fly to Mostar — 

Herzegovina city divid- 


ed between Muslim 5 i-|W 


and Croats — to tagg <* ^ 

some of the ^ 

French troops serving • 


rrenen troops 
with the NATO-led 




peacekeeping 

Stabilisation 

(SFOR). 




•Uil-hj, . 




. ^ 1 »>* t 





*>' April 7 



World News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, April 7, 1998 


° s nk ft a n a( i ur 
w<xit s j e f m( i s 

y re,lc h conduct 
French 

hir ac \ 

^ Rwanda 


army in 


J — hiti; 


"AR., PARIS (AFP) — French 
r. ^ r ? e S‘HHj ex-Premier Edouard 
^ “ L r ' n ^ Balladur Monday defend- 
\ )il p ed the conduct of French 
troops during Rwanda’s 
l -hir^ 1994 genocide, after 
• !, incid e . charges that they let hun- 
Jiinucrv t; dreds of Tutsis be ihas sa- 
■«f cred by Hutu killers. 

Mr. Balladur. who was 
- . • right-wing prime minister 
? , ri from 1993 to 1995, told 

t Vi A Prpni'Vi M/fin 


‘•i.ir 


the French radio station 
p e Europe 1 that “the French 
M 1 Mjn array had no responsibility 
; I 1 " 1 1 1* for the genocide in 
■p cn dnn Rwanda, just the oppo- 
;n lhi - * site.” 


' '1 * 1(108 


Sir 


He said he would give 
evidence on April 21 to a 
National Assembly inves- 
etfkenc.- ligation currently being 
'■ l i -ted held into the French role 
ai IP in ethnically troubled 
' Rwanda, along with other 
•u: ‘ three other ex-ministers 

:1 42 , from his cabinet, Alain 

- ;rt ;hc - Juppe (foreign affairs). 

: r 7 Francois Leotard 

-J-vftJ: (defence) and Michel 

1 ‘ J Roussin (cooperation). 

“We will make sure that 
the honour of France and 
the French army is pro- 
tected from attacks that 
are completely unfair,” 
Balladur said, adding 
1 i,r i that France had been the 
only country to request 
• humanitarian intervention 
.- — "in Rwanda, or to send 
• troops in number to police 

*■ the conflict 

He said he was “scan- 
dalised” that France was 
: ■«.; being held responsible 

- . - when it was the only coun- 

try that attempted to pre- 
v • vent the “genocide” and to 
", use that word to describe 
v .. .. die massacres in which 
. ‘ between 500,000 and 

: 800,000 Tutsis and moder- 

“ ■ : • ate Hutus are estimated to 
; r have been killed by Hutu 
extremists. 

r " Friday, a London-based 
- i ' rights group, African 
Rights, accused French 
*•’ troops stationed in parts of 
: r -“ Rwanda 10 weeks after 

. •’ • .. the beginning of the mass 
" slaughter of ignoring the 
pleas of wounded Tutsis, 
.. effectively leaving 1,000 
people to be slaughtered. 

The report said French 
marine commandos left 
the Tutsis at Bisesero in 
" western Rwanda, telling 
- them they would return in 
... • three days, which they did 
■ • -v’y to find they had been mas- 
V.’... sacred. 

• T. The mass killings ended 
- ' when then rebels of the 
mainly Tutsi Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF) rout- 
, ed the Hum extremist 
. : .. Interahamwe militia and 
- French-trained Hutu gov- 

errunent troops in July 
•* *' 1994, establishing a new 
. .. regime in the capital 
‘ " .i Kigali. 



Sonia Gandhi (left), the Italian-born widow of former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, confers with Congress Party Vice-President Jitendra Prasad at a party con- 
ference which ratified her appointment as president of the partv in New Delhi 
(Reuters photo) 

India’s Hindu government under 
fascist control, says Congress Party 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's oldest party said 
Monday the country’s new 
Hindu nationalist govern- 
ment was controlled by a 
‘■fascist” organisation. 

The 113-year-old 

Congress — which ratified 
Sonia Gandhi, widow of 
assassinated former premier 
Rajiv Gandhi, as party chief 
— said the coalition gov- 
ernment led by the national- 
ist BJP was being run by 
fundamentalists who want- 
ed to turn India into a Hindu 
theocracy. 

“The BJP is not master of 
its own house and ultimate- 
ly it is the RSS, a fascist 
organisation, which runs the 
show.” a resolution drafted 
by the party said of the new 
government which took 
office last month. 

“This political duplicity 
will, at some point of time, 
reach a flashpoint.” 


The Congress, founded in 
1883, is in decline after 
dominating politics under 
the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty 
for most of the half-century 
since independence. 

It lost power in 1996 in its 
worst-ever election show- 
ing. Its total of 141 of 545 
seats in the just-concluded 
Februaiy-March elections 
failed to improve on thar 
disaster. 

The Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP. 
Indian People’s Party), the 
Congress’ arch-rivals and 
accused of championing 
Hindu supremacy in secular 
India, led a coalition to 
power last month. 

The BJP traces its origins 
to the Hindu right-wing 
Rashtriya Swayamsevaic 
Sangh (RSS, National 
Volunteer Corps). 

That organisation was 
temporarily banned after 


being blamed for the 1992 
razing of a mosque that 
claimed the lives of some 
2.000 people in subsequent 
religious violence. 

Indian Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee last 
week said the RSS was 
being misrepresented and 
was good for national disci- 
pline. 

The Congress resolution 
said it would never ally 
itself with the BJP or its 
allies. ‘The Congress has 
never in the past and shall 
never in the future, make 
any compromise, under any 
circumstances, with these 
forces. 

“The pluralistic society of 
India is the only guarantee 
of its unity and integrity,” it 
said. “The Congress party 
pledges to safeguard this 
identity ... and is prepared 
to make any sacrifices for 
this cause." 


U.N. urged to hear crimes against women 


COLOMBO (R) — The pro- 
posed international criminal 
court should hear cases of war 
crimes against women and indi- 
viduals should be allowed to 
.petition it, the UN. special rap- 
porteur on violence against 
women said 

As UN. members draw up 
plans for the court, the official, 
Radhika Coomaraswamy, said 
judicial independence would be 
threatened if crimes against 
women were referred to the 
new court only by the UN. 
Security Council 

“Some countries are suggest- 
ing the Security Council should 
refer the cases. This will be a 
real dilution. It should be indi- 
vidual petitions and indepen- 
dent prosecutors handling the 
cases,” Ms. Cromaraswamy 
said without elaborating. 

“We want the court to deal 
with women's issues, including 
sexual offences, as war crimes 
against women,” she told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Lawyers from more than 100 
countries are scheduled to meet 
in Rome in June to finalise 
plans for the international crim- 
inal court. 


The proposed court is sepa- 
rate from the established 
International Court of Justice at 
the Hague, which handles dis- 
putes between nations. 

Ms. Coomaraswamy, who is 
to hand over her 1997 report on 
women in armed conflict to the 
U.N. human rights commission 
later this week, said there was a 
need to refine existing humani- 
tarian legal standards to deal 
with violence against women. 

■“The convention on genocide 
and tomne and the Geneva con- 
vention, in particular, should be 
reexamined and utilised in this 
light,” Ms. Coomaraswamy 
says in her report a copy of 
which was obtained by Reuters. 

“Sexual violence against 
women is meant to demonstrate 
victory over the men of the 
other group who have failed to 
protect their women. It is battle 
among men fought over the 
bodies of women,” the report 
says. 

Ms. Coomaraswamy said the 
international approach on war 
crimes against women had 
changed rapidly in the past 
years, but soil more needed to 
be done to make people aware 


of the issues. 

“The world is recognising h 
as a terrible thing. Earlier this 
didn’t happen, but from recog- 
nising it to implementing (pros- 
ecutions) is still a big step,” she 
added. 

The Security Council in 1993 
created a tribunal in the Hague 
during the Yugoslav civil war 
and another in Arusha, 
Tanzania, after the 1994 geno- 
cide in Rwanda. 

“This is the first time in the 
history of the world that people 
are being actually convicted for 
crimes against women during 
times of war," Ms. 
Coomaraswamy said, 

In her report, Ms. 
Coomaraswamy says UN. 
peacekeepers should be given 
necessary training in gender 
issues before they are sent to 
troubled areas. She also calls for 
an international fund to rehabil- 
itate women. 

“The international communi- 
ty should have a special fund 
and project that has as its pri- 
mary focus the provision of 
comprehensive service to post- 
conflict societies,” the report 
say's. 


Vaccine might work against ear infections 


\: 


\k 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
new vaccine that mi gh t work 
against ear infections is safe in 
rabies and does stimulate 
their immune systems, 
researchers said Monday. 

^ - A If it wotks as planned, the 
•• ?•*. vaccine, being developed by 
^ .American home products 
■ ■, Wyeth-Lederie division, 
would be the first to prevent 
ear infections in very young 
children. 

Dt; Margaret Rennels of the 
University of Maryland med- 
ical centre said the PNCRM7 
vaccine was safe and srimulat- 
; ed the immune systems of the 
babies tested 

. -'i - J She said the vaccine could 
prevent many cases of otitis 
- media, the main kind of ear 
, ", . , infection in children. 

‘ ‘ V, ;iv ' “We wiD have the potential 
10 prevent up to 85 percent of 
•• ^ y ,; . cases of invasive pneumococ- 
* •. cal disease and 65 per cenr of 

1,. y\ Pneumococcal otitis media in 
Us. children,” she said in a 
, statement 

, v- t Ear infections are no minor 


. j. 




matter. They affect 85 percent 
of children by the time they 
turn 3. More than a third of aU 
■visits to paediatricians — 24 
miflion visits a year — involve 
ear infections. 

Traditionally, we have 
treated these infections with 
penicillin and other antibi- 
otics," Dr. Rennels said in a 
statement, “But the alarming- 
ly rapid emergence of strains 
resistant to both penicillin and 
cephalosporins has created an 
urgent need for pneumococcal 
vaccines that are effective in 
infants.” 

Such infections usually 
clear up on their own. But 
doctors worried about hearing 
loss and often- pressured by 
panicked parents who have 
beat listening to their child 
scream, usually prescribe 
antibiotics. 

' Such practice is being 
blamed for helping the spread 
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 
Experts say overuse of antibi- 
otics has helped the drug- 
resistant supexbugs to evolve. 


and. they say many patients do 
not take their full courses of 
antibiotics, which adds to the 
problem. 

A vaccine that stopped ear 
infections from happening in 
the first place would help 
greatly. It would not only pre- 
vent disease in immunised 
children, but would have what 
immunologists call a “herd 
effect" — it would stop the 
spread of the infection in gen- 
eral because there would be 
less of the bug to spread 
around. 

There is no vaccine to pro- 
tect babies and young children 
against streptococcus pneu- 
moniae, which causes pneu- 
monia. ear infections and 
meningitis, Wyeth’s vaccine, 
which protects" against seven 
strains, is in phase III clinical 
trials — usually the last step 
before seeking Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
approved. 

It is formulated to work 
against seven different strains 
of S. pneumoniae:. 


The study, conducted in 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh. 

Nashville and Atlanta, 
involved 212 healthy two- 
month-old infants. Half got 
PNCRM7 and half got anoth- 
er vaccine as a control. 

They got shots at two, four 
and six months and a booster 
after a yean “Primary immu- 
nisation, followed tty a boost- 
er shot of PNCRM7, seemed 
to be acceptably safe and 
resulted in significant rises in 
antibody to all seven strains,” 
Dr. Rennels said. 

Each year in the United 
Stares disease caused by pneu- 
mococci is responsible for 
estimated 3.000 cases of 
meningitis, 50,000 cases of 
bacteremia or blood infection, 
500.000 cases of pneumonia 
and seven million cases of oti- 
tis media, according to the 
National Foundation for 
Infectious Diseases (NFXD). 

Companies are also working 
on vaccines against 
haemophilus influenza, anoth- 
er cause of such infections. 


Australian senate refuses to 
pass unamended native title bill 


CANBERRA (AFP) — 
Australia’s upper house 
senate Monday gave Prime 
Minister John Howard the 
constitutional trigger he 
needs to call an early elec- 
tion by amending his gov- 
ernment's native title bill. 

The amendment, which 
sought to ensure the bill 
was covered by the Racial 
Discrimination Act 

(RDA), followed a warn- 
ing by the minister respon- 
sible for landrights legisla- 
tion. Nick Minchin, that it 
would be rejected. 

It was moved by the 
Labour opposition and 
passed by 32 votes to 31 
with the backing of the 
centrist Australian 

Democrats, Greens and 
key independent Brian 
Harradine. 

Mr. Howard's refusal to 
accept the vote of former 
Labour senator Mai 


Colston, who switched 
sides last year to support 
the conservative govern- 
ment. thar was crucial to 
the outcome. 

Mr. Colston is facing 
charges of fraud arising 
from alleged misuse of his 
travel allowances. 

Mr. Minchin, who is spe- 
cial minister of state, said 
the government had 
attempted to meet senate 
concerns with amend- 
ments it had put forward 
but would not accept a 
move to make the legisla- 
tion subject to the RDA. 

“The amendments pre- 
sented to the government 
on the RDA are not able to 
be supported by the gov- 
ernment." he said. 

The amendment was 
essentially the same as that 
passed by the senate when 
it first debated the bill late 
last rear. 


In preparing to vote for 
the Labour amendment, 
the Democrats and Greens 
questioned whether there 
was any point in continu- 
ing with the rest of the bill. 

“If this particular clause 
is totally unacceptable to 
the Howard government, 
then perhaps we are on the 
way to the election ... per- 
haps we should all go 
home." Democrats Senator 
John Woodley said. 

However, Mr. Minchin 
ruled out ending debate, 
saying the government 
wanted the lower house to 
consider the senate’s ver- 
sion of the bill. 

“So we would hope and 
intend that we have a full 
debate of this bill and puss 
the bill, albeit it would 
appear with some amend- 
ments the government may 
not be able ro accept in the 
House of Representatives,” 


Mr. Minchin said. 

Mr. Howard has warned 
that a second refusal by the 
senate to pass the bill in 
substantially unamended 
form would" mean an early 
election ihis year. 

The bill seeks to largely 
reverse a ruling by the 
High Courr in a 1 996 case 
brought by the Wik people, 
which clarified pans of the 
Native Tide Act. 

The act allowed 
Australia's 386,000 
Aborigines to claim their 
native rights to use the 40- 
ro-70 per cent of 
Australia's land mass, 
which is under pastoral or 
mining leases. The Wik 
decision found that native 
title and pastoral leases 
could coexist. 

The election must be 
held by next March, but 
could be as early as July. 


Yeltsin 
outside 
Moscow 
preparing for 
roundtable 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin was spending 
Monday at his Gorky-9 
country residence outside 
Moscow- preparing for 
Tuesday’s "roundtable" 
talks with parliamentary and 
trade union leaders. ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

The talks are aimed at 
building a consensus on the 
formation of Russia’s new 
government and its pro- 
gramme, but Mr. Yeltsin has 
made clear he will not com- 
promise over his nominee 
for prime minister, the little- 
known Sergei Kiriyenko. 

A Kremlin statement said 
Mr. Yeltsin, who sacked the 
previous government on 
March 23. would make 
opening and closing remarks 
at the meeting. It is expected 
to start around midday 
(0800 GMT) Tuesday. 

The speakers of the two 
chambers of parliament and 
Mr. Kiriyenko. 35, energy 
minister in the previous cab- 
inet. are also due to address 
the meeting, which will be 
attended by leaders of the 
main parliamentary factions. 

Interfax news agency 
quoted presidential 

spokesman Sergei 

Yastrzhembsky as saying 
Mr. Yeltsin hoped the talks 
would result in a declaration 
of support for Mr. 
Kiriyenko’s candidacy. The 
state Duma, Parliament’s 
lower house, is expected to 
debate and vote on his nom- 
ination Friday. 


Court tells Yeltsin to 
sign booty art law 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia’s highest court ruled 
Monday that President 
Boris Yeltsin must yield to 
parliament and sign a law 
declaring that all art works 
looted by Soviet forces dur- 
ing World War II remain 
Russian property. 

The Constitutional Court, 
which was brought into the 
dispute last year as presi- 
dent and parliament locked 
horns over the trophy art, 
declared that the Russian 
head of state is constitu- 
tionally obliged to sign the 
bill given the overwhelm- 
ing vote in suppon of the 
legislation in both houses. 

But Mr. Yeltsin stood his 
ground Monday as a senior 
aide warned that the 
Russian president has 
already complained to the 
court over the way parlia- 
ment conducted the war 
booty vote. 

Sergei Shakhrai, Mr. 
Yeltsin’s representative at 
the Constitutional Court, 
said Mr. Yeltsin had already 
lodged his own deposition 
with the supreme court 
challenging the vote and 
arguing that the bill would 
contravene Russia's inter- 
national commitments. 

The president wilt how- 
ever. have to sign the bill 
first before challenging it. 
now that the Constitutional 
Court has given its verdict. 

“Any decision of the court 
should be carried out, even 
if it is unjust and legally not 
correct,'' Mr. Shakhrai was 
quoted as saying by ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

The controversial bill 
relates to all cultural trea- 


sures looted by Soviet 
forces during World War 0. 
but the majority came from 
Nazi Germany, and the tro- 
phy art has developed into 
an untimely bone of con- 
tention between Moscow 
and Berlin. 

Parliament’s efforts to 
legalise its ownership of the 
war booty rankle badly in 
Germany, which has been 
seeking "restitution of the art 
for years. 

The ruling moreover 
comes at a tense juncture in 
the perennially difficult 
relationship between Mr. 
Yeltsin and the state Duma, 
or lower house of parlia- 
ment. and the Federation 
Council, the upper house, 
as president and parliament 
prepare for a showdown 
over Mr. Yeltsin's recent 
government shake-up. 

The Russian president is 
due to meet his parliamen- 
tary foes in roundtable talks 
Tuesday on the composi- 
tion of the new- government 
before a parliament vote 
later in the week on his 
controversial choice of pre- 
mier. the young technocrat 
Sergei Kinyenko. 

Mr. Yeltsin, mindful of 
the damage it would cause 
ro Russia's fledgling part- 
nership with Germany, 
vetoed the trophy art bill 
last year, only to see parlia- 
ment overturn his veto. 

But the Russian president 
still refused to the sign the 
bill, arguing that deputies 
violated voting procedures 
by resorting to postal votes 
in order to override his 
veto. Both president and 
parliament turned to the 


Constitutional Court to 
consider their complaints. 

Monday’s verdict related 
to the parliament's plaint, 
with the court still due to 
rule on Mr. Yeltsin’s 
charges of voting irregular- 
ities. 

The original law applies 
to “all cultural treasures 
brought to the USSR during 
World War II, whoever their 
current owners may be or 
whatever the circumstances 
under which they were 
acquired.” 

It bans "illegal export of 
this Russian property" and 
considers the goods "com- 
pensation for the damage 
caused to the cultural her- 
itage" of the Soviet Union 
during the war against Nazi 
Germany. 

The booty includes 
300,000 works of an. 
including the famed 
Priam's Treasure excavated 
in 1873 from the presumed 
site of the ancient city of 
Troy, two million books 
and three kilometres of 
archives. 

After insisting for 
decades that there were no 
plundered artworks in 
Kremlin cellars or the 
vaults of Russian museums, 
the country has been gradu- 
ally bringing the treasures 
to light in recent years. 

Paintings by Renoir, 
Manet, van Gogh. Degas 
and Gauguin have all 
turned up in exhibitions in 
Saint Petersburg and 
Moscow. and Priam’s 
Treasure has been given a 
room in Moscow's Pushkin 
Museum. 


Japan reports rise in foreigners 
forced into prostitution 


TOKYO i AFT) — Police 
reported a huge rise in 
1997 in distress calls from 
foreign women lured ro 
Japan with the promise of 
bar hostess work and then 
forced into prostitution, a 
news agency said 
Monday. 

Sources in the National 
Policy Agency said the 
number of foreigners 
trapped in prostitution 
who had managed to take 
their plight to authorities 
soared to 32 in 1997 from 
just nine the year before. 

In 1995, the total was 
eight and the year before 
there were only four, 
according to unnamed 
police officials quoted by 
E-Cyodo News Agency. The 
National Police Agency 
could not confirm the 
report. 

Police officials told 
Kyodo News the women, 
mostly from Asia and 
Latin America, were told 
when leaving their home 
countries they would be 
working as bar hostesses 
in Japan. 

But on arrival they were 


forced to work as prosti- 
tutes, they said. 

In most cases, the 
women were rold they 
owed fees for the trips to 
Japan to their sponsors, 
many of whom were bar 
owners. Their passports 
w’ere also confiscated, 
police were quoted as say- 
ing. 

They were kept under 
continual surveillance and 
barred from going out 
except for prostitution, the 
officials said. All earnings 
w r ere given directly to bar 
owners to pay for rent and 
to repay “debts ” the offi- 
cials said. 

OF the 32 cases last year, 
15 were women from 
Taiwan, six from 
Colombia, and two each 
from Hong Kong, 
Thailand and Costa Rica. 
Kyodo quoted the officials 
as saying. 

The cries for help were 
received from women who 
had managed to escape 
their surveillance and find 
a police station, and from 
members of the victims’ 
families who had contact- 


ed police overseas, the 
officials reportedly said. 

Japan's "yakuza”. or 
organised crime, is heavi- 
ly involved in the prostitu- 
tion racket. 

The National Police 
Agency issued a report 
Friday saying that 25 
yakuza members were 
arrested in 1997, up from 
nine in 1996, for assisting 
in the illegal entry of for- 
eigners. 

It said 193 foreign pros- 
titutes were arrested last 
year, of whom 132 were 
from Asia, 50 from 
Colombia and 1 1 “others." 
Of the Asian total, there 
were 61 from Thailand. 

The report said 448 
cases involved arrests for 
the illegal entry of for- 
eigners and 40.9 per cent 
of those cases were related 
to prostitution or sex bars. 

There were a total 3.271 
prostitution cases that 
came to light in 1997, 12 
per cent involving foreign 
prostitutes, according to 
the police report. 

The plight of foreigners 
forced into prostitution in 


Japan was highlighted in 
1994 by the case of Thai 
woman Pailin Boonchum, 
then 24. whose mother 
appealed to the Thai pre- 
mier to help rescue her. 

Ms. Pailin escaped dur- 
ing a raid by immigration 
officers. 

In an earlier letter to her 
mother. Ms. Pailin said 
she was being held in a 
yakuza-owned bar in 
Tokyo, that her travel doc- 
uments had been confis- 
cated and that she was 
being beaten and forced 
into sex with drunken cus- 
tomers. 

“Japanese men lock- 
down on us,” she told a 
Thai newspaper on her 
return. “There are a lot of 
prostitutes from several 
countries in Japan so don't 
think you can make your 
fortune there.” 

The Japanese govern- 
ment has submitted legis- 
lation to parliament to ban 
bar owners from confis- 
cating employees’ pass- 
ports. 
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Sound move 


THE GOVERNMENT’S announcement 
that it was abandoning the controversial 
draft law that was intended to control pri- 
vate sector saving funds was a welcome 
move. The draft law came under a barrage 
of criticism not only by the affected employ- 
ees and professional unions, but by 67 law- 
makers who submitted a petition calling on 
the government to abandon the move, 
which would have adversely affected 
150,000 employees with savings worth more 
than JD250 million. 

The controversy, which lasted for a few 
weeks, leaves a big question unanswered. 
Why did the government take the decision 
in the first place without prior considera- 
tion of its repercussions and impact on the 
people and the investment climate in the 
Kingdom? 

Sound planning and management dictates 
that extensive discussion with all appropri- 
ate sectors of society should have been 
sought before coming up with the proposed 
legislation. Governments should not experi- 
ment with new laws before they are first 
researched, then evaluated. 

The way the government went about the 
draft law created panic. While many benefi- 
ciaries of those funds would like to have 
more say in the way the funds are managed 
and invested, almost none of them would 
trust the state bureaucracy to do the job. If 
employees had stronger labour unions they 
would certainly have more say in how their 
funds are circulated and made profitable. In 
many companies these funds are managed 
by the owners of the company and mostly 
invested in the company or its outlets, some- 
thing that does not augur well for the well- 
being of the funds and the beneficiaries. 

If any lesson is to be learnt from the 
painful experience of the so-called Asian 
tigers, it is that economies only prosper with 
less government intervention both at the 
economic as well as the political level. If 
provident funds are mismanaged and 
under-utilised, as some bureaucrats claim, 
then the only solution is to empower the 
people who subscribe to them to enable 
them to manage and dispense their monies 
in the wav they feel fit 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Arab A1 Ya win's Riham Farm discussed the 
task of the U.N. weapons inspection teams in Iraq who 
have completed their first stage of searching the presi- 
dential palaces without finding any trace of any 
weapons of mass destruction. Now that the inspection 
teams have announced that they found no weapons at 
all in these palaces, there is no justification for further 
sanctions on the Iraqi people. Farra said. She said the 
U.S. has been alleging that the weapons were hidden in 
the palaces and for that reason it massed a formidable 
force and threatened to attack Iraq, but the inspection 
and the continued surveillance of the palace sites 
proved that nothing exists there. Unless the Americans 
come up with a new excuse for extending the inspection 
team's mandate they have no justification for pressuring 
the U.N. Security Council into maintaining the embar- 
go, said the writer. She demanded that Washington tell 
the world about the sites where the Iraqis have alleged- 
ly hidden their weapons of mass destruction or declare 
that it was wrong all along and therefore the sanctions 
should be lifted. 


Al Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimawi commended the Iraqi 
and the Iranian governments for taking the brave step of 
releasing more of their prisoners of war captured in the 
first Gulf conflict. Eight years have passed since the 
end of that conflict, and the two sides have kept a con- 
siderable number of prisoners of war who were denied 
freedom and whose presence in captivity created the 
main obstacle in the return of normal relations between 
Tehran and Baghdad. Rimawi said. He said the two 
sides took a step in the right direction by agreeing dur- 
ing a recent visit by the Iraqi foreign minister to Tehran 
to free the remaining prisoners of war. But. Rimawi 
said, both sides have reported conflicting figures about 
the prisoners they still hold, and unless all the prisoners 
are freed and the missing soldiers accounted for. there 
can be no meaningful reconciliation between the two 
neighbouring countries which, he said, are called on to 
chart a new beginning for strong relations and solidari- 
ty in the face of the looming common dangers. 


Case closed but presidency shaken 


PRESIDENT CLINTON returned from an historic visit to 
Africa to a somewhat brighter Washington than the one he 
left. An Arkansas judge's dramatic decision to dismiss as 
unfounded Paula Jones' lawsuit against the president has 
ended a major White House nightmare. 

It was in 1994 that Jones first appeared before the 
nation's press and alleged that Clinton, while governor of 
Arkansas, had sexually assaulted her. In the intervening 
four years Jones became the "cause celebre" of right wing 
Republicans who adopted and heavily funded her case. 
The Jones case is at the root of the current Monica 
Lewinsky matter and the host of other alleged "sex scan- 
dals" that have been making their way into the U.5. press. 

It was Jones' lawyers who first interviewed, under oath, 
both Lewinsky and Kathryn Willey and later leaked their 
statements to the press. In fact, with only eight weeks left 
before the Jones case was to have gone to trial. Jones' 
lawyers have been accelerating their public relations 
effort to discredit the president by leaking several new 
allegations: among them, an unfounded charge that 
Clinton raped a woman in I9S8 and the allegauons that 
Clinton had sex 15 years ago with a former Miss America. 

It may have been this "reckless" and even lawless 
behaviour by the Jones legal team that convinced the 
judge to dismiss the case and not allow it to come to trial. 
Tn her lengthy legal opinion Judge Wright stated flatly 
that "there are no genuine issues for trial in this case." 
She also rebuked the attorneys for attempting to make a 
circus of legal proceedings by leaking unsubstantiated 
charges to the press. 

What this dismissal meant is that the White House and 
the country wjj] be spared a long and drawn our televised 
court case that could have filled the nation's homes with 
embarrassing and explicit sexual allegations of presiden- 
tial misconduct. What it will not do is erase the damage 
done to the institution of the presidency and to the per- 
sonal legacy of Bill Clinton. 

It was Jones' legal team that successfully argued before 
the Supreme Court for their right to bring a civil lawsuit 
against an incumbent president. In deciding in favour of 
the Jones team the Supreme Court stated that it believed 
that such a case would not distract the president from car- 
rying out his duties and. therefore, could proceed. While 
most legal experts and analysts’ now agree that the 


Supreme Court made a mistake, its decision is the law of 
the land. 

That it was a mistake is clear. For months now the 
White House and the nation have been engulfed by this 
story. While the public now overwhelmingly feels that 
the case was a partisan effort designed to weaken and dis- 
credit the president and the Democrats, the case neverthe- 
less continued. Inspired by their Supreme Court victory, 
the Jones team, headed by the extremely conservative 
Rutherford Institute, proceeded to hurl as much dirt as 
they could at the president. Twenty-year-old claims that 
have been disproved and or denied were dusted off and 
sent our to an eager press. The media frenzy to publish 
anything sensational about the president only encouraged 
his detractors to send out more. Some women who 
denied any misbehavior by Clinton in the past were 
offered large sums of money to tell new stories to tabloid 
papers. Some did. After months of such non-stop mud- 
slinging, the case that spurred all the fury has been thrown 
out*of court. Still, the president was unable to escape 
unmuddied. 

Recent poll results have been interesting. Most show 
the president’s job approval rating at still higher than 
expected levels. 67 per cent favourable to 29 per cent 
unfavourable in one; and 64% to 30% in another. But his 
personal ratings are much lower, only 449c to 35%. The 
gaps between the numbers indicates that people approve 
of the work the president is doing, but not of the president 
himself. This is not to say chat Americans approve of or 
believe those who accuse Clinton of wrongdoing. All of 
them have strongly negative ratings. In Paula Jones' case 
only 17% approve of "her. while 67% disapprove. With 
Kathryn Willey the numbers are 18% to 45%. Linda 
Tripp’s ratings are 10% to 53%. And even the indepen- 
dent prosecutor, who seeks to carry on where the Jones 
team left off. has only a 22% favourable to 49% 
unfavourable rating. 

But Clinton takes little solace in the fact that his 
accusers, in the eyes of the American public, fare so 
poorly and are viewed as less believable than he is. This 
is a president who wants to leave a legacy of accomplish- 
ments. Only the 1 3th person ever reelected to the presi- 
dency. Clinton has sought to be remembered in history for 
his record, not for the allegations made by his partisan 


detractors And even with the dismissal of the p aula J ones 
c^ the pardsan work of the president s detractors mil 
S en” The case being built again* the president by 

independent prosecutor Kenneth Starr continues. 

sS? is widely believed to be eonduenng a partoan 
effort By more than two to one thepubln. feels that 
Sm?s work is partisan not imparoal There has brennot 
only an aggressive, but aettve coliaboratron between 
Starr’s effort and the Jones ease. Starr himself seems a 
'this point to be a man with a mission - to get BUI 
Clinton. His four years of investigations have cost tax- 
payers about $40 million. Having faded to find charge- 
able offences against the president m any of hrt earlier 
f ora y — Whitewater, the '"FBI files issue, Che firings at 
the White House travel office, etc. — Starr has now 
latched on to this new effort: to see whether or not the 
White House lied under oath or encouraged others to he 
under oath in the Paula Jones case. Now that the Paula 
Jones case is no longer a case, it would be assumed that 
Starr's work should end. But as he announced late last 
week, he will continue. Some of Starr s recent tactics 
have shocked even his supporters. His effort, for example, 
to force two Washington book stores to release records of 
books purchased by Monica Lewinsky has created an 
uproar from lawyers and civil libertarians who see the 
action as violating basic freedoms. Starr will most proba- 
bly be pressed to finish his work soon — - since there is 
growing public impatience not only with his investiga- 
tion. but also with the entire prolonged effort to investi- 
gate this White House. In the end. Starr's findings will be 
sent to Congress. While some in Congress would, no 
doubt, like to continue the attack on the president, unless 
there is clear and compelling evidence of serious “high 
crimes and misdemeanors” the Republican leadership and 
majority will most probably not vote to impeach the pres- 
ident. With the Paula Jones case now discredited, the 
effort to hurt the president has run its course. And along 
the way. everyone has paid a bitter price. The president 
and his legacy have been damaged. The president’s 
detractors are viewed negatively. The Republicans are 
viewed as partisan “witch hunters.” The media that fed 
off the scandals has been discredited. And the public’s 
faith in politics and the institution of the presidency has 
been further shaken. 


Lebanon won’t let Israel gloss over the Golan issue 


By Judith Palmer Harik 


BEIRUT — After almost a decade and 
a half in the quagmire of south Lebanon. 
Israel is finally considering ways of 
complying with U.N. resolution 425 and 
withdrawing its troops. 

However, as America learned when ir 
withdrew from Vietnam, extrication is 
far from simple. Withdrawal alone did 
not resolve the outstanding general 
issues between the Americans and the 
Chinese. Those were left for later negoti- 
ations between the adversaries. Also. 
America's withdrawal did not provide 
guarantees for its local surrogates, who 
were left to face inevitable defeat by the 
Vietcong. 

Israel, too. faces the question of what 
to do with its allies, the South Lebanese 
Army, which has been fighting the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah guerrillas. The 
toll taken on Israel’s south Lebanese 
allies over the years of this war of attri- 
tion does not bode well for an immediate 
and uneventful reintegration of the area's 
Shiite and Maronite Christian communi- 
ties. 

Also. Israel could hardly be happy with 


the idea of offering asylum to its 
Lebanese allies, which would mean 
incorporating yet more Arabs into its 
already seriously divided society. 


But Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and 
Foreign Minister Fans Bouez of Lebanon 
have indicated that if Israel pulls out it 
must take its own chances — there will 


Israel also hopes tfiat Beirut will take. steps to 
dismantle Hizbqllah’s military structure, 
something Israel itself was unable to do despite 
its vastly superior military strength. 


This, and of course the issue of provid- 
ing security for Israelis in the Galilee 
panhandle, are Israel’s main problems in 
withdrawing. Israel hopes that Beirut, 
grateful to reclaim territory and to end 
the possibility of further punitive raids 
by Israel outside the "security zone” (as 
happened in 1993 and 1996). will send 
its army to guard the border zone. Israel 
also hopes that Beirut will take steps to 
dismantle Hizbollah's military structure, 
something Israel itself was unable to do 
despire its vastly superior military 
strength. 


be no “cooperation with the enemy.” 

The Lebanese, whose foreign policy is 
closely finked with Syria's, regard a 
"comprehensive peace” as the only way 
of regularising relations with Israel and 
achieving durable stability in the region. 

That is. as long as the future of the 
Golan Heights — captured by Israel 
from Syria in 1967 — remains in limbo, 
affording Israel relief on one front makes 
little strategic sense. 

The strategy of separating adversaries 
and seeking bilateral deals is being 
rejected firmly by Syria and Lebanon. 


The writer is a professor of comparative 
politics at the American University of 
Beirut. 


— International Herald Tribune 
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The Arab partners maintain that negoti- 
ations on the interrelated problems of 
south Lebanon and the Golan Heights 
were proceeding in good faith until they 
were interrupted by Israel. 

Now the Netanyahu government insists 
that these talks begin from scratch, 
instead of where they left -off -trader - 
Israel’s previous Labour government 

Since the Netanyahu” "government's 1 ' 
reluctance to negotiate land for peace is 
well known, the Arab partners are hoping 
for continued diplomatic pressure on 
Israel to get the talks restarted on more 
advantageous terms — while making 
Israel pay the price of its political stance 
in continuing deaths and casualties in 
south Lebanon. 

Only comprehensive negotiations and 
concessions can extricate Israel from its 
security problems in south Lebanon. 
Why should Lebanon make it easier for 
Israel to keep postponing the inevitable? 
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Martin Woollacott 


IT IS surely ominous that the Paris Metro is 
to be wired so that passengers can use their 
portable phones. Soon it will not be possi- 
ble to shelter from the blizzard of public 
and private messages even if you are in a 
hole in the ground. 

There is something obsessive about the 
effort to ensure that there should be no 
place where modem communications are at 
a disadvantage, nowhere any longer remote 
or isolated. Being “cut-off’ is heresy in the 
age of instantaneity. The beeping and the 
babble are the sounds of our times. 

What happens when the portable phone 
enters the scene is that the difference 
between the public and private is blurted in 
several ways. People hooked up to their 
own private connections are no longer 
walking in the street, wandering in the park, 
or driving along the road in the way that 
others are. The speaker is not with us. nor 
we with him. The momentary community 
of those in the same place or situation is 
shattered by these connections, which place 
some persons in two places at once and no 
two individuals in the same two places. 
Above all. the area in space and time in 
which there is a respite from the continual 


phone was "the most intimate and exclusive 
of all media." but that was before the 
portable. 

Life. then, is indeed a passing show. 
When a dying climber phones his wife from 
the top of Mount Everest, or a prince talks 
to his mistress, people expect to learn about 
at least certain portions of the conversation. 
When the Mir space station threatens to 
spin out of control, people think they 
should be able to watch and listen, live for 
preference. 


lives and messages, of others are their prop- 
erty- as entertainment, Kierkegaard defined 
the phenomenon succinctly when he wrote 
that "this gallery... is on the look-out for 
distraction and soon abandons itself to the 
idea that everything that anyone does is 
done in order to give it. the public, some- 
thing to gossip about.” 

The novel characteristics of the informa- 
tion revolution are said to be the merging of 
different forms of message-sending through 
the union of the computer, telephone and 
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“Penny Post had already begun to make a change 
adverse to reading by consuming a vast amount 
of time in correspondence that was unnecessary, 
trivial, or irksome. . .The telephone is a deadly ’ 
disadvantage; it minces time into fragments, and 
frays the spirit” — Sir Edward Grey, British 
foreign secretary 
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sending and receiving of messages, already 


under siege, shrinks even further. 

How different a scene this is from the 
anxious drinkers around the radio in a 
World War II pub. or the squashed group of 
family and friends on the sofa in front of 
early television soccer, or the crackly phone 
call, once a year, from Britain to Australia. 
Then we were in a world of far fewer mes- 
sages. most of them communally rather 
than individually experienced. Yet there is a 
contradictoiy effect: we may be irritated by 
being forced to listen to private messages, 
but the experience adds to the notion that 
we have a right to listen to any private mes- 
sage when it is sufficiently interesting or 
dramatic. Andy Warhol said that the tsle- 


The newness of the message-dominated 
society, can. it is true, be overdone. 
Contemporaries tussled with the changes 
brought about by the penny post, the illus- 
trated press, and the telephone, just as they 
did later with radio, film and television, and 
just as we are doing with our “information 
revolution." Sir Edward Grey. British for- 
eign secretary when the World War I broke 
out. believed that the “Penny Post had 
already begun to make a change adverse to 
reading by consuming a vast amount of 
time in correspondence that was unneces- 
sary. trivial, or irksome." But he kepi his 
strongest ire for the telephone: “The tele- 
phone is a deadly disadvantage: it minces 
time into fragments, and frays the spirit." 
As for that blurring of the public and pri- 
vate that makes people feel that the private 


television, the sheer volume of messages 
zooming about, and their extreme differen- 
tiation. Bill Gates is a less popular figure 
than he used to be because Microsoft has 
been cavalier with iLs competitor, with 
government and courts trying to ensure fair 
competition. But it may also be that Gates 
is suffering from the reactions of a public 
beginning to weary of the sheer number of 
messages and of their mind-battering diver- 
sity. One figure quoted is of 1,600 images 
per minute per channel on American televi- 
sion in the late eighties, and to this you can 
add radio at 100 words a minute, newspa- 
pers at 1 50.000 words a day, and advertis- 
ing messages at 1,600 a day. as well as the 
growing number of personal messages. The 
web has the potential for adding hundreds 
of thousands more. 


Early thinkers on the mass media warned 
that governments or corporations would 
dominate public opinion directly, which of 
course they do, and it is an idea that still 
shapes attitudes to men like Gates and 
Murdoch. But the new reality has also 
turned out to be a multiplicity of very dif- 
ferent messages received and rejected by a 
multiplicity of individ uals . It is a kind of 
endlessly stormy weather of messages, 
swirling unpredictably this way and that,, 
into which ordinary people shout their own 
little tales. If there is a do min ant “message 
of messages” it is of the unavoidably frag- 
mentary, fractured, and confused nature of 
communication. 

More may not necessarily mean worse, 
but it does mean more. The press of mes- 
sages squeezes the time available for those 
messages from the past that come from 
reading, as Sir Edward was already point- 
ing out nearly a century ago, media squeez- 
ing out media. And it also squeezes the tune 
in which we receive and deliver messages 
face to face, as against the time in which the 
media shape our existence. , . . 

Mark Twain put his witty finger on the [^ Jrr,<IUr . 
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difference between face-to-face encounters 
and modem messages in his story of being 
on the point of admonishing a pugnacious 
acquaintance who he felt had misunder- 
stood a work of art, “I came near to burst- 
ing out and saying he had no more appre^ 
ation of it than a jackass — in fact, I had it 
right on my tongue but did not say it, kno^' 
ing there was no hurry and I could say it 
just as well some other time, over the tele- 
phone.” The telephone, like other media, 
distances us from the reality of other peo- 
P}5r Perhaps it is of some comfort that one 
of its aspects, if correctly handled, is a c er ’ 
tain immunity from being punched in 
face. 
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magic 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

“Things are not as they are, but as we 
see them." - John Lennon ( 1 940- 
1980), British songwriter, singer. 

WHEN I was a kid I would gaze for 
long minutes at the stylus of the 
turntable while it played a now' old- 
fashioned vinyl LP record. The sight of 
the minuscule needle in contact with 
the disc was a source of infinite fasci- 
nation to me. From the thundering pas- 
sages of Wagner’s operas to whisper- 
quiet romantic songs, how could such a 
tiny object, barely touching the surface 
of the disc; almost floating on it, carry 
all this quantity of music in glorious 
stereo high fide'lity? Pure magic, I had 
no doubt about it. By moments the 
beauty of the mystery would take over 
my listening pleasure. 

Then I grew up and understood tech- 
nology. Everything became obvious, 
simple and logical. The magic had 
gone. 

The current state of computers and 
telecommunications is bringing us 
magic again, provided we want to'see it 
this way. Given the difference in tech- 
nological complexity between tire hi-fi 
vinyl record on one hand, and Internet, 
laser discs and Pentium PCs on the 
other, it is hard to believe that only 45 
years separate them. And yet the expla- 
nation is always simple once you have 
it. 

In the late sixties and early seventies, 
computer engineers were considered a 
rare breed, with IQ levels believed 
close to that of Albert Einstein. Now 
they have become as common as any 



other kind of technical people. Actual- 
ly, because of its sheer precision, the 
world of digital may be easier to study 
and understand that other sciences. 

A friend recently told me that brows- 
ing the Internet was the most exciting, 
the most fascinating experience for 
him. Bringing and sending text, life- 
like colour photos and stereo music 
instantly, from and to anywhere in the 
world, in the comfort and privacy of 
your home, is something “you can’t 
beat" be said. Sometimes, after having 
found the infonnation he would be 
looking for, he would just stare at the 
screen of his computer and think of 
how all this came to him. The mere 
thought of how all this complex data 
travelled through the worldwide net- 
work of cables, machines and satellites 
to reach him almost instantly would 
send him dreaming. 

Other computer users using the same 
advanced technology may look at it in 
a more pragmatic way. After all it’s all 
about a few wires, electricity, electro- 
magnetic waves and some mathemat- 
ics. Nothing that can’t be calculated, 
assembled, disassembled or clearly 
explained. 

Even laser beams are nothing but 
normal light, amplified and arranged in 
a certain way. Laser is an acronym for 
Light Amplification by Stimulated 
Emission of Radiation; 

To make a living out of my trade, a 
computer specialist, I have to be prag- 
matic. By moments however when I 
come back home in the evening and sit 
before my computer’s screen. John 
Lennon's words make me wonder. 
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Health fears over 
cellphones spark legal battle 


Vast aims of money are 
being invested in the cellu- 
lar-phone industry and the 
satellites and other equip- 
ment required to send the 
signals all ova- the world. 
Bat, .,#ie , .march of the 
mobiles, reports Gemini 
News,., is . ranniog up,, 
against concerns that the 
devices might be harmful 
to health. 

By Gavin Evans 

LONDON — Legal chal- 
lenges are mounting to the 
global tide of mobile tele- 
phones amid fears that they 
may damage the brain. 

The pulsed, microwave 
radiation from the current 
generation of digital cellular 
phones is far more powerful 
than in the older, analogue 
models. 

Studies in Australia and 
the United States suggest 
that exposure to such radia- 
tion may cause cumulative 
damage to DNA genetic 
material and may accelerate 
brain- tum our growth and 
cause headaches, loss-term 
memory and reduced male 
fertility. 

Many scientists remain 
sceptical, but health con- 
cerns have already prompted 
legal action in several coun- 
tries. 

In Britain, for instance, the 
Egyptian-born owner of the 
prestigious Hairods store, 
Mohammad Al Fayed, has 
been granted leave for a 
judicial review of the granti- 
ng of planning consent for 
the erection erf a 21-metre 
cellphone transmitter near 
his home. His petition will 
refer to the possible health 
risks indicated by the Aus- 
tralian and American stud- 
ies. 

In the U.S., a test lawsuit is 
due to be held in Houston, 
Texas, in June, brought by 
the estate of a doctor who 
died of a brain tumour, 
allegedly caused by pro- 
longed use of a cellphone. 
Other cases are pending as 
litigants await the result 
A British electromagnetics 
researcher, Dt Roger 
Coghill, intends to proceed 
with a case undo: the Con- 
sumer Protection Act against 
a local distributor of mobile 
phones. He said he was tak- 
ing this action “basically on 
behalf of the public, who 
need to be aware of the 
potential hazard from these 
phones." 

Coghill, who will argue 
that all mobile phones 
should carry a health warn- 
ing against excessive use, 
added that he would produce 
scientific evidence of a 


range of possible dangers, 
including damage to DNA 
and the eye's retina. 

Amid the concern, some 
governments are treading 
cautiously. New Zealand and 
Australia J?ave banned the 
roasts from, school proper-, 
tiep. while some local - 
authorities in California 
have advised communica- 
tions companies not to ‘erect 
them near educational prop- 
erty. 

Scientists differ over the 
health consequences of cell- 
phone radiation. It causes a 
slight increase in tempera- 
ture — as in a microwave 
oven — but this is not 
thought to be harmful. Con- 


ln Britain , - . . 
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cem surrounds the non-heat- 
ing effects. 

Research on mice and rats 
suggests possible DNA dam- 
age of a nature associaed 
with — among other things 
— cancers. Alzheimer’s, 
Huntington’s, Hodgkin’s 
arid Parkinson’s diseases. 

An Australian study of 200 
mice, half of which were 
exposed to digital cellphone 
radiation, resulted in a dou- 
bling of lymphoma cancer in 
rats in the exposed group. 
The mice, however, had 
been genetically altered to 
be predisposed to develop 
lymphoma. 

Britain's National Radio- 
logical Protection Board 
remains unconvinced, argu- 
ing that while some of the 
research findings are “sound 
and significant," the rodent 
studies are not representative 
of h uman exposure to 
mobile phones. 


“We’re not advising peo- 
ple to stop using them 
because there is noconclu- 
sive evidence they cause 
cancer in humans," says the 
board’s press officer Liz 
, Francis. 

•^Rartof our concern is the 
lack^of epidemiological or 
biological infonnation on 
how non-ionising radiation 
might interfere with the 
DNA system of humans, but 
we are keeping a watchful 
eye, and recognise the need 
for further research." 

New studies in Europe are 
using human volunteers to 
research the effects of 
mobile-phone use on DNA, 
brain cells, physiology, 
behaviour and cancer-related 
processes. And the Aus- 
tralian government is fund- 
ing a five-year research pro- 
gramme. 

Aware of the health con- 
cern. some companies are 
now producing devices 
which, they say, reduce radi- 
ation emissions. The British- 
based firm Micro-shield, for 
instance, makes a leather 
jacket comprising a metal 
mesh shield and aerial 
guard. “Ninety-five per cent 
of radiation is emitted by the 
aerial, which is why it is 
essential that the case pro- 
tects more than just the body 
of the phone," says company 
spokesman Matt van Ast, 
who says the product — sell- 
ing or £39.95 — eliminates 
90 per cent of radiation. 

The German company 
Hagenuk makes similar 
claims about one of its 
phones which has an internal 
antenna covered by a protec- 
tive shield. 

“With the external anten- 
na, the radiation is emitted in 
all directions, including 
[towards] the user’s head,” 
says Hagenuk spokeswoman 
Marion Menken. “With the 
internal antenna, radiation is 
cut to around 10 per cent and 
the quality of receiving and 
sending also improves," 

Whether or not cellphone, 
radiation proves to be dam- 
aging to health, the devices 
have been positively linked 
to another hazard. Britain's 
Royal Society for the Protec- 
tion of Accidents has urged 
motorists not to use them 
while driving. Crashes all 
over the world have been 
blamed on mobile phones 

The writer is a freelance 
journalist currently based in 
London. He worked for 
many years in South Africa 
for newspapers including 
the Rand Daily Mail and The 
Mail and Guardian. 

— Gembii Hews 
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Within the Circle; Parents and 
Children in an Arab Village 
By Andrea B. Rugh 
New York; Columbia University 
Press, 1997, 263 pages^ 

ALTHOUGH ANDREA B. Rugh 
is an anthropologist and her book 
is classified as anthropology, it is 
virtually devoid of the usual 
social science terminology. This is 
both a strength and a weakness. In 
the preface, Rugh states that With-, 
in the Circle is not a formal study, 
but rather "observations while 
spending the winter in a Syrian 
village." This is, in fact, what she 
did. While her husband was 
assigned to the U.S- embassy in 
Damascus in 1981-82, she rented 
a room in the home of a family in 
a Christian village north of the 
capital, with the 
intent of obtaining r 
the peace and quiet [ 
needed to complete ! 
a book about Egypt. | 

However, she soon 
found herself 

“immersed” in the 
family’s daily life and was partic- 
ularly keen to understand how the 
children were being raised. 

Later, Rugh decided to publish 
her observations with the idea of 
contributing to ongoing debates 
about the deteriorating situation 
of American families. As she 
states, “if we hope to resolve the 
problems of family in America, 
we need to know more about how 
families in other cultures establish 
strong ties... what practices and 
mechanisms hold families togeth- 
er." While it is far from certain 
that her book will be read widely 
enough to have the desired 
impact, it is a positive step 
towards introducing the Arab fam- 
ily to Western readers, many of 
whom have little idea of ordinary 
Arabs’ daily life. This ignorance 
has patently negative conse- 
quences, such as public support 
for sanctions against Iraq. 


Many of Rugh’s observations 
are very’ interesting. To a great 
extent, life in the village she 
describes is indicative of overall 
developments in Syria. Most of 
the village men were engaged in 
construction or trucking — 'trans- 
porting produce between Syria, 
Lebanon and Gulf countries — 
since they could no longer support 
their families solely by farming. 
This exemplifies the transition in 
the Syrian countryside from a pre- 
dominantly agricultural society to 
a partially serv ice- based one. 

On the other hand, several of 
Rugh's conclusions are question- 
able. There is an implicit assump- 
tion that living patterns in the vil- 
lage are typically rural as opposed 
to urban, whereas many customs 
she describes can also be observed 
in ordinary Dama- 
scene homes, 
though perhaps not 
among the more 
cosmopolitan set 
she encountered 
there. While she 
seems aware that 
being a foreigner influenced her 
interaction with Syrians, she over- 
looks the facr that her status as an 
embassy staff wife may have 
influenced which class of people 
she got to know in the first place. 

Rugh paints a picture of the 
Arab family as a highly cohesive, 
stable unit, as was the family she 
lived with. She attributes their 
closeness to a number of factors: 
A high degree of interdependency 
in daily life, different but comple- 
mentary male-female roles, prag- 
matic childrearing practices, pri- 
ority to group interests rather than 
the individual, and parents mak- 
ing virtually all decisions, not 
offering their children choices. 
While Rugh admires the harmony 
she witnessed, she also saw draw- 
backs like not encouraging inde- 
pendent thinking or creativity, and 
especially not in female children. 
She tends, however, to indulge in 


generalisations which can easily 
be countered. (I can refer to a 
family in the same area where, 
despite poverty and a semiliterate 
mother. 10 children have grown 
up with widely divergent inter- 
ests: almost all of them — male 
and female — have embarked on a 
career, several in the creative arts. 
They remain a very close-knit 
family, despite their differences 
and creativity). 

The weakness of Rugh’s highly 
personalised approach is that she 
both over generalises and under- 


analyses her observations. She 
names factors like the spread of 
modern public education, saying 
this may in the future affect the 
monolithic nature of the family 
she describes, but presents no 
analysis as to possible repercus- 
sions of such changes. In this 
sense, the book, though interest- 
ing, is already outdated, for Arab 
society, including the family, in 
Syria and elsewhere, is indis- 
putably in transition. 

Sally Bland 
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A healthy heart lesson from Crete 


By Jane E. Brody 

NEW YORK — Of 12,000 men in seven 
countries studied in 1960 by Dr. Ancel Keys, 
those least likely to develop heart disease 
lived on the Isle of Crete. 

His co-investigator. Dr. Henry Blackburn, 
professor emeritus at the University of Min- 
nesota. has written that the low-risk Cretan 
“is a shepherd or small farmer, a beekeeper 
or fisherman, or a tender of olives or vines,” 
adding: “He walks to work daily. His midday 
main meal is of eggplant with large mush- 
rooms, crisp vegetables and country bread 
dipped in olive oil. Once a week there is a bit 
of lamb. Once a week there is chicken. Twice 
a week there is fish fresh from the sea. 

Other meals are'hor dishes of legumes sea- 
soned with meats and condiments. The main 
dish is followed by a tangy salad, then by 
dates, Turkish sweets, nuts or fresh fruits. A 
sharp local wine completes the meal. 

The near-vegetarian Cretan diet and active 
lifestyle have undergone significant changes 
in the past 30 years as the islanders have 
become more affluent, shifting from fanning 
to business, from cooperation towards com- 
petitiveness, achievement and materialism. 
Cretans now eat less bread, potatoes, fruit 
and olive oil and more meat, fish and cheese. 
Dr. Marion Nestle, head of nutrition and food 
studies at New York University, said “The 
classic Mediterranean diet is becoming an 
endangered species." 

Among men in Crete, caloric intake is 
down but calories expended in physical 
activity have dropped even further. Choles- 
terol levels, blood pressure, body weight and 
abdominal obesity are up and so are death 
rates from heart disease, though they are still 
much lower than in the Unired Srates. 


What is the lesson to be learned from Crete, 
past and present, as well as from all the coun- 
tries along the Mediterranean, where rates of 
coronary heart disease and many common 
cancers are still among the lowest in the 
Western world? Is the Mediterranean diet, as 
it is currently being translated for other audi- 
ences in popular cookbooks and magazine 
articles, as healthful as claimed ? Should peo- 
ple be drinking lots of wine and dousing their 
food in olive oil? Must the diet derive less 
than 30 per cent of calories from fat to be a 
healthy one? 

Throughout this decade, public health 
experts have been urging Americans to con- 
sume a diet that leans heavily on pi ant- based 
foods: nine to 1 1 serv ings a day of bread and 
other grain foods and five to nine servings a 
day of fruits and vegetables. We are as yet 
nowhere near that, with grains hovering at 
five servings and fruits and vegetables at 
three or four servings daily. The Ameican 
diet is currently top-heavy with unhealthy 
fats, sweets and meats. 

Yet the evidence continues to mount that a 
diet rich in fruits, vegetables and whole 
grains not only helps prevent heart attacks 
but also many common cancers, including 
cancers of the lung, breast, ovary, mouth and 
throat, larynx, stomach, pancreas and blad- 
der. Healthy elderly Greeks consume more 
than a pound of fruits and vegetables a day. 

The healthy Cretan diet of 1960 was not 
low' in fat. More than 35 per cent of calories 
came from fat. primarily olive oil. which 
consists mostly of monounsarurated fatty 
acids. Because olive oil lowers blood levels 
of damaging LDL cholesterol without lower- 
ing protective HDL cholesterol, it has 
acquired a reputation as a heart-healthy oil. 
In 1996, the American Heart Association 


amended its advice on dietary fat to empha- 
sise monounsarurated fats like olive, canola 
and nut oils (up to 15 per cent of daily calo- 
ries). And two studies in Mediterranean 
countries have linked olive oil consumption 
to protection against breast cancer. 

But does this mean it can be used indis- 
criminately? Not if weight control is a prob- 
lem. Excessive weight raises the risk of heart 
disease, cancer, diabetes and hypertension. 

However, a growing number of experts now 
believe that if a person is physically active 
and can maintain a normal body weight, con- 
suming more than 30 per cent of calories 
from fat should not be harmful if most of the 
fat is monounsaturated. 

If not olive oil, then wine is considered by 
many to be the elixir of heart health. Numer- 
ous studies in various countries have found a 
reduced risk of heart disease and coronary 
death among those who consume moderate 
amounts of wine and other forms of alcohol. 
Moderate- means one or two glasses of wine a 
day or their equivalent. And if you are going 
to adopt the Mediterranean approach, that 
wine should be consumed only witb meals. 

But does it have to be wine? Dr. Eric B. 
Rimm and Dr. R. Curtis Ellison on the Har- 
vard School of Public Health point out that 
wine contains two substances, resveratrol 
and quercetin, that have heart-protective 
properties over and above other forms of 
alcohol. 

Although they say that proof is lacking that 
wine is an essential part of the Mediterranean 
diet, they proposed that “moderate alcohol 
consumption can be considered a component 
of a healthy lifestyle — except for individu- 
als who should not consume alcohol." 

— The New York Times 
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Cash woes force change in Saudi Arabian oil policy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia has reversed 
ii^ policy of fighting for a 
bigger market shore in a 
mme aimed at supporting 
oi! prices to meet its need 
for c:Lsh to fund growing 
development needs, ana- 
lysts have said. 

The world’s dominant oil 
power suffered more than 
other producers when oil 
prices tumbled to a nine- 
year lows last month and 
threatened economic gains 
achieved through high 
crude prices over the past 
ivvt.i years. 

The price collapse did not 
last long as Riyadh was 
forced to spearhead a drive 
to cut output by several 
producers both inside and 
outside OPEC. The deci- 
sion. endorsed by the li- 
mit ion group last week. 


pushed up prices by more 
than S3 and they are 
expected to continue their 
rebound. 

“In effect. Saudi Arabia 
has joined Iran’s long- 
standing policy of advocat- 
ing high prices at the 
expense of production. You 
can say it is now a price 
hawk within OPEC,” a 
Gulf oil analyst said. 

“But I believe this situa- 
tion is temporary. Saudi 
Arabia will revert to the old 
policy once its financial 
problems ease and demand 
for Gulf oil starts to climb 
after other supply sources 
begin to deplete.** he added. 

Before it began to give 
priority to market share. 
Saudi Arabia acted as a 
swing producer within the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 


(OPEC) during the 1980s. 
lowering production when 
prices declined and 
increasing it when they 
surged. 

Bui it abandoned that 
position after boosting out- 
put by three million barrels 
per day (bpd) to make up 
for a market loss of four 
million bpd due to the dis- 
ruption of Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti supplies during the 
1990-1991 Gulf crisis. 

“After the Gulf War. the 
Saudis appeared deter- 
mined to produce a third of 
OPEC's output ceiling 
given the vast crude 
reserves and spare produc- 
tion capacity of the king- 
dom,” an Abu Dhabi-based 
oil executive said. 

"The recent production 
cuts do not mean that Saudi 
Arabia no loncer cares for 


its market share. But at 
least they show securing 
more revenues from high 
oil prices have become its 
main concern given its eco- 
nomic problems.” he indi- 
cated. 

Saudi Arabia, sitting atop 
one quarter of the world's 
extractable oil resources, 
produced a record 12 mil- 
lion bpd in che early I9S0s. 

Its market share started to 
dwindle after new produc- 
ers entered the market, 
other OPEC members 
increased capacity and its 
own capacity receded in the 
absence of development 
and maintenance of its 
giant oilfields. 

Saudi output hit a low of 
around five million bpd in 
the late 19S0s before it 
seized the opportunity of 
Iraq’s invasion of neigh- 


bouring Kuwait to boost 
production to eight million 
bpd. Its quota will now be 
around 8.46 million bpd 
following its decision to 
cut by 300,000 bpd last 
month. 

“I think Saudi Arabia no 
longer minds if oil prices 
climb to high levels after it 
felt the pain of low prices 
this year.” an economic 
expert said. 

“The kingdom is in a bad 
need of cash now because 
of a steep drop in its inter- 
national reserves and to 
finance growing develop- 
ment projects, especially in 
the health, education and 
manpower sectors.” he 
added. 

“It projected high expen- 
diture this year and any 
major spending cuts would 
severely hurt growth. 


widen the budget and cur- 
rent account deficit and 
damage investors’ confi- 
dence in its economy” the 
expert pointed oul 

Ln statements reflecting 
new policies, Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf oil heavy- 
weights said the OPEC 
conference they could con- 
sider further output reduc- 
tions if the market fails to 
react favourably. 

But in the long-run. Gulf 
producers are set to domi- 
nate the world market when 
many other sources outside 
the region will have disap- 
peared. 

“After two decades, they 
will nor have to worry 
about their market share as 
they will be supplying 
nearly half global oil 
needs.” an expert said. 


Analysts: Israeli shekel ripe for convertibility 


TEL AVIV fR> — Israel’s 
sound economic fundamen- 
tals should ensure a smooth 
transition to full convertibil- 
ity for the shekel despite 
growing nerves in the coun- 
try's foreign currency mar- 
ket. analysts say. 

"The state of the local 
economy is ideal for foreign 
currency reform,” said 
Jonathan Katz, chief econo- 
mist with Solid Capital 
Markets. 

The government says it 
will lift mosr of the remain- 
ing foreign currency 
restrictions with the aim of 
making the shekel fully 
convertible on or around 
April 30. Israel’s 50th 
anniversary. 

Officials have refused to 
detail what areas of the for- 
eign exchange regime will 
be liberalised and they have 
made clear some restric- 
tions will remain in place. 

But analysts say likely 
key reforms include ending 
restrictions on Israeli banks 
buying shekels with foreign 


currency from overseas 
institutions, raising the ceil- 
ing on institutional invest- 
ment overseas and lifting 
ceilings for individuals 
sending money abroad. 

Over the past week, mar- 
ket uncertainty regarding 
the upcoming changes 
contributed to a 1.3 per cent 
depreciation of the shekel. 

Experts said the lifting of 
the measures could lead to 
more volatile trading ses- 
sions and to a further shekel 
depreciation, but added that 
fears of speculative attacks 
will prove groundless. 

“There’s a fear that (entre- 
preneur George) Soros and 
others will come and specu- 
late here and they will be 
able to wreak havoc, but 
that’s unfounded as long as 
the macro-economic funda- 
mentals are good," Mr. Katz 
said. 

Israel’s balance of pay- 
ments current account 
deficit fell to 2.4 per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) last year and is con- 


tinuing to fall, after balloon- 
ing in 1996. Foreign 
reserves were near a record 
at S21 billion at the end of 
March. 

By comparison, Mexico 
or Thailand — both victims 
of speculative runs on their 
currencies — had current 
account deficits equal to 
six per cent or more of 
GDP. 

Some experts go so far as 
to say Israel's fundamentals 
show the remaining restric- 
tions need to be lifted. 

“ln terms of the restric- 
tions. Israel is Jagging 
behind other emerging 
economies such as the 
Czech Republic.” said Ron 
Gutler. managing director 
of Bankers Trust (Israel ). 

"Israel is aware that in 
terms of GDP per capita 
and the size and scale of 
the Israeli economy, it can't 
hold back, it has to move 
forward.” he added. 

But bankers at domestic 
Israeli banks were more 
cautious, urging the gov- 


ernment to lift restrictions 
slowly and to maintain the 
currency peg in order to 
protect the shekel against a 
sharp depreciation. 

"The more we are 
exposed to foreign investors 
the more our vulnerability 
to them increases. There- 
fore. the people managing 
the economy have to take 
balanced decisions." Shlo- 
mo Piotrkowsky, managing 
director of the First Interna- 
tional Bank of Israel, said at 
a recent news conference. 

The shekel is now tied to a 
sloping band based on a 
basket of foreign curren- 
cies. The band was widened 
in June 1997 to 15 per cent 
on either side of a midpoint 
from seven per cent. Offi- 
cials have said the sloping 
band will remain in force 
after the reforms. 

Yossi Fraiman. who heads 
the consulting firm Prico 
Management, pointed to 
last year's widening of the 
band" as one of several mea- 
sures the treasury and Bank 


of Israel took to ease the 
shekel into full convertibili- 
ty. 

Other measures, he said, 
included increasing the 
amount of dollars banks can 
hold and gradually liberalis- 
ing the foreign exchange 
regime over the past year. 

Some economists fret that 
increased foreign exchange 
trading and capital outflows 
will put downward pressure 
on the shekel. 

But others said foreigners 
could be attracted to Israel’s 
high 12.2 per cent interest 
rates and its fixed-income 
market, since a lifting of the 
restrictions will allow 
investors to hedge shekel- 
denominated investments. 

“It could be that in the ini- 
tial stage the shekel will 
strengthen as a result of 
investors who also want to 
benefit from Israel's high 
interest rates.” a dealer at 
American-Israel Bank said. 

While the consensus 
points in favour of a more 
liberal currency regime. 


experts concede some 
potential problems do exist 

“Taxes on Israeli invest- 
ments abroad are higher 
than similar investments in 
Israel. This could be a 
deterrent for exploiting lib- 
eralisation, but on the other 
hand this could encourage 
illegitimate capital flight 
because deregulation will 
allow' them to get around 
(the obstacles).” said Assaf 
Razin. a professor of eco- 
nomics at Tel Aviv Univer- 
sity. 

“The big question is will 
taxes be reformed?” he 
added. 

And geo-political uncer- 
tainty is still a wild card. 

“A political catastrophe 
here could be a trigger for 
(a crash),” said Mr. Katz. 
“If foreigners lose confi- 
dence here, then that could 
lead to the same effect as 
what happened in the Far 
East or Mexico in 1994." 


Number of rich people growing in India 


NEW DELHI (AP) — 
Despite an economic slow- 
down. India’s middle class 
is growing and creating a 
big market for consumer 
goods, a survey of the econ- 
omy has said. 

India, where 70 per cent 
of the people still live from 
agriculture in small vil- 
lager has traditionally been 
a nation of poor people, 
with a small middle class 
and a tiny group of very 
rich. 

But the middle class in 
the year 2000 could be dou- 
ble that in 1996 if the econ- 
omy grows by 6.4 per cent 


annually, said the suiSev by 
the New Delhi-based 
National Council of 
Applied Economic 

Research, a privately- fund- 
ed respected research 
group. 

The council set a middle 
class income at 96.000 
rupees (S2.46G) annually, 
enough to sustain a family 
and still have income to 
spend on non-essential con- 
sumer items. 

Growth has slowed to five 
per cent in the financial 
year that ended on March 
31. compared to 7.5 per 
cent in the previous 


year.whicb may effect the 
report's predictions. 

Even so, the number of 
middle class households 
will balloon over the next 
decade and could transform 
the income structure of 
Indian society, according to 
the survey of 300.000 
households. 

Middle class households 
were projected to grow 
from 7.7 million in 199S to 
23.2 million in 2007. 

As a percentage of India's 
population. which is 
approaching one billion, the 
high earners would com- 
prise 11.7 per cent, com- 


pared with 4.5 per cent 
now. the report said. 

The number of house- 
holds with earnings of more 
than 215.000 rupees 
(S5.510) would grow to six 
million by 2007 from about 
one million, assuming the 
growth rate returns to its 
previous level. 

The findings will be wel- 
comed by multinational 
companies selling relatively 
expensive products in India. 
Many have been burned by 
initially overestimating the 
size of the middle class and 
have also been hurt by ihe 
economic slump. 


Meanwhile, Indian trade 
and industry bodies have 
advised the country's new 
Hindu nationalist govern- 
ment to get down to work. 

“The government should 
now... deliver on its promis- 
es to prevent rhe economy 
from slipping into a crisis.” 
said V. Raghuraman of the 
Assocham. an industry 
association. 

He said the new coalition 
government had an unenvi- 
able task before it. 

"The economy is in a 
gloom -doom scenario,” he 
added. "Business confi- 
dence is sharply down. 


Industrial growth and 
exports are very depress- 
ing” 

New Finance Minister 
Yashwanr Sinha said 
recently that economic 
growth in the year to March 
I99S would be down to five 
per cent from an earlier pro- 
jection of seven per cent. 

He said the fiscal deficit 
would be 6.1 per cent of 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) as against the target- 
led 4.5 per cent. 

The Indian economy has 
been in a slowdown for 
almost two vears. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 
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ACROSS 
1 Play parts 
5 Hostage-taker 
1 1 Tuck's partner 

14 Nastase of 
tennis 

15 Constrained 
state 

16 Pursue with 


passion 
1 7 Trailed in 


reverse. 

backwards? 

13 Be in the red 

20 Away from 
home 

21 Heart-chart 
letters 

22 First among 
men’ 

23 Landscape dtp 
25 Marsh grass 
27 Maturing 

31 King novel with 
The’ 

34 Cowboys' sch. 

35 Peruvian peaks 

37 Clear the 

, windshield 

38 Russian saint 
40 BOtUed spirit? 

42 Mach* jets 

43 Rogers or G 
45 Takes the edge 

off 

47 Light touch 
43 Mark ot 
disgrace 
50 Seclusion 
52 Sprite the 
beans 

54 Location 

55 Stadium roof 
57 Ceil substance 

letters 

59 Straw hat 

63 Actor WaDach 

64 Shift setting, 
backwards? 

66 New wing on a 
plant 

67 Conceive 

68 Wrongful act 

69 Fella 

70 Vbgi and Dale 

71 Dundee dagger 



By CHamC. Baldwin 
Columbia, MD 


DOWN 

1 VercS opera 

2 Pitch symbol 


3 Polynesian 
figurine 

4 Leave the 
Union 

5 Congealing 

6 Social insect 

7 Lapdog, briefly 

8 Light nails 

3 Siouan people 

10 Johnny 

11 Flipped over. 
asoerxSng? 

12 Com Belt state 

13 Verse 

18 The George 

and Show* 

22 Dancer De 
Mifle 

24 Celled off 

26 Lead balkxxi 

27 Chess pieces 

28 Ait 

29 Ascending, 
ascending? 

30 Family 
subgroup 

32 Group of eight 

33 "Beau 
36 Missile 

garages? 
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39 Comer 
41 Plane curves 
44 Singer Sumac 
46 Shankar's 
Instrument 
49 Chafe 
51 Doctrines 
53 Speak 
scornfully 


55 Have opinions 

56 Earthen jar 
58 Culture base 

60 Stratford's river 

61 That, and no 
more 

62 Comic Johnson 

64 Chest bone 

65 Greek letter 


Peanuts 


IT STARTED 70 RAIN. AN2 
EVERYONE RAN H0M5..T4EN IT 
STOPPED RAININ5, AND sVE&'ONS 
CAME BACK ..THEN U)c STARTED 
I PLAYIN6 A6#VN . .THEN CdS LOST I 


MAYBE S0MH7AY 
: YOU'LL 6ET USED - 
TO LOSING.. 




Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


| WHAT we ICED 
ARE SO WE 600 0 
CHARACTER 
WITNESSES TO 
GET VIXJ OFP 

THE HOOK 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 7,1998 


By Undo. C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 io April 19) Slow down acd pay 
attention to details. If you're not good at that, get 
someone else to do it for you. Those miniscule details 
can make the difference between success or failure, 
sometimes even life or death- 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re doing well 
today, although it may not feel like it. You re being 
pulled in a couple of directions. Go with the flow. That 
appears to be towards the familiar and away from an 
attractive new idea. Stick with the tried and true. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A hassle at home 
could interfere with work. Don’t worry. Your boss will 
understand. He or she might even help you figure .out 
how to solve the problem. Since yours is the sign of 
commu nicati on, you might as well talk about iL 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) You’re learning a lot. 
and hopefully not the hard way. Be especially careful 
with your money. Put off your trip until Sunday, at 
least. Meanwhile, gather data instead. The more infor- 
mation you get, the better a decision you’ll be able to 
make. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There's money coming 
into your account today, especially if you ask for it. 
Ifyou'te in business for yourself, it wouldn’t hurt to 
send out your bills. If you're dependent on someone 
else, discuss an increase in your allowance. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Finally, people 
are noticing how important you are. Unfortunately, 
they’re also laying more demands on you. Actually, 
yours is the sign of service, and today you’ll get to do 
exactly that 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Share the info- 
mation you’ve gathered on a need-to-know basis. You 
might be able to prevent your partner from making a 
hasty judgement and taking off in the wrong direction. 
That wouldn't be the first time he or she has done 
something like that. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) An older 
person, needs something you can provide, and he or 
she will pay for iL The better you do it, the more peo- 
ple you can provide services to. and the more money 
you'll make. This is bow millionaires are made. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Where you’d like to stay in the privacy of your own 
home. Unfortunately, you have a job that needs doing. 
Don’t ignore your responsibilities or you could louse 
up a very lucrative deal. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Race 
around and finish chores this morning. Later, on you 
could get a chance to go out. You want to have domes- 
tic matters settled by then. A startling revelation 
tonight could change travel plans. Listen to the weath- 
er report. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Gather up 
your resources and pay on overdue bill: you'll be 
amazed at how much easier the rest of the day goes. If 
you can’t pay the full amount, send a big chunk of the 
money. The guilt has been getting in the way of your 
creativity. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) A friend, possi- 
bly a partner, likes to tell your what to eat, how to talk, 
how to dress, etc. Don't you just love it when thin hap- 
pens? If you at least pretend to welcome the advice, 
you'll make points and the next few days will be a lot 
more fun. 




Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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By Glasbergen 



u lf we kiss longer than 1 0 seconds, 
my mind starts making a grocery list/ 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to ferm 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
| « by Henri Arnold and Mka ArgMon 


PODOR 

"DU 


01 a* I-tu* 






SOUDE 



U 

T; 

— 




HERNUT 

nr 



YARV QS 

XI 


„ WHAT THE 
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WORK. 
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Ans: 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The work 
is getting easier. You’ll have more energy 
for play this evening. You and your partner 
have had a difference of opinion. If you 
bring a few others into the conversation, a 
plan of action will become obvious. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} Avoid 
being sucked into a controversy. AH you 
care about is whether the job gets done and 
who gets paid at the end of it. The others 
may have the fancy rhetoric, but you've got 
the bottom line figured out. Don't let them 
get in the way of your work. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Turn down 
a group activity this evening for a more pri- 
vate conversation. You and an attractive 
person have ideas to exchange. If you go 
out, go to a place you've never been before. 
You don’t need to hang with the gang. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Your work- 
load is intense and borders on the 
bizarre.Later this evening, a difference of 
opinion with an older person leaves you rat- 
tled. To top things off, you could get unin- 
vited company. Pick up some munchies on 
the way home, just in case.. 

LEO: tJuly 22 to August 21) You have a 
zillion errands to run. You may even have 
to cancel a trip. Actually, travel is not well 
as pec ted today. You’ll need to drive both 
assertively and defensively at the same time 
— or just slay home with a good book. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22} You 
tend to feel like you could have done the 
job better, or you're getting paid too much. 
The perfection you're trying to achieve 
exists only in your imagination. Actually, 
your work is light-years ahead of anyone 
else’s. Relax. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) 
You'll get a lot of attention today, along 
with several good offers. People are starting 


to realise just how good you are at what you 
do. not mention how cute you are. Your 
focus has been on the job, but that's under 
control by now. 

SCORPIO:' (October 23 to November 21} 
You’ve gathered up a lot of information in 
the last few weeks. You've probably got 
some other people's secrets stashed away, 
too. You like to use them as bargaining 
chips. Find one that will help dear up a 
misunderstanding. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21) A loved one. roommate or 
sweetheart has a problem with a friend 
you're visiting. It could be simple jealousy 
or a strong difference of political opinion. 
You can see both points of view, and you’re 
a master communicator. Act as the referee. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January' 
20) Put information you've learned recent- 
ly to use. A person in a position of authori- 
ty will find it impressive. This could result 
in an increase in your paycheck. It’s almost 
certainly going to cause more opportunities 
to develop. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19.) 
This is a good day for travel. The hard pan 
is over. What you’re facing now are just a 
few minor complications. Don't let them 
get you down. Your experience will prove 
very useful again. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) 
Money is a major focus today, specifically 
money you share with other people. This 
includes credit cards and other bills you 
owe. Don’t get worked up over how you're 
going to pay them. Instead, look around for 
another source of income. 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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IMF has limited reserves to respond to new crises 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has limited 
reserves to respond to any 
new financial crisis because 
it has already committed 
billions to Asian financial 
bailouts, IMF Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus 
has said. 

He said he expected 
Congress to approve a U.S. 
administration proposal to 
provide the IMF with SI 8 
billion in new funding. 

Speaking at the National 
Press Club. Mr. Camdessus 
said the 182-nation organi- 
sation he has led for 11 
years cannot act in an emer- 


gency unless it has adequate 
resources. 

“There are still major 
risks in the world econo- 
my,” he said. ‘Thus it is a 
matter of concern that the 
IMF’s usable resources 
have dropped to a level that 
leaves us little room for 
manoeuvre to respond to a 
new crisis." 

He said he was confident 
the United States, the 
largest contributor to the 
IMF. “will maintain its lead- 
ership by supporting the 
IMF." 

Last year, the rMF put 
together rescue packages 
worth more than SI 00 bil- 


lion for Thailand. Indonesia 
and South Korea, commit- 
ting S32 billion of its own 
reserves. Treasury officials 
estimate it has oniv SI 5 bil- 
lion in available funds for 
any new crisis. 

The Senate approved new 
IMF funding by an 84-16 
vote last week. House 
action is expected after the 
Easter recess. 

Replying to criticism that 
the IMF was caught off 
guard by the economic trou- 
bles in Asia. Mr. Camdessus 
suggested four areas where 
it could work with member 
countries to prevent future 
crises. 


They are improving finan- 
cial information the coun- 
tries make public, strength- 
ening domestic financial 
systems, encouraging capi- 
tal flow liberalisation and 
fighting corruption. 

Mr. Camdessus said the 
Asian financial crisis raised 
questions about “whether 
the fund should blow the 
whistle on a country it 
thinks is heading” for trou- 
ble. 

He said giving such warn- 
ings could be dangerous 
because the predictions 
could be wrong or help 
touch off a crisisr 

“It is far bener for market 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Ser\ m ices, Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You and your ream- 
mates will have to know how to play the game in 
order to win this one. Your focus has to be complete- 
ly on the task. Promise a loved one something special 
later, to make up for time not spent togethernow. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re up against 
difficulties again today. These problems are not 
insurmountable. You'll have to set priorities, but you 
don’t need to do it all by yourself. A well-organised 
loved one will be a great asset. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Everybody’s interest- 
ed in your private life today, but that's OK. You enjoy 
the attention and appreciate the help. Domestic issues 
are interferring with your work, but it doesn’t seem to 
be much of a problem. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) To achieve the posi- 
tion you want and deserve, you’re going to have to 
practice. This could turn out to be fun. since it is your 
talent area. If it's not fun, you’re obviously not doing 
the right thing — or you're not doing it the right way. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Sendees, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Practice makes per 
feci. You want to get on to other things, but the first 
item on your list has to be done over and over to get 
it just right. Don’t consider that time wasted. The 
knowledge is sinking in; you’ll never forget it. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You might be in a 
good mood today, but that's not true of everyone. One 
person in particular is about to snap. TTiat one doesn's 
have much patience to begin with. Don’t let some- 
body else's lack of planning create an emergency for 
vou. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) There could be quite a 
lot of money coming into your account today. This is 
not entirely by accident, although some of it may be. 
This is also good day to get your jewelry reassessed. 
Some of those heirlooms may be worth more than 
you thought. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You seem to 
attract attention. That’s not necessarily what you 
want. If it’s any comfort, you virtually disappear 
.vvhen you're doingyourjgb well. When your ego gets 
out of the way, there’s nothing there but your skill 
and your desire for perfection. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) What’s the 
most important thing in your life? Odds are, it’s not 
what you've been doing lately. The most important 
thing probably has something to do with serving oth- 
ers. Contribute to making the world a better place and 
you'll feel better, too. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You're juggling 20 or 
30 responsibilities at the same time. Not only do you 
have business decisions to make, but you need" to 
change things at home. You'd better hustle. You could 
be having company against tonight - — someone you 
really want to impress. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Your mind is like fly- 
paper. Every detail that lands on it gets stuck. Sort 
through those details and file them, so you can find 
them later. That's true of the stuff in your office, too, 
not to mention your filing cabinet. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) There’s money coming 


in, but lots of things to spend it on. Be careful or you 
could squander your profit before you even make it. 
Travelling with friends is tempting and might even be 
possible. You'll have to exercise wisdom to keep it 
from wrecking your budget. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Focus on 
something other people need, again. You might be 
able to get rid of a few outgrown household items in 
the process. By donating your castoffs to a worthy 
cause, and volunteering your helps as well, you can 
do a valuable service. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Your career demands ail your attention and then 
some. You have the information you need, but you 
may not know how to access iL Just do the best job 
you possibly can right now and the rewards will be 
numerous. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September Q.2) You -have to 
do what everyone else wants. It’s the path to your 
greatest destiny. The problem for the past week has 
been that you don’t have boundless energy. Things 
have been stacking up at an alarming rate. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Now that you 
know what to accomplish, all you need is a list. Some 
tasks could be done next week and some could be del- 
egated to others. Once you have tbe mess sorted out, 
you'll discover more time for yourself. Share it with 
a friend this evening. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Somebody 
out there needs your expertise. Old skills you haven’t 
used in a while could make a big difference. Pass 
them along. Of course, you'll have to deliver them in 
person. An opportunity should arise today. Watch for 
it. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) There 
may be difficulties, but you’ll be travelling soon. 
Allow rime for delays, detours or inclement weather. 
Don't dip too deeply into your resources, however. 
Use your brains instead of your checquebook to get 
what you want. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There’s 
money going out today, possibly to pay taxes. If you 
go over the records again, you could save a little 
more. If you’ve got an accountant working on this 
project with you, request another review before you 
sign the cheque. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
The push for success is still intense. It might feel like 
someone else is pushing you, and that’s wonderful. 
You may wonder whether or not to proceed, but don't 
worry. Might as well relax and go with the flow. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Instead of 
resisting a person who’s been nagging you. turn the 
situation around. This one knows how to do several 
things better than you do, so why don’t you simply 
ask him or her to do a few chores for you? Give it a 
try. 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Y’our 
experience pays off again. Something you’ve done 
before gives you the skills you need to be successful. 
A roommate gives you a shove in the righr direction, 
too. Heed advice you get from homer even if it’s 
something you don't want to hear. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The lesson 
you’ve been learning lately has to do with money, 
organising things and watching details. Get a Virgo to 
help tidy up during the day so you can relax and go 
out tonight. YOu’ve had enough stress for one person 
lately. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Your friendly 
local critic offers advice on how to run your life. 
Instead of resisting, thank that person and ask if he or 
she has any other advice for you. This could not only 
stop the nagging, but improve a couple areas of your 
life. 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


participants to come to 
their own conclusions,” he 
said. 

He said the private sector 
needs ro be more involved 
in government efforts to 
resolve debt crises and 
avoid the problem of 
investors making risky 
decisions because they 
expect to be rescued bv the 
IMF. 

To laughter. Mr. 
Camdessus, a career civil 
servant, took issue with 
Senate majority leader 
Trent Lott’s description of 
him as a French socialist, 
waving his speech at the 
audience and asking if “all 
of this sounds socialist.” 
Turning to world eco- 
nomic developments, he 
said Asia will not emerge 
.from financial crisis unless 
Japan rakes forceful steps 
to rebuild its sluggish econ- 
.omy and reform its shaky 
banking system. 

He also* warned that the 
IMF would not hesitate to 
suspend a S43 billion res- 
cue package it is renegoti- 
ating with Indonesia if 
President Suharto's gov- 
ernment failed to meet its 
commitments. 

Meanwhile, the worst of 
Asia's financial crisis is 
over for most of the region, 
a senior IMF official has 
said. 

IMF First Deputy 
■ Managing Director Stanley 
Fischer said conditions 
had already improved in 
much of die region and 
would brighten in 
Indonesia provided it fol- 
lowed through on econom- 
ic reforms expected to be 
announced this week. 

"Already for Thailand, 
for Korea, for Malaysia, for 
Philippines, it’s improving 
significantly.” Mr. Fischer 
told reporters. 

“There’s another year of 
hard work,” he said. “The 
financial part of the crisis is 
probably over for most of 
countries of the region, the 
worst of the financial cri- 
sis.” 

Mr. Fischer, who was in 
Indonesia last week negoti- 
ating the third IMF accord 
with that country since last 
October, said the fund 
could offer no “magic turn- 
around” for ailing nations. 

"You have to keep doing 
the programme before you 
get the benefits. That’s 
what we’ll see in 
Indonesia. If they get on 
with the programme, we'll 
have seen the worst of this 
crisis.” he said. 

South East Asian 
economies have been bat- 
tered by steep declines in 
currencies and share prices 
since a regional financial 
crisis erupted last July. 

Mr. Fischer was asked if 
problems in Japan would 
spark a new wave of cur- 
rency depreciations across 
Asia. 

The yen dived to its low- 
est level in six years on 
Friday after rating agency 
Moody's Investors Service 
revised the outlook for 
Japan's credit to negative 
from stable. 

This came on the back of 
the worst reading of busi- 
ness confidence in more 
than three years and a pro- 
nouncement by the chair- 
man of Sony that Japan 
was “on the vei-ge of col- 
lapsing." 

“I don't know what's 
happening today in Japan." 

Mr. Fischer said. “I’ll be 
visiting the area in a couple 
of days and may be better 
informed at that point. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 


Amra Forum Hotel. Phone 

Amman - Cairo - Rio 5537118 



1 Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605/ 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 

Mobile: 079/30007 



Shmefsani - Opposite 
Grindtays Bonk. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffleh Tel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 



5699634 EXT. 42 



□ 


; FOR 
| RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
0 and Apartments 



8RNRBEL 


Real Estate 

SWE1FIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
T*L 864230 - 865167 
079/37588 


Mobile: 





■ One 4 Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally A 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 




TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 


5th Circle 

Tel. : 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 


5699634 EXT. 42 


120% OFF 

OPEN FROM: frJ 

i HuoxY sreoMaa w.MKirM. I 


5667171 EXT. 223 


OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 




















































Amman hosts 4-nation rugby tournament 


SCOREBOARD 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — There's noth- 
ing unusual about the venue 
of Jordan's next sports 
championship — A1 
Hussein Sports City. 
However, it is the actual 
game that will take you by 
surprise. 

Rugby in Amman. Yes, 
fans of the game will be 
exhilarated April 9-10 by 
the Four Nations Rugby 
Championship to be held 
here for the first time. 

The Jordan Rugby 
Football Club (JRFC) has 
invited teams from Cyprus, 
EgypL Lebanon and Jordan 
to compete in this event. 

“Not so many Jordanians 
have knowledge of our exis- 
tence.’" coach Mike Sedman 
told the Jordan Times. 

"Prior to the Gulf war 
there was a rugby club in 
Jordan made up of expatri- 
ates and one Jordanian.*' he 
explained. “But now we 
have two teams half of 
which are Jordanians.” 



Spanish League 
Real Sociedad 
Sporting Gijon 
Valladolid. 
Racing Santander 
Real Mallorca 
Tenerife 


Salamanca 
Espanyol 
Compostela 
Celta Vigo- 
Merida 
Real Zaragoza 





Portuguese Championship 
Academics Coimbra 2 

RioAve 1 

Desportivo Chaves 2 - 

Vitoria Guimaraes 0 

Benfica 2 


Vitoria. Setabajj; 

Campomaictroge£ 


Varzim^ . 
Mari&mo 






HRH Prince Abdullah (centre) attends the JRFC team practice prior to the April 9-10 tournament (photos by Roufan Nahhas) 


Cronin, then second secre- 
tary at the British embassy 
in Amman. 

“The advertisement did its 
job by getting interested 
people and the JRFC was 
therefore bom again,” 
Sedman pointed out. 

The former team took pan 


in Dubai 
Tournament ii 


Sevens 
1989 but 



The newly-formed JRFC team 

He added that the idea was 
resurrected in 1994 throuah 

V rlr 


an advertisement 
Jordan Times by 


in the 
Martin 


started 1996 with a whole 
new concept. 

“It was quite an experi- 
ence and we did well in the 


tournament,'’ captain Farah 
. Nushaiwat told the Jordan 
Times. 

Vladimir Dodokh. a 
Jordanian newcomer to the 
game said that it is a one- 
team game. 

“It takes a lot of team spir- 
it and toughness to play this 
game” he said. 

” Amer Nabulsi the 
p youngest player in the field 
r expressed his excitement of 
being part of the whole 
event. 

“I am only 17 years old 
and it feels great to play as 
one team.” 

Cyprus has two teams 
entered in the event. Jordan 
will also take part with two 
teams — Jordan Falcons 
and Jordan First. 

“The reason behind the 
two teams participating is 
simply because we have 
more players than ever," 
Nushaiwat said. “And in 
order to indulge everyone in 
the game we mixed the 
experienced with the inex- 
perienced." be added. 

Each team consists of 15 
players — eight forwards 
. and seven backs. 

HRH Prince Abdullah 


wbo attended the training 
sessions will be playing 
with the Jordan First team. 

Players started training in 
mid- 1996 on a small plot of 
grassy land within the 
British embassy grounds. 

The weekend event will 
inaugurate the new ground 
which was donated to the 
JRFC by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hasson. 

“Prince Hassan kindly- 
allowed us to use an old 
polo ground in the Sports 


City which was transformed 
into a rugby pitch." Sedman 
said. 

The trophy will be named 
after his Royal Highness 
Prince Abduliah who will 
attend the two-day tourna- 
ment. 

“The winner will carry the 
Prince Abdullah Trophy 
which we hope it will 
become an annual event,” 
Sedman said. 

In the event of a tie for 
places in either league, the 
winner will be the team with 


most tries scored, said 
Sedman adding that if each 
team has an equal number 
of tries the winner will be 
the team that scored die 
fastest try in their first 
game. 


NBA 

LA Lakers 

Washington 

Cleveland 

Minnesota 

Indiana 

Chicago 

Philadelphia 

Utah 

Boston 

Sacramento 

Seattle 


The excitement never 
ends. 

“Fans will be able to enjoy 
a spectacle of a parachute 
drop Friday prior to the tro- 
phy final and admittance is 
free for the public." he 
added. 


NHL 
Ottawa 
Ny Rangers 
New Jersey 
Florida 
.Anaheim 


American League 


Programme of events: 


Episkopi Eagles v Cairo 
Jordan v Beirut 

Cyprus Stags v Episkopi Eagles 
Jordan Falcons v Jordan 
Cairo v Cyprus Stags 
Beirut v Jordan Falcons 


League 1 
League 2 
League 1 
League 2 
League 1 
League 2 


1000-1 110 a.m. 
1115-1225 a.m. 
1230-1340 p.m. 
1345-1455 p.m. 
1500-1610 p.m. 
1615-1725 p.m. 


Philadelphia 
Los Angeles 
Milwaukee 
NYMets 
San Diego 
Chicago Cubs 
Houston 
Arizona 


National League 



Atlanta 
.Cincinnati 
Florida 
Pittsburgh 
St Louis 
Montreal 
Colorado 


San Francisco ’A^vTj 


Loser League I v Loser Lc 

for “ Wooden Spoon Trophy” 

Runner Up League I v Runner Up L« 

for the British Bank Plate Competition 
Parachute Drop 

The Prince Abdullah Trophy Final 
Winners of League 1 v Winners of League 2. 


League 


1000-1230 a.m. 


League 2 


1245-1415 p.m. 


1430 pm 
1445-1615 p.m. 


Texas 
Baltimore 
Tampa Bay 
Minnesota 
Cleveland 
NY Yankees 
Boston . 


Toronto 5_;‘- - 

Detroit 3 A 

Chi White Sox :.0 . 
Kansas City 1 ' ' 

Anaheim - 4. 

Oakland 7 " 

Seattle ■ 5 ■■ 


jfiancBOi Giants Bill Mtfrftcr fl*r 
sdieAri/iin.i Ui.inmndtwck.t- Mew 
ikmtrans in the first and «uwh uas 
-^farthi* expansion t cam\ firs* 


Bulls beat Rockets: Hawks, Pistons lose 


WASHINGTON (APj • — Rod 
Strickland had his third triple-dou- 
ble of the season and Derek Harper 
missed a tying 3-pointer with six 
seconds left as the Washington 
Wizards won Sunday's frioge-of- 
the-playoffs showdown, 8S-S5 over 
Orlando. 

Strickland had 21 points, 13 
assists and 11 rebounds for the 
Wizards (3S-37). who moved into 
sole possession of ninth place in the 
Eastern Conference, one-half game 
behind the New Jersey Nets (38-36) 
in the battle for the eighth playoff 
berth. 

The Wizards, who beat the Magic 
for the first time in four meetings 
this season, have won two in a row 
after a four-game losing streak. 
Orlando (37-38) has lost three 
straight. 

• Lakers 105, Pistons 103. OT: 
In Auburn Hills. Michigan. 
Shaquiile O'Neal scored 35 points 
and Nick Van Exel scored ! 1 of his 
19 in the fourth quarter and over- 
time to lead the Lakers to a come- 
back victory. 

Detroit lost its sixth straight 
despite Grant Hill's 27th career 
triple-double. Hill had I S points. 1 6 
rebounds and 1 1 assists but shot just 
4-for-17 from the floor. 

Eddie Jones added 17 points and 
O'Neal grabbed several of his 12 
rebounds at crucial moments for the 
Lakers, who came back from an 18- 
poini. third-quarter deficit. 

Los Angeles won its fifth straight, 
including four straight on the road 
for first 4-0 trip since February 
1987. 

• Cavaliers 94, Clippers 93: In 
Cleveland. Shawn Kemp, reluming 
from a one-game suspension, 
scored 25 points and rescued the 
sluggish Cavaliers down the stretch 
as Cleveland escaped with a victory 
over Los Angeles. 

The Clippers nearly came all the 
way back from a seven-poim deficit 
in the final 30 seconds, but were 
unable to foul over the final eight 
seconds as Cleveland managed to 
run out the clock. 

Kemp scored 10 of the Cavs* last 
15 points and Wesley Person had 16 


points for the Cavs, who have won 
six of seven and 10 of 12 as they tty 
to build momentum heading into the 
playoffs. 

James Robinson scored 26 points. 
Isaac Austin had 24 and Lamond 
Murray 23 for the Clippers. 

• Pacers 93, Bucks 92: In 
Indianapolis, the Indiana Pacers tied 
the franchise’s NBA-era record with 
their 52nd victory of the season, 
beating Milwaukee when Michael 
Curry missed a last-second jumper. 

The Pacers, who have won 52 
games in three of the past four sea- 
sons, made 30 field goals and 30 
free throws in a close game that fea- 
tured 20 ties and 22 lead changes. 

Reggie Miller led a balanced scor- 
ing attack with 18 points. 

Derrick McKey. Chris Muliin and 
Antonio Davis added 16 points each 
as Indiana swept the four-game sea- 
son series from Milwaukee for the 
first time ever. 

Timberwolves 97, Hawks 96: 
In Atlanta. Stephon Marbury 
flipped in a shot with 23.4 seconds 
remaining as Minnesota rallied to 
beat Atlanta. 

The Hawks had a chance to win. 
but Dikembe Mutombo came up 
short on a 8-foot (2.5 meter) hook 
shoL with three seconds left and the 
horn sounded while Blaylock and 
Minnesota's Kevin Garnett battled 
for the loose ball. 

Marbury scored only nine points 
but had 13 assists. Sam Mitchell led 
Minnesora with 22 points and 
Garnett added 1 8. 

Atlanta dropped three gomes 
behind Charlotte in the race for 
home-court advantage in the first 
round of the playoffs. 

- Bulls 109, Rockets 94: In 
Houston, Michael Jordan scored 40 
points and Scott Burrell and Scottie 
Pippen led a fourth-quarter surge as 
Chicago extended its winning streak 
to 12 games — the longest in the 
NBA this season. 

Jordan already had 30 points and 
was on the bench to start the fourth 
quarter when Burrell and Pippen 
heated up to combine for Chicago's 
next 22 points and give Chicago its 
seventh straight road win. 


Jordan, who shot lS-of-31. 
returned with 6:01 to go and scored 
the next 10 Chicago points — 
including a one-handed ailey-oop 
dunk off a 26-foot pass from Pippen 
to reach 40 with 1:56 left. 

It was the lith time this season 
Jordan scored 40 or more. 

a 76ers 116, Raptors 104: In 
Philadelphia. Allen Iverson scored 
36 points as Philadelphia recorded 
its highest point total of the season. 

Iverson flirted with Philadelphia's 
first triple-double since 1995. chip- 
ping in nine rebounds and eight 
assists as the 76ers won their third 
straight. The 76ers’ previous high 
point total was 115 against 
Vancouver on Jan. 1. 

Derrick Coleman, who has aver- 
aged 23.4 points in seven games 
since returning from an ankle injury, 
scored 21. while Theo Ratliff had 
16 points, eight rebounds and six 
blocks. 

• Jazz 99. Grizzlies 93: In 
Vancouver. British Columbia. Karl 
Malone scored II of his 25 points in 
the fourth quarter as Utah hung on 
to defeat Vancouver. 

Malone, who shot iO-of-16 from 
the field, also added six assists and 
five rebounds. Jeff Hornacek con- 
tributed 17 points and five assists. 
John Stockton had II points and 
eight assists and Greg Ostertac 
pulled down nine rebounds in 19 
minutes. 

The win kept Utah tied in the loss 
column with Seattle in the battle for 
the best record in the Western 
Conference. 

• Kings 105, Mavericks 99: In 

Sacraemnto. California. 

Sacramento snapped a 1 2-game los- 
ing streak Sunday night as seldom- 
used guard Chris Robinson, replac- 
ing the injured Mitch Richmond, 
scored a career-high 22 points. 

Otis Thorpe had 22 points and 15 
rebounds as the Kings snapped the 
franchise’s longest losing streak 
since it moved to Sacramento in 
1985. 

Robinson, acquired in a February 
trade with Vancouver, played the 
entire second hal/ and shot 9-for-I5. 
including 3-for-5 on 3-pointers. 


with three assists, three steals, two 
rebounds and no turnovers. 

Michael Finley scored 23 points 
for the Mavericks. 

• Celtics 102. Knicks 92: In 
Boston, the Celtics opened a 28- 
point lead four minutes into the sec- 
ond quarter. led by at least 10 the 
rest of the way and sent the Knicks 
to their fourth loss in five games. 

Antoine Walker had 24 points and 
Ron Mercer 21 for the Celtics, who 
won their third straight. 

Terry Cummings came off the 
bench to score a season-high 23 
points and Allan Houston added 20 
for the Knicks, whose hold on 
East s seventh playoff spot grows 
more precarious with each loss. 

New York's lead over eighth-place 
New Jersey, which stood at 3 1/2 
games when the weekend began, 
has been cut to two games. 

• SuperSonics 87. Nuggets 83: In 
Denver, Vin Baker scored 21 points, 
including two baskets in the final 
minute, as the Seattle SuperSonics 
had to struggle past Denver, keep- 
ing the Nuggets at nine victories. 

The Nuggets (9-66) have seven 
games remaining to get one victory, 
which would guarantee they won't 
equal the worst record in NBA his- 
tory. Philadelphia's 9-73 mark in 
1972-73. 

Denver s Cory Alexander, who 
scored a season-high 25 points, hit a 
3-pointer with 1:45 left to make it 
79-79. 

Gary Payton, shooting only 3-of- 
15 to that point, made a 3-pointer 
with 1:28 remaining, and Baker 
made it 84-79. tipping in a missed 
shot by Sam Perkins with 46 sec- 
onds to 20 . 
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STARTNG APRIL 6TH 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Varies. Amal 
Dubbas , Rania Kurdi and the group 
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San Francisco Giants BUI MneUer flies out to deep center in the third inning 
against the Arizona Diamondbacks. MueUer accounted for afl the Giants runs, hit- 
ting home runs in the first and sixth innings but the Diamondbacks managed to 
win 3-2 for the expansion team’s first victory (Reuters photo) 


Shearer sets up Wembley 
showdown with Gunners 


Shcaijflssg^ed^ “tSfewcastl«££ 
into aii FA Cup final show- 
down against Double-chas- 
ing Arsenal after both 
Premiership giants saw off 
tough first division opposi- 
tion on Sunday. 

Shearer secured 

Newcastle's first FA Cup 
final for 24 years with the 
only goal of the game 
against Sheffield United 
while Arsenal reached their 
13th FA Cup final with a 1- 
0 win over Wolves. 

A place in the European 
Cup Winners' Cup is all but 
guaranteed for Kenny 
Dalglish’s Newcastle as 
Arsenal look set to finish in 
the • top two of the 
Premiership and enter the 
Champions’ League. 

The victory provided a 
much-needed boost to 
morale for Newcastle 
whose season has been 
beset by problems on and 
off the pitch, but could now 
end in glory at Wembley on 
May 16. 

England captain Shearer, 
who missed the first half of 
the season with a serious 
ankle injury, struck after 60 
minutes for a goal that he 
and Newcastle thoroughly 
deserved for their domina- 
tion. 

Shearer met a perfect 
cross from the left by for- 
mer England international 
John Barnes with a power- 
ful downward header which 
goalkeeper Alan Kelly did 
well to keep out 
But Shearer pounced on to 
the loose ball to smash the 
winner into the back of the 
net and spark scenes of wild 
celebrations amongst 
Newcastle’s huge travelling 
support. 

Newcastle’s appearance in 
the May 16 .final at 
Wembley will lift some of 
the gloom at die club ai the 
end of a traumatic season 
which has seen the team 
slump towards the 
Premiership relegation 
zone. 

Problems on die pitch 
have not been helped, by the 
scandal surrounding chair- 
man Freddy Shepherd and 
vice-chairman Douglas Hall 
chairman who were forced 
to resign : after allegedly 
mocking the club’s fans, 
players and the women of 

Newcastle. 

Newcastle boss Dalglish 
paid tribute to the disgraced 
directors, sayingr’The two 
gays that helped to bring me 


• Freddie and Doug, 
have not had the best of 
times recendy. 

“But I’m sure this result 
will have given them a little 
bit of happiness after all the 
hardship they have been 
through.” 

But the former Liverpool 
and Blackburn boss said the 
Wembley appearance was 
also a reward for the loyalty 
of the club’s long-suffering 
fans. 

He added: “Obviously the 
players are happy, but they 
are more pleased for the 
supporters because they 
know they have deserved 
better than what we have 
been serving up in the 
league. 

“A day out at Wembley is 
not too bad a result for some 
of the performances we 
have put in and now we can 
look forward to what should 
be a great day.” 

Meanwhile, Arsenal 
reached the final and stayed 
on course for the Double 
courtesy of a blunder by 
veteran goalkeeper Hans 
Segers. 

The title-chasing Gunners 
were gifted a lead they 
rarely looked like surren- 
dering after just 12 minutes 
when Segers kicked his goal 
clearance straight to man- 
of-the-match Patrick Vieira. 

The French international 
midfielder, magnificent in 
the centre of midfield, made 
the most of the error when 


he fed Libenan mtemanon- 
.. al Christopher Wreff who 
coolly disparched the win- 
ner. 

Arsenal went on to control 
the game and despite an 
improved second half per- 
formance by Wolves, the 
Highbury outfit kept their 
composure to reach their 
first FA Cup final since they 
beat Sheffield Wednesday 
in 1993. 

The victory also keeps 
alive their hopes of landing 
the Double — a feat 
achieved only five times in 
the history of English foot- 
ball, once by Arsenal them- 
selves in 1971. 

Arsene Wenger's side are 
currently second in the 
Premiership, three points 
behind Manchester United 
but with two games in hand. 

Wenger, who made 21- 
year-old Senegal-born 
Vieira his first Arsenal sign- 
ing — from AC Milan — at 
the start of last season, said* 
“They all did well, but I 
must say Vieira was out- 
standing and in very good 
form now. 

“He has always won the 
ball but his distribution of it 
is so much better now and 
today he showed how well 
he can pass. 

“It’s no surprise to me that 
he has so much ability. I 
saw it in him very young 
and knew be only needed 
some slight improvements 
to become a great player.” 
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Rafter, 
Becker 
to take part 
in Indian 
Open 

MADRAS (AFP) —Ailing 
world number four Patrick 
Rafter of Australia has 
been made top seed for the 
$405,000 Indian Open ATP 
event starting here on 
Monday night. 

Organisers were confi- 
dent Rafter, whose viral 
infection contributed to 
Australia's shock Davis 
Cup loss to Zimbabwe on 
Sunday, will be fit to make 
his first appearance on 
Indian soil. 

Fellow Australians Todd 
Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde are seeded sec- 
ond and third in the singles, 
but it is their doubles 
encounter against India's 
Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bbupathy that home fans 
are relishing. 

Also making his first trip 
to India is three-time 
Wimbledon champion 
Boris Becker, heading 
towards retirement and 
now ranked 63rd in the 
world but who remains a 
sentimental favorite with 
Indian fans. 

Sweden’s Mikhael 
Tillstorra returns to defend 
the title he won last year. 
He is seeded fifth behind 
Becker and ahead of 
French pair Jerome 
Golmard and Amaud 
Clement. 

“This is the best field to 
step on Indian soil,” said 
former Davis Cup star 
Vijay Amritraj. “Frankly, 
we could not have asked 
for more in the third year of 
the event- - ' ... 

Injuries and illness, how- 
ever, threaten to spoil the 
country’s biggest tennis 
event. 

Besides Rafter, local hero 
Paes is recovering from a 
shoulder injury which 
forced him to miss the 
weekend's Davis Cup clash 
against Italy. 

“I am still not fully fit,” 
Paes said. “The doctors 
said I Deeded two more 
weeks to recover but there 
was no way I was going to 
miss this tournament.” 

Paes said he would be 
playing both singles and 
doubles, despite the ener- 
gy-sapping heat and 
humidity. 

“I know everyone is 
looking to our meeting 
with the Woodies in the 
doubles,” he said. “Both 
Mahesh and I promise a 
trear for our fans.” 


Spanish press up in arms 
over UEFA ‘Hold-up’ 


MADRID (AFP) — The Spanish 
press accused UEFA. European foot- 
ball’s ruling body, of a “Hold-up” on 
Monday following Sunday's 1.3 mil- 
lion Swiss francs (S866,000i fine of 
Spanish champions Real Madrid fol- 
lowing controversy at their European 
Cup semi-final match last week. 

Both sporting dailies 'AS' and 
‘Marca’ ran similar headlines of 
“UEFA came armed with a gun: It’s a 
bold-up.” and “Hands in the air. it's a 
hold-up,” following UEFA’s fine and 
their ruling that Real must play their 
next two home European matches 
300km away from the Bemabeu 


Stadium. 

Real, w ho beat Borussia Dortmund 
2-0 in the first leg match, were fined 
300.000 Swiss francs for taking over 
an hour to replace a goal that col- 
lapsed due to fans pulling at the 
hoarding it was attached to. 

UEFA, though, took an even dim- 
mer view of Real selling too many 
tickets for the match (85,000 as 
opposed to the 72,000 permitted for 
safety reasons) and fined them a mil- 
lion Swiss francs. 

Despite Marca denouncing UEFA’s 
decision as “capricious and dictatori- 
al” which struck at the heart “of the 


prestige of all European football” AS 
did acknowledge that the punishment, 
which Real are to appeal against, 
would force Real Madrid to revamp 
the “scandalous way it was run.” 

“It is necessary sometimes to take a 
step back and admit there are defi- 
ciencies and start on the road of radi- 
cal changes," national daily El Pais 
wrote. 

El Mundo went further saying it was 
a ‘warning to every club that financed 
neo nazi supporters such as the 
Ultrasurs, who quite often had their 
opinions posted up outside the 
ground.” 


Tennis on-court coaching 
gets mixed reviews 


HONG KONG (.AFP) — The introduc- 
tion of on-court coaching in men's tennis 
met with mixed review's from players 
after the opening matches of the 
5340,000 Hong Kong Open here on 
Monday. 

For the first time in ATP-Tour history, 
coaches are being allowed on court in 
between sets to offer advice to players in 
an extended two minute break. 

But first round winners and losers had 
differing views on the trial-run after 
matches at Hong Kong’s Victoria Park 
Stadium. 

Fifth-seed Vincent Spadea. who 
declined to nominate a coach, was scepti- 
cal about on-court coaching after crash- 
ing out 6-1, 6-3 to Australia's Sandon 
StoUe. 

“Personally, I don’t think it’s that 
incredible an invention. It’s not like it's a 
major thing,” a disappointed Spadea said. 

“You can't instruct anyone in a serious 
manner over the duration of one 
changeover,” he added. 

“In a sport like boxing the coach plays 
a part because they have more contact 


with the athlete. In tennis it’s such a min- 
imal time ... I don't see it as such an 
incredible improvement,” the world- 
ranked No.62 said. 

But Spadea 's opponent Stolle praised 
the initiative after his win. 

“1 think it’s a great idea. If you're in a 
bit of trouble you can get a bit of advice 
to help you out,'* StoUe said. 

Coach Julian Viliam arm also gave on- 
court coaching the thumbs up after 
watching his player Oscar Burrieza score 
a 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) win over Australia’s 
Michael Tebbutt. 

“For a player like Oscar coming to 
Hong Kong for the first time it’s great. It 
made him feel a little bit more at home on 
the court," Viliamarin said. 

On-coun coaching is being used on a 
trial basis at five ATP-Tour events this 
year with Hong Kong the first event to 
introduce the system. 

America's Michael Chang, who won 
last year's Hong Kong Open, is the top 
seed for this week’s event following the 
withdrawal of world number two Pete 
Sampras. 


‘World’s fastest woman’ race 
signs top three 100m sprinters 


BELTING (AFP) — 
Organisers of a race to crown 
the “worid's fastest woman” 
in China have signed the 
three medallists from the 100 
metres world championship, 
it was reported on Monday. 

Wang Xuanqing. vice pres- 
ident of the Chinese Athletics 
Association, was quoted as 
saying U.S. champion 
Marion Jones, runner-up 
Zhanna Pintusevich of 
Ukraine and Sevarheda 
Fynes of the Bahamas had 
finalised contracts. 

But U.S. sprinter Gail 
Devers, the dual Olympic 
champion at 100m, is still 
holding out. he said, adding: 
“We are still waiting for her 
to make her final decision." 

Wang said any runner set- 
ting a new world record in 
the commercial race would 


be awarded a bonus of one 
million y-uan (SI 20,482). 

The event is to be held in a 
30,000-capacity stadium in 
Chengdu, capital of the 
southwestern province of 
Sichuan. 

Already-signed 200m 
Olympic silver medalist 
SusanthiJca Jayasinghe is still 
among the invitees despite 
the Sri Lankan runner’s 
involvement in a recent dop- 
ing scandal. She failed a test 
for performance-enhancing 
steroids last month but has 
alleged her urine samples 
were tampered with. 

Sri Lanka’s amateur athlet- 
ic association is supporting 
her appeal for retesting. 

In addition to five foreign 
sprinters, three Chinese will 
run. including Li Xuemei, 
who clocked the second- 


fastest 100m of 1997 with a 
surprise 10.79 in last year’s 
Chinese National Games. 

The event is similar to a 
multi-million dollar 150m 
showdown last June between 
the 100m Olympic champion 
and world record holder 
Donovan Bailey of Canada 
and American Michael 
Johnson, the gold medalist in 
the 200 and 400 metres. 

But paychecks are report- 
edly far less, with Xinhua 
quoting a “reliable source” as 
saying Jones would receive 
an appearance fee of about 
$40,000. 

The Bailey- Johnson 

“world’s fastest man” race in 
Toronto ended up a bust, with 
Johnson collapsing on the 
track because of a pulled leg 
muscle halfway through the 
race. 


Wynalda 
out four 
weeks with 
leg injury 

SAN JOSE (AFP) — 
Forward Eric Wynalda, the 
leading scorer in the histo- 
ry of the U.S. national foot- 
ball team, sprained liga- 
ments in his left leg Sunday 
and is expected to be side- 
lined for a month. 

Wynalda, who plays for 
the San Jose Clash, was 
injured when he collided 
with Dallas Bum goalkeep- 
er Garth Lagerwey in a 3-2 
defeat in a Major League 
Soccer game. 

Wynalda, 28, sprained 
the iigament that connects 
the left tibia to the fibula in 
the lower leg. Clash 
spokesman Rick La Plante 
said X-rays of the left knee 
showed no damage, but 
Wynalda was expected to 
miss three to four weeks. 

Wynalda is the 
Americans' biggest hope 
for goals for the World Cup 
in France this summer. He 
has a U.S. record of 31 
goals in 97 internationals. 

One of only two players 
who played in both the 
1990 and 1994 U.S. World 
Cups, Wynalda played just 
14 games last season with 
San Jose after undergoing 
groin surgery. 

He will probably miss the 
trip to Austria for the 
national team’s warm-up 
game on April 22 in 
Vienna. 

Wynalda may be able to 
play in a May 30 friendly 
match against Scotland, the 
Americans' final tune-up 
for the World Cup. 

The United States open 
their World Cup on June 15 
against European champi- 
ons Germany in Paris. 
They also play Iran and 
Yugoslavia in Group F. 


Special Discounts at 

Philadelphia Corner 


The staff of Philadelphia Comer would like 
to celebrate the Holiday Season serving 
you Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner with 25% off 
on all drinks plus 10% off on all meals. 
Don't miss out 
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Civil engineers with 5-10 years 
experience in buildings con- 
struction, preferably with Gulf 
experience for a (UAE) local 
contracting company. 
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U.N. official: Plans for next 
palace visits under study 


BAGHDAD (AP) — U.N. 
arms experts and diplomats 
will determine the frequency 
and procedures for future visits 
to Iraqi presidential sites alter 
analysing data from their first 
inspection, the top UJM. envoy 
in Baghdad said Monday. 

The experts last week com- 
pleted [Ik first-ever inspection 
of eight of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's palace 
compounds, made possible 
under an accord negotiated in 
February by U.N. 'Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan. 

Under the accord, some 20 
senior diplomats monitored 
the weapons inspectors' activi- 
ties. 

Prakash Shah, a UJM. under- 
secretary-general named by 
Mr. Annan as his special repre- 
sentative to Iraq, told a news 
conference that a decision on 


subsequent visits “will have to 
be taken on the basis of the ini- 
tial visits.” 

While the accord specifies 
the need for foDow-up visits, it 
leaves open to interpretation 
their scope and timetable. 

Mr. Shah said the diplomats 
and the experts w3J soon sub- 
mit a report to the UJM. 
Security Council and to Mr. 
Annan on the outcome of the 
inspections concluded last 
Thursday. 

“There is mention of subse- 
quent visits in [the accord],” 
Ml Shah said. “But what they 
will be. if they will be or when 
they will be or how many they 
wflj be [is] a decision that will 
depend on the report of the ini- 
tial visit," he said. 

The UJM. weapons inspec- 
tors said they found nothing 
incriminating at the palace 


compounds. 

Iraq had denied UJM. inspec- 
tors access to the palaces on 
grounds of national sovereign- 
ty. but opened them up under 
the accord signed by Mr. 
Annan on Feb. 23. 

The United Nations imposed 
trade sanctions on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwaiti The 
Security Council has said they 
will not be lifted until weapons 
inspectors certify that Iraq has 
eliminated its chemical, bio- 
logical and nuclear weapons as 
well as long-range missiles. 

Ml Shah said nobody in the 
United Nations looks at the 
sanctions regime as never-end- 
ing. But lifting the sanctions, 
he said, “is a process. It is not 
an event." The initial visits to 
the presidential palaces were 
pan of that process, he said. 


Israelis protest administrative 
detention of Palestinians 


HAIFA (AFP) — Several dozen Israelis 
demonstrated Monday in front of Damun 
Prison near the northern city of Haifa, 
demanding that Palestinians held in 
administrative detention be freed or tried. 

The demonstrators are members of the 
Open Doors movement, which fights 
against administrative detention and seeks 
to bring together Israeli families and those 
of the detainees, a spokesman for the 
group said. 

"We are demanding that the prisoners be 
released or given the right of a real trial, 
because administrative detention is an 
intolerable infringement of human rights.” 


the spokesman said. 

About 200 Palestinians are being held in 
administrative detention without trial, 
which is permitted under emergency laws 
for periods of six months and is renew- 
able. 

Several of the 53 administrative 
detainees at Damun Prison have been held 
for more than five years and of these, a 
few have recently had their terms extend- 
ed for another six months. 

An additional 150 Palestinian adminis- 
trative detainees are imprisoned 
Megiddo in northern Israel. 
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Israel airs controversial TV 
show on Palestinian cause 


OCCUPIED 

JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
Israeli television aired a 
documentary Sunday sur : 
verving Palestinian ' attacks 
after the 1 1967 war that has 
sparked protests of right- 
wing politicians who say the 
film is too sympathetic to 
"terrorists.” 

The "Biladi. Biladi [My 
country]. Path of Terror” 
segment of the “Tekuraa” 
[Renaissance] series takes 
some footage from old PLO 
recruitment films, showing 
Palestinian fighters training 
as glorified heroes. 

The documentary is one of 
the first made and aired by 
Israeli public television to 
present the Palestinian side 
in the attacks that killed 
dozens of Israelis beginning 
in 1967 when the Jewish 
state occupied the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

"We made a decision that 
what was taken by force, 
would be taken back by 
force," Hisham Abdul 
Razik. a member of the PLO 
at the time who is now a 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council member, told the 


filmers. 

The show presents the 
storv of Mr. Razik and oth- 


ers in their fight to gain back 
Palestinian land lost in wars 


with Israel at any cost. 

Rehavam Zeevi, a member 
of the Israeli right-wing 
Moledet Party, said the 
series airing on the occasion 
of Israel’s 50th birthday 
should give Israelis a sense 
of pride, not serve the 
Palestinian cause. 

“This is totally unprofes- 
sional,” Mr. Zeevi said in a 
programme after the show's 
airing. "Anyone who sees 
this doesn’t know we beat 
the terrorists. The director 
was serving the cause of the 
PLO.” 

Gidon Ezra, a Likud mem- 
ber of parliament, said the 
documentary presented the 
Palestinians involved in 
attacks "as fighters, when 
they are terrorists." 

The film interviews Israeli 
victims who survived such 
attacks at the 1974 massacre 
of 22 Israeli children in 
Maaloti northern Israel 
when the government did 
not give in to demands to 


free Palestinian prisoners. 

But the documentary is 
also laced with interviews 
with Palestinians. PLO pro- 
paganda films and the 
Palestinian anthem, Biladi. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat is also quoted 
several times in the film, 
both in his calls for violence 
and in his more conciliatory 
statements such as one in 
1974 where he called for the 
establishment of a 
Palestinian state “on any 
pan of Palestine that will be 
Liberated or from which 
Israel will withdraw” 

The writer-director of the 
segment, Ronit Weiss- 
Berkowitz. who has 
received threatening phone 
calls for her pan in the film, 
said she had intended to pre- 
sent the views of both sides. 

But Sufian Abu Ziada. 
who oversees the Israeli 
desk in the Palestinian 
National Authority, said he 
wasn't impressed. 

“There is nothing new in 
this," Mr. Abu Ziada told the 
television after the film. 
"This took only a little truth 
out from under the table." 


Bust of slain Israeli prime 
minister smashed in Argentina 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) 
— A bust of slain Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin installed in a park 
in the provincial capital of 
La Plata just south of here 
was smashed by unknown 
vandals, authorities said 
Sunday. 

The statue — erected to 
honour Rabin, slain 


in 


November 1 995 in a bid to 
derail the Mideast peace 
process — was discovered 
by a passerby, who report- 
ed it to a local Jewish 
organisation. 

On new year's day. dam- 
aged headstones were 
found in a Jewish ceme- 
tery in Ciudadela, a city 
near the capital, the 


Delegation of Israeli 
Associations of Argentina 
(DAI A) said. 

The tumbled headstones 
and damaged photographs 
of the deceased were simi- 
lar to Christmas Eve van- 
dalism at the town of La 
Tablada. 15 kilometres 
west of the capital. 





HOODED PENITENT IN SPAIN: A solitary hooded penitent crosses a bridge in Seville on Sunday to take part in 
a traditional Holy Week procession. The tradition, which steins from the 15th century, originally allowed sinners to 
take part in the processions without being recognised by friends and neighbours (AP photo) 


France, Britain to become first nuclear 
powers to ratify test ban treaty 


PARIS (AP) — France and Britain were to formally ratify 
a treaty banning nuclear tests on Monday, becoming the 
first nuclear powers to do so. 

The two nations were to present their documents ratifying 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty later in the day at the 
United Nations, raising the number of ratifying nations to 
13. 

"We call on all the other states to join us,” Michel Duclos, 
the French Foreign Ministry's deputy director on disarma- 
ment. told a daily news briefing. He called on the leading 
nuclear powers ‘To show an example." At least 44 nations 
must ratify the treaty before it can take effect. The treaty, 
signed in September 1996 by 149 states, is currently before 
the LT.S. Senate. 

France’s Senate ratified the treaty in March. 

Mr. Duclos said that regardless of whether the treaty is 
ratified, "other countries can only feel linked to it” due to 
the number of nations that signed it. 

A watchdog system of 351 monitoring stations, based in 


Vienna, is to begin by the end of the year, with or without 
ratification, he added. 

The treaty includes provisions for verification and inter- 
national surveillance, but Mr. Duclos acknowledged it 
doesn't ban computer simulation used in the United States 
and developed by France. 

France specifically urged India, Pakistan and Israel to rat- 
ify tiie treaty. Known as ‘"threshold states,” they are believed 
to have nuclear capability. 

France staged a widely criticised series of test blasts in the 
South Pacific in 1995-96. Mr. Duclos said Monday that 
France had the right to conduct those tests. 

The Nuclear non-Proliferation Treaty, he said, recognises 
France among the five nuclear powers and thus authorised 
it to ensure “the reliability of its nuclear arms." Other states 
that ratified the treaty include Austria, the Czech Republic, 
Fiji, Japan, Micronesia, Mongolia, Peru, Qatar. Slovakia, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 


Turk premier 
warns Islamists 
before Muslim 
feast 


ANKARA (AP.i — In remarks 
issued for a major Muslim hol- 
iday. Prime Minister Mesut 
YUmaz warned Islamists 
Monday not to challenge 
Turkey's secular system. 

Under pressure from the 
staunchly secular military, the 
government has been carrying 
out a crackdown on Islamisra. 

“No one should make a mis- 
take like threatening” Turkey's 
secular traditions, said Mr. 
Yilmaz in a statement to mark 
the Muslim feast of sacrifice, a 
national holiday. “We can't 
allow Turkey to be dragged 
backward.” 

Ml Yilmaz's warning came 
at a time when security forces 
were preparing to help a pro- 
secular association collect 
sheepskins during ritual sacri- 
fice. a move intended to cut off 
a big source of income for 
Islamist institutions. 

In recent years, Islamist 
groups have been collecting the 
skins, whose overall sale brings 
in about S4 million. 

The justice mimsny has 
ordered prosecutors to strictly 
enforce a law- which calls for up 
to six months in prison for 
unauthorised collections. 

The Islamic daily Akrt said 
Monday that police warned 
Islamist institutions throughout 
the country Sunday not to 
engage in sheepskin collec- 
tions. 


Japan relives wartime past with 
confessions from army officers 


TOKYO (AFP) —Japan reliv- 
ed its wartime past Monday 
with confessions from array 
officers confirming tire forced 
prostitution of Asian women 
and use of biological weapons 
against Chinese Chilians. 

The 1956 depositions of 
Hikaiu Suzuki, then a lieu- 
tenant general of the Japanese 
Imperial Army, received wide 
play in Japanese media ahead 
of their publication in a month- 
ly magazine next month. 

Suzuki's evidence was given 
to a war crimes trial in China 
investigating acts committed in 
the country from 1931 to the 
Japanese surrender in August 
1945. said the depositions 
reported for the first time 
Sunday and Monday. 

He admitted to abducting 
some 140 Chinese and Korean 
women to force them to pro- 
vide sex for Japanese service- 
men during the ws a, the repeat- 
ed depositions said. 

The deposition was among 
1,000 pages of confessions 
from him and 44 other former 
officers and bureaucrats of the 
Japanese puppet stare of 
Manchuko. established in 
China's Manchuria from 1932- 
1945. 

It was obtained by 56-year- 
old Japanese photographer 
Toshio Ami from the archives 
of the Fushun prison in north- 
eastern Chino, where Japanese 
war criminals were incarcerat- 
ed. according to the weekly 


maop7ine SekaL 
The magazine, which is to 
carry excerpts from foe confes- 
sions. said foe photographer 
obtained the documents “with 
special pennisskm,” according 
to the reports here. 

Among the other confessions 
were those of Masaru Uesaka, 
another army officer who 
admitted the Japanese forces 
used gas contaminated with 
bacteria in attacks again^r 
Chinese civilians in central 
China's Hebei 
Hideo SakaJabara. a former 
officer oF Unit 731 — estab- 
lished by the Japanese to con- 
duct chemical and bacteriolog- 
ical experiments on prisoners in 
north-eastern China, admitted 
producing germs including 
typhoid, cholera and other 
infectious diseases. 

The daily Asahi Shimbun 
published extracts of former 
high-ranking officers including 
one, identified as “A" who 
said: “We trained young sol- 
diers to execute their victims by 
ordering them to practice by 
beheading young Chinese pris- 
oner." 

Another officer, "B,” admit- 
ted taking part in the executions 
of “more than 5.470 people" 
and to ‘“torching and destroying 
more than 18.000 homes.” 

‘The survivors must hate me 
so much and I cannot find the 
words to express ray regret,” he 
was quoted as saving. 

The Japanese government 


has never formally accepted 
blame far the recruitment, often 
forced, of Asian women to act 
as prostitutes far Japanese sol- 
diers. 

Some politicians and govern- 
ment members have in past 
years even denied there was 
any forced recruitment of such 
“comfort women." 

As marry as 200,000 Asian 
women, mainly Koreans and 
Chinese, were recruited as 
prostitutes for the Japanese 
army. 

In 1996, titt Japanese govern- 
ment set up a private fund to 
compensate such women but 
many victims, particularly in 
South Korea, have refused to 
accept money that does not 
come from the state, along with 
a formal apology. 

Only a few of about 300 
known survivors in the 
Philippines. South Korea and 
other Asian countries have 
accepted the compensation of 
$15,000 from the fund. 

At least 20 million Chinese 
died in the Japanese invasion of 
their country, according to offi- 
cial statistics from Beijing. 
Japan has never provided its 
own estimate. 

Some 969 Japanese were 
incarcerated in Fushun prison 
from 1950-1956. Forty-five 
were found guilty of war 
dimes but none of ihe sen- 
tences exceeded 20 years’ 
imprisonment. 


Hollywood returns to Iran after two decades of Islamist prohibition 


By Mehrdad Balali 

Agcnce France Presse 


TEHRAN — Hollywood movies, long 
despised in Iran as the epitome of “decadem” 
Western culture, have returned to Iranian tele- 
vision for the firet time since the 1 979 Islamic 
revolution. 

More titan a dozen American action films 
from the 1970s and 1980s were shown on the 
state television's five channels during the 
two- week new year holiday, starting March 
21, along with locally-made revolutionary 
and war propaganda. 

Although a few American comedy classics, 
such as the silent works of Charlie Chaplin 
and Buster Keaioa, have previously been 
shown in the Islamic republic, there had been 
a total absence of recent American and 
European productions. This year, however; 
the public was surprised to see such hits as 


Steven Spielberg's “FT” and hi-tech action 
films such as "Robo Cop." three minutes of 
which was cut before being aired. There was 
even a Karate genre movie played by the late 
Chinese-Amencan Kung Fu star Bruce Lee. 
although such productions were previously 
shunned as “nonsensical violence." 

The programming shift comes amid a rela- 
tively more open atmosphere prompted by 
the election of moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami in May. Although 
Khatami's government does not control & 
radio and television organisation, his more 
liberal ideas have influenced various institu- 
tions, including the media 

The greater diversity is also in response to 
widespread audience discontent over the 
stem and austere programmes aired since the 
revolution on the radio and television and the 
immense appetite for American entertain- 
ment in Iran, where many remember U.5- 


made movies and television series hradcast 
before 1979. 

To their great chagrin, Iranian movie-gms 
have also been deprived of Hollywood pro 1 
ductioos since the revolution, except for 
occasional films which portray the struggles 
of historically oppressed minorities, such as 
African and name .Americans. 

This has prompted many; notably the 
youth, to tum to black market videos to watch 
the latest Hollywood movies. The Oscar- 
vanning ‘Titanic," illegally and amateurishly 
taped from big screens abroad and available 
in poor quality, is presently ahit in Iran. 

The public enthusiasm fa- HoDywood is 
evident in the wide coverage given by Iranian 
newspapers to the industry. 

Newspapers and film* reviews regularly 
publish translations of interviews with 
American stars, and keep readers updated 
about the latest movies as well as their ratings 


and box office performances. 

Rim buffs can even read reviews and cri- 
tiques on the more publicised American and 
European movies, although they don’t have a 
chance to see them on big screen. 

Last year, the government daily Iran drew 
sharp criticism from Islamic hardliners afro 1 
it published the list of movies selected by file 
prestigious Golden Globe, with Evita men- 
tioned at the top. 

“One has. to be either careless or seek to 
mislead our youth to publish reports which 
propagate decadem Western cinema in our 
country, said Abbas FatemL a former cine- 
ma official, calling for “greater sensitivity” in 
the press. 

Kayhan Havaii. a hardline newspaper, 
called "Evita" an "immoral movie" and its 
American singer-actress Madonna a “corrupt 
singer." 

But many clerics, concerned over the 


falling rates of dour television progr am me 
have called for “more attractive" shows to 
lure the young away from banned foreign 
satellite broadcasts and clandestine video. 

Iran’s parliament banned the satellite 
broadcasts three years ago to rWV the 
inroads of “depraved Western culture." 

Aware of the attraction for Hollywood, 
growing numbers of tabloid-like publications 
have seized loosened restrictions in the past 
months and published cover pictures of 
American actresses in a bid to promote 
The move has irked the conservatives, who 
have pressured the moderate-nm niftim * xrm- 
istry to exercise greater controls. 

Last month, 80 members of rbe parliament 
pushed a motion to ban such images, saying 
they woe “offensive to the sacred status of 
women." 


Ghost of Hemingway 
stalks Cuban estate 


HAVANA (R) — The ghost 
of US. novelist Ernest 
Hemingway is terrifying 
Cuban employees at his for- 
mer estat&tumed-museum 
outside Havana, according to 
witnesses. One former 
employee told how the 
Autho r’s ghost used to emerge 
when there was a foil moon 
and pursue him down a track 
at the Fmca Vigia Estate, 
Prensa Latina reported. 
Another told how on dark 
nights Hemingway’s ghost 
would whisper in bas ear; 
while a third left the estate's 
mam key hanging on a palm- 
tree and fled home after spot- 
ting the deceased author. 
Cuban authorities seem to 
think those ghoulish accounts 
Will enhance the tourist 
appeal of the estate, but the 
three employees have taken a 
less positive outlook — and 
resigned. 


Bardot saves 

jm gMtmng gling 

donkeys 


ATHENS (AF) — Brigitte 
Bardot went out of her way to 
help some smugglers. She 
asked Greek authorities to 
take care of 14 mules found 
carrying automatic weapons 
and hashish from Albania. 
The actress said the beasts are 
innocent and deserve good 
care. Some hay and a nice 
clean bam would be nice, too. 
In a letter to the Greek 
Embassy in Paris Bardot 
called on authorities to “find a 
favourable solution for the 14 
innocent animals ” The mules 
already have been sent on 
their way. none the worse for 
wean “We informed the foun- 
dation that the mules were 
fed. watered and repatriated,” 
the public order ministry said. 


Nepal’s parliament 
given new dress code 


KATHMANDU (R) — 
Bathroom slippers, jeans and 
funky glasses are no longer 
allowed in Nepal's parlia- 
ment. Under new regulations, 
signed into law by King 
Birendra, members of the 
house have to wear the tradi- 
tional skin-tight slack, knee- 
length shut, mairJrjng 
Western jacket apd cap during 
pa rliament sittings. In the 
past, only government minis- 
ters have voluntarily worn to 
ditional Nepali dress, while 
deputies turned up in infonnal 
wean “Some [came] with 
sandals or bathroom slippers, 
one went to the extent of 
craning barefoot., and some 
dared to step in clad in jeans 
and funky glasses,” said the 
Kathmandu Post 


Elvis star 
leaves HoDywood 
boulevard 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Elvis has left the boulevard. 
Persistent cracking in Elvis 
Presley’s HoDywood Walk of 
Fame star forced a jackham- 
mer crew to remove it from 
the spat where if s been 
attracting fens for 38 years. 
Walk of Fame administrators 
can’t figure out why Presley’s 
star keeps cracking. Until 
they work out why, the Elvis 
star will be relocated' a few 
blocks west — next to the 
stylised gazebo featuring 
actresses Dolores Del Rio, 
Anna Mae Wong, Dorothy 
Dandridge, Mae West and 
Marilyn Monroe. T thought 
about moving Elvis in front of 
a fast-food restaurant,'’ joked 
Johnny Grant, Hollywood’s 
honorary mayor; “Bur he*fl 
like being over there with the 
women." 


Ono plans surprise 
calls at exhibition 


LONDON (AFP) — John 
Lennon's widow Yoke Ono 

plans a few surprise calls at an 

exhibition she's holding in 
Edinburgh. According » Tte 
Times, viators to the exbib i-' 

tion erf wishing trees, beariE<rf‘ 
ligjit and other mystic displays 
may speak to the woman ber- 
seK, on a video telephone tide. 
“She plans just to ring, up # 
random regularly drougb fhe 
day and explain to peopfc 
about the w orks, " an organist 
told the paper. 
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